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CONVERSATIONS ON THE GOSPELS. 



Vie* or Mc. Alcott ind Uis Ubildria oannning. 

CONVERSATION XXIII. 

INSPIRATION OF THE A 



PblDomeiH.— IdII 



Mb. Alcott, Do you think that you feel 

s.the influence of these CoDversatiooB when 

you are at home and el'senhere, and that it 



S RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS. 

makes you behave better than what you would do, if 
we did not have them ? 

{Many raised their hands.) 
Do you think that yoa all understand them fully? 
Nathan. I understand a good deal. 

( The rest raised their hands.) 
Mr. Alcott. What is the use of these Conversa- 
tions.^ 

Samuel T. They teach us about Jesus Christ, so 
that we may learn to be good ourselves. 
Lucia. They teach us about Conscience. 
Mr. Alcott. Why do I wish you to understand 
Jesus Christ.^ 

John B. Because Jesus Christ teaches us to obey 
our Consciences. 

Augustine. We are restrained by the same reasons 
as restrained Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Alcott. Is all the influence a restraint.^ 
Augustine. No ; we are encouraged by faith in him. 
Mr. Alcott; What do we study and bl;lieve in, by 
studying and having faith in Jesus Christ.^ 
Augustine. The Spirit. 
Mr. Alcott. Do you mean the Father? 
Augustine. No j the Son-Spirit. 
Mr. Alcott. Can your Spirit be a Son-Spirit? 
Augustine, Yes. 
Mr. Alcott. How? 

Augustine. By being like Jesus, acting as he did — 
obeying Conscience. * ^ 

Mr. Alcott. Why do we make pictures of Jesus 
Christ's life and actions? 

George K. So we may copy him. 
Charles. We have his spiritual example. 
Andrew. He teaches us to obey Conscience. 
Mr. Alcott. Where is Conscience ? 
Andrew. It is in me ; it comes from God. Jesus 
had the best Conscience that ever was. 



FAITH. S 

Mk. Alcott. And does the study of his Conscience 
eiilighten youra? 

Andrew. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there any one word that means and 
includes Conscience in you, in Jesus Christ, and in God? 

One. Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott then read the 

FIR«T DISCIPLES OF JESUS. 



Before the 
Valgar ^ra, 26. 
Jalian Period, 
4739. 



Bethobara. 



In the road to 
Galilee. 
* Gren. iii. 15. 
k. zxii. 18. & 
zxTi. 4. & 
xlix. 10. Num. 
zxi. 9. Deat. 
zriii. 15. 



JoMif i. 35, to the end. 
Faith ^ Again, the next day after, John itood, and 

two of his disciples ; 

36 And looking upon Jesua as he walked, he saith. Behold 
the Lamb of God ! 

37 And the two disciples heard him spMk, and they fol- 
lowed Jesus. 

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith 
unto them. What seek ye f They said unto him, Rahbi, 
(which is to say, being inferpieted. Master,) where dwellest 
thoo? 

39 He said unto them. Come and see. They came and 
saw where he dwelt, and abode wiih him that day ; for it 
was about the tenth hour. 

40 One of the two which heard John speakf and followed 
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto 
him. We have found the Messias, which is, being inter- 
preted, the Christ. 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld 
him, he said. Thou art Simon the Son of Jona : thou shalt 
be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 

43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, 
and findeth Philip, and saith unto him. Follow me. 

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have 
found him, of whom ^ Moses in the law, and the f prophets, 



good 



t P*' x^i« 9) \9* <^^ write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 

A^^, Accxzxu. ^ ^^^ Nathanael said unto him^ Can there any 

&*ix. 6. & xl. 10, thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Coras 

II. & 1. 6.Sl 53. ynJ see. 

xxxiii*14 %^ ^^ ^®*"" '^^ Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 

Exek.zxxiv. 23* Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile ! 
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Before the 48'Nathanael9aid unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 

Vulgar ^ra., 26. Jeg^g answered and said unto him. Before that Philip called 
Julian Period, 

4739. thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. 

49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him. Rabbi, thou 

50 Jesus answered and said unto him. Because I said anto 
ic zxxvii. 25. thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou ? thou 
^*"on**M^*i ^•'•*' ^^^^^ ^«® greater things than these. 

1. & iv. 3. ^^ -^"^ "^ satth unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

HereaAer ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 



Augustine, They followed him because 
ai in pin . ^^^^ thought " Lamb of God " must mean 

Christ. 

George K. I think they did not mean that he should 

turn and apeak to them ; they wanted to see him do 

some miracles. 
Lemuel. So do L 

Mr. Alcott. Then you do not think they followed 
la faith, but from curiosity? What are the greatest 
miracles.^ 

Lemuel. Spiritual miracles. 

Welles. I think they had faith. They did not 
follow to see things with their eyes, but to be made 
better. 

John B. So I think ^ they wanted him to teach them 
to be better ; though they liked to see miracles. 

Frederic They expected every thing good. 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have faith in all 
good people, and believe some good thing will come 
from their influence .^ 
(Many.) 

Emma. I think their faith was the true faith. 

Mr. Alcott. Who think they have faith in good- 
ness, or true faith ; and who would have more faith 
in something which came to their eyes as extraordi- 
nary? 



FAITH. b 

One. We ought to have more faith in goodnesa, but 
we do not always. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that all instruetioii 
comes from Goodness ? 
All. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott^ Would your faith in Jesus have been 
increased,- had you seen him doing miracles.^ 

Charles. No ; I think we believe in Jesus more 
than those people could, because we knew all they 
knew, and more too. 
(Every scholar »poke on this question intelligently ; 
expressing the Idea that true Faith was excited by 
the inward rather than by any external manifesta- 
tion.) 

Mr. Alcott. Why did they want to know 

^^^ ^' where he dwelt. ^ 

Charles. They wanted to observe his habits, to see 
how he acted, so as to do so too. They wanted to hear 
him talk, so as to think as he did. 

Mr. Alcott. He said " Come and see.'* 

Charles. That was a plain answer. 

Frederic. They must live with him, to get the 
knowledge they could get in no other way, so they 
"abode with him tha( day.'* 

Ellen. He wanted to encourage them to be his dis- 
ciples. 

Mr. Alcott. What feeling made him say, " Come 
and see " .? 

Several. Hospitality. Gentlemanliness. Polite- 
ness. Kindiress. Affection. 

{Mr, Alcott remarked on the true meaning of the word 
gentlemanJ) 

Mr. Alcott. What do you think they talked of that 
day ? 

1* 
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Several. They talked about religion ; about Spirit. 
They asked where he came from ; what he would do. 

Mr. Alcott. How were the manners of 

Affability. ^ s 

Jesus. ^ 

Several. Gentle. Graceful. Cheerful. Sweet. 
Full of bright smiles. 

Mr. Alcott. What manners do you think Chris- 
tianity, that is, the thoughts and feelings that were in 
Jesus Christ, would give every one ? Do you think 
that if a child grew up as gentle as Jesus, as respectful 
to the old, as tender to every companion, without ill 
temper, indolence, or want of feeling, he would be 
graceful and polite.^ 

{He enlarged, and they responded affirmatively.) 

So they passed the time delightfully. Do you think 
that you ever had any such time f 

Several. Yes ; these Conversations on 
Idea of jegus Christ. 

Others. In good ministers' talk. 
Others. In sermons. 

Idea of ^ a » ■ 

Miniaten One. Somc sermons are dry. 

Mr. Alcott. Who have delightful ideas 
and feelings about ministers ? 

{Almost all held up hands,) 
How many take great pleasure in hearing sermons ? 
{A few,) . ~ 

Emma. Dr. Channing is so easy to understand. 
Susa^ and Others. I never understand any thing. 
Francis. I can understand Mr. Barnard. 
Several. I never understand all that any minister 
says. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did Andrew go and 
SSUS-. find Peter? 

Emma. Because he loved him, and wanted 
him to hear too. 
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Mr. Alcott. Do you think Andrew was a good 
brother? 
Several. Yes. Kind. Generous. AfTectionate. 
Charles. He had faith that Jesus was Christ. 

Mr. Alcott. What does Christ mean? 

Names of Jesus. ^ «« • i 

Charles. Messiah. 

Ggoroe K. Saviour. 

Mr. Alcott. What does Saviour mean? 

Charles. One who saves you from sin. 

Mr. Alcott. Jesus (the Hebrew word) means, he 
taves ; Emmanuel means, God present ; Christ means, 
annointed with oil ; Messiah means, a Messenger sent. 

Why did Jesus call Simon a Stone ? 
StrepWUy. Augustine and AndHew. Stone represents 
Faith. 

George B. Courage. 

Lemuel. Courage ta suffer. 

Nathan and Lucia. Because he was strong. 

Frederic. No; it was because he was hard-hearted 
and would deny Jesus. 

Emma. Peter seemed oAen to speak without think- 
ing, but this is no emblem of that. 

Charles. Peter always spoke true to his feelings. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did Jesus call Philip ? 

George K« To instruct him. 

Mr. Alcott. What did Philip mean by what he 
said to Nathan ael? 

Charles. He wanted Nathanael to have the same 
advantages of instruction. 

Mr. Alcott. What was meant by ''an 

QoilelenneM. « v.. • j j i« 3 

Israelite indeed " r 
Several. Honest. Unpretending. Not hypocritlcaL 
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Mr. Alcott. Have any of you guile, that is, cvn- 
ning, pretension, prejudice, deceptive habits? 

(Several held up hands.) 
Have any of you guile in yourselves, pretence, de- 
ception ? 

Emma. Very likely I have guile, but I do not know 
it if I have. 

Mr. Alcott. Who have guile in themselves? 
(All rose but Emma,) 
What does beguiled mean? 

Several. Deceived. Led away. 

Mr. Alcott. What " greater things " did 
Phenomena. Jesus mean that Nathanael should see? 
Frederic. Turning their souls. 

Charles. Miracles. 

Franklin. Such as raising the dead, &c. 

Mr. Alcott. What did these prove? 

Franklin. God's power and Jesus' faith. 

Mr. Alcott. If any one had his faith, could he have 
God's power also? 

Franklin. Yes ; but nobody has. 

Mr. Alcott. What was the greatest thing which 
Jesus did? 

Edward J. and Others. Raising Lazarus. 

Emma. I cannot tell what was greatest. 

Charles and John B. The Crucifixion ; because it 
had so much self-sacrifice. 

AuGusTrNEt The Transfiguration, for that showed 
he could make their thoughts open, so they could see 
heaven. 

Lemuel. The Crucifixion, because he bore it so^ 

Franklin. And was so patient with the insults. 

Emma. And he had such patience with his disciples, 
who went to sleep that night when he asked them to 
pray for him. 
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Mr. Alcott. Those who think that'these virtues are 
greater, more wonderful, require a higher power, than 
raising the dead, may rise. 
{JlU rose.) 

What^oes it mean by the angels of God 
ofs'piriL "ascending and descending upon the Son 

of man "? 
Charles. The inward Spirit opens, and good 
thoughts go out and come in to the Soul. 
Mr. Alcott. Do the rest think Charles is right.? 
Welles. I think he meant something besides. 
(All the rest agreed with Charles,) 

Mr. Alcott. Why is Jesus called "the 
u^^} Son of man".? 

Augustine. Because God is the only real 
Man ; common men are not perfect men. Jesus was 
the only Perfect Man because he was God. 
{Franklin agreed.) 

Charles. He was called " Son of man " because he 
was the child of earthly parents, 

Lemuel. Because his body was the Son of man } 
but his spirit was the Son of God. 

Welles, I don't know why he should be called the. 
Son of man more than any body else. 

Mr. Alcott. The "Son of man" may mean his 
Humanity, and the "Son of God" his Divinity. He 
was surely the Son of man ; and some deem him so 
perfect that they make him God, as Augustine has said, 



CONVERSATION XXIV 

ePIRllUAL REFINEMENT. 
CHASTITY. 



Marriage Festiral at Cana, from the Sacred Text. — Affability . — Human Su- 
premacy. — Views of Phenomena. — Idea and Emblem of Puiity. — Viewi 
of Phenomena. — Intermission. — Origin and Cause of Miracles in Spirit. — 
Types of Miracalous Agency. — Apprehension of Phenomena. — Type of 
Marriage and Chastity. — Recorder's Remark. 

Mr. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus? 
Several. In Galilee, with John, and An- 
drew, and Peter. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you remember the last "words ? 

George K. '* Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man." 

Frederic And we said, that meant good thoughts 
entering in and proceeding from the Spirit of man. 

Mr. Alcott then read the 

MARRIAGE FESTIVAL, AT CAltfA, IN GALILEE. 

John ii. 1-13. 

1 And the third day there was a marriage in 
Before the Affability. cana of Galilee: and the mother of Jems 
Vulgar iEra, 27. was there 

Julian Period, *"** ^*^"- 

4740. S And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 

. p |., - marriage. 
Cana, in Galilee. ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ wanted wine, the mother of Jesoa aaitb 

unto him. They have no wine. 

4 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what have 1 to do with 
thee I mine hour is not yet come. 

5 His mother saith unto the servants. Whatsoever lie raith 
unto you, do iU 
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Befiire the 6 And there were set there tiz water-pots of aUme, * after 

J«£auB Peri<^* *^* ™*ooef of the purifying of the Jews, contaiainf two or 
47^. three firkins apiece. 

. 7 Jesus saith onto them, Fill the water-pots with water. 

♦M«k"T«. 3.'**' ^°^ '^®y ^"*"* ^^®" °P **» ^*»« *»""• 

8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear onto 
the Governor of the feast. And they hare U. 

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that 
was made wine, and knew not whence it was : (but the ser* 
vants which drew tho water knew ;) the goTernor of the 
feast called the bridegroom, 

10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth 
set forth good wine ; and when men havQ well drunk, then 
that which is worse : but thou hast kept the good wine until 
now. 

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gali- 
lee, f and manifested forth his glory ; and his disciples be 
lieved on him. 

- 12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and hit 

Capernaum. ' 

I Mat. xii. 46 mother, and hift brethren, and X his disciples : and they con- 
tinued there not many days. 

and asked the usual question. 

JosiAH. The changing of the water into 
Haman wine interested me most. If we had faith, 

Sapremacy. ' 

and were as good as Jesus, we could change 
water into wine. 
Mr. Alcott. Do all think so.^ 
(^Most held up hands,) 

Nathait. I liked the water changing into 
Views of wine. He had more spirit than we have, 

Phenomena. ' 

but I don't see how he did it. 
Edward J. I liked his mother telling him there was 

no wine. 

Martha. I was most interested in his answer. I 
thought it meant that his time to do the miracle would 
come. I was rather surprised that his mother told him 
they had no wine. It seemed as if she believed he could 
make some, and yet he had worked no miracles before. 
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George K. I thought, when he said, '' My hour is 
not yet come," that he meant his hour to die was not 
yet come, so he would do tftis miracle. 

Andrew. I cannot express my thoughts about his 
turning water into wine. 

John B. And I cannot express my thought about his 
saying, "Woman, what have 1 to do with thee?" and 
yet I think I know what it means. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you often have thoughts which 
you cannot express? 

John and Andrew. Yes. 

Augustine. I had some thoughts I could not express 
about the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of man. 

Franklin. I thought in this place, that Mary bad 
faith that Jesus would do the miracle, and his answer 
meant that he would, bye and bye. It is plain she 
expected it, from what she said to the servants. 

Frederic. I think as George said. 
(He repeated it.) 

Lemuel. I thought ** mine hour is not yet come," 
meant the hour to do the miracle. 

George B. I saw the stone watering pots in the 
court. 

Alexander. I do not think we could turn water into 
wine, even if vve were as good as Jesus; 

Samuel R^ I think his answer meant, that there was 
no need of making the wine quite yet. 

Mr. Alcott. Was it such wine as we have in our 
decanters? 

Samuel R. No ; it tasted like wine, but it vi^as like 
water. It would not intoxicate. 

George K. I think it was a mysterious medicinal 
wine. 

Lemuel. I think they were made to think it was 
wine. 
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Mr. Alcott. Was the miracle worked in their 
minds or upon the water? 

{Half thought one way, half the other.) 

Emma. I think his mother telling him there was no 
wine, shows her faith in him. 

Lucia. I have nothing to say, but I was interested. 

Mr. Alcott. I like to have you say freely, that you 
have nothing to say, when you have nothing. 

But now can you tell me what is the significance of 
this? 

(None answered.) 

What does marriage mean ? 
bhmrfpX GEORaE K. Deep love. 

Charles. Union of Spirit. 
Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus mean to teach by this 
miracle? 
Hales. What he could do. 
Emma. His faith and power^ 
Nathan. For us to believe in God as he did. 
Charles. It was to teach temperance. 
Frederic Faith in God. 

( The rest said they did not know.) 
Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you see all the 
meaning of this miracle? 

(Ml) 
When you were talking of the Temptation, you were 
somewhat puzzled, as you are now, for you were 
thinking altogether of outward things. The mountain, 
the pinnacle of the temple, troubled you. Can you not 
turn your thoughts inward, as you did then, and ask 
yourselves, what these things may be emblems of? 
Charles. Water is an emblem of purity. 
Mr. Alcott. And wine? 
( There was no answer.) 
And the change? 

VOL. II. 3 
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Lemuel. Of growing better ; making good better. 

One. The bride was purity. 

Mr. Alcott. Charles said marriage was spiritual 
union. Can you work up these emblems into some- 
thing ? 

Nathan. The water meant purity, the wine good- 
ness. 

Mr. Alcott. And did Christ's presence sanctify the 
union ? 

Augustine. There must have been real 

Phenomena. wine made, for the governor of the feast 

tasted it. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that to view it all as an 

outward fact, would be more, interesting and wonderful, 

than to view it as emblematic? 

Augustine. No ; not more wonderful ; but that is 
the way it really was. 

Mr. Alcott. Did he do this to gratify their appe- 
tites ? 

Augustine. No ; but to supply their wants. 
Mr. Alcott. Do you think that the whole matter 
was simply that there was a wedding, and there was not 
wine enough, and Jesus being there, kindly made them 
some wine .^ 
Augustine and Others. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that it means 
more ? 

(jSome rose.) 
Now all who think Jesus turned water into wine, liter- 
ally and actually, may rise. 

{Jill rose,) 
And as an emblem of a beautiful truth .^ . 
( They still stood up.) 

{Here there was an intermission, and when 
intermiMion. ^j^^ assembled again, Mr. Ahott again read 
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the passage, paraphrasing the fourth verse, — " fFo- 
man, my thoughts are not like yours; you are think- 
ing of making wine ; I am thinking wJiat vfine sig- 
nijies,") 
Mr. Alcott. What does this whole story signify? 
{No answer.) 
Which do you think was the greatest miracle, to change 
water into wine, or to open the minds of men into 
the real meaning of marriage ? 
{No answer.) 

r» • . , ^ Where do miracles begin ? 

Origin and Cause ° 

of Miracles in ( No anSWer. ) 

^'" ' Do they begin in the Spirit, and flow out 

into things, or begin in things? 

Several. In the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Where is the cause of miracles? 

Several. In the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Where is the Life that causes a seed 
to spring out and seek the light? 

Lucia. In God. 

Mr. Alcott. Where is God? 

Lucia. In the seed. 

Mr. Alcott. How is spiritual " glory " shown forth ? 

Lucia. By being good. 
Types of Mirac- ^*' Alcott. Givc me somo fact of Na- 
oious Agency, ture, by which spiritual glory is shown forth 

Augustine. In the oak coming out of the acorn. 

Andrew. In the rose coming out of the bud, for 
there is power. 

Franklin. Dr. Channing shows fortb spiritual glory 
in his thoughts and feelings, when he preaches and tries 
to make people good. 

Emma. God shows forth glory in Nature, and in the 
Soul of man. 
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Samuel T. A little baby'^ows forth spiritual glory. 

Martha. A dove shows forth God's glory. 

Alexander. An elephant shows forth patience and 
nobleness. 

George K. A lion shows forth the power of God. 

Others. The sun. The moon. The stars, &.c. 

Mr. Alcott. The glory is not of things themselves ; 
but things shadow forth the glory of God. 

Does . any outward thing show it forth completely ? 
Lions, flowers, stars? 

( They signified dissent while he remained in the Out- 
vfard creations but when he said,) 
In Human Nature ? 

All. Yes ; in Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that Jesus showed forth 
all the glory of God ; that nothing at all was withheld.^ 
{Some said yes, some no,) 

Now tell me, do you think the change of 
Bf^Kenomena. water into wiue was actually made in the 
outward world ? 
(Jill held up hands but Francis and Franklin.) 
Was that all the miracle ? 

{•All said no, but Alexander and Jlugustine.) 
Augustine. I think he had no other meaning than to 
show that he was willing to supply their needs. 

Mr. Alcott. Had Jesus never performed any other 
miracle, should you have regarded this as something 
very great? 

{Most held up hands,) 
Welles. If he had not done any other miracle, I 
should have thought that Jesus brought the wine him- 
self. 

Franklin. I think the miracle was em- 

Mr. Alcott. Do others think so .^ and of 
what? 
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John B. It was emblematic of power. 

Franklin. I think it was emblematic of purity, 
united to greater purity — to faith and love. 

Emma. And that is marriage. 

Mr. Alcott. Is marriage an emblem? 

Emma. Yes ; it is an emblem of two spirits united 
in purity and love. 

Samuel R. I think the whole story is an emblem of 
changing good into better. 

George K. I think water was pure, and wine was 
purer, and it signified that they must purify their spirits. 

Martha>. The wine was purer than the water. 

Augustine. Wine is not so pure as water — water 
represents truth. 

Andrew. I think the wine was the Spirit of Jesus. 

Welles. Water represents purity, but wine means 
more things, love, faith, &c. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the word Chastity? 
That word represents something more than purity, for 
it implies self-restraint. This story may represent 
deep love, as one of you said at the beginning of the 
Conversation, and when deep love is restrained by 
principles, it is chastity. 

Recorder. I think you have led the child- 
Recorder's j.gjj Jq^q ^j^ allegorical interpretation of 

this passage, when their own minds did not 
tend towards it. In no conversation has it been so diffi- 
cult to keep them to the subject, nor have you sug- 
gested so much. I cannot help being gratified at this, 
myself; because I do not believe the Evangelist had any 
idea of setting forth any thing but the kind sanction of 
Jesus to the innocent festivities which celebrate mar- 
riage. 

Mr. Alcott. It is remarkable, that this is the only 
instance in which I have premeditated one of these 

a* 
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Conversations. I studied this passage beforehand, and 
in no instance have we succeeded so ill. It is better 
to give the subject up to the children, and let them lead 
us where they will. The course pursued in this, is in 
violation of the plan proposed at the beginning of the 
Conversations, and confirms the naturalness of that 
plan, by the want of success which has attended this 
eCfort^ I think this worthy of remark. 



CONVERSATION XXV. 

INSTINCTIVB INSPIRATION. 

EITTHUaiASM. 



Forifieation of the Temple, from the Sacred Text. ~~ Idea of Indignation. — 
Emblem of Indication. — Moral Intimidation. — Awe — Dramatic Em- 
blem. — Religious Enthusiasm. — Self-Purification. — Worship. 

Mr. Alcott read tl^e 

PVRIFICATIOir OF THE TSMPJUE. 

JoHrr ii. 13-17. 

Before the p -« *' ^^ '^"^ '^® Jews' paasover was at hand, and 
Vulgar ^ra, 27. * Jeans went up to Jerusalem, 

^•j^^ * 14 *And found in. the temple thoee that sold oxen and 
•beep and doves, and the changers of money sitting : 
Temple at Jem- 35 ^nd when he had made a scourge of small cords, be 
* Matt xxi. 12. ^'^^^ them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the 
Mark xi. 15. oxen ; and poured out the changers' money, and oyerihrew 
Lake xix. 45. the tables ; 

16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things 
hence j make not my Father*s house an house of merchandize. 

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, 
t Ps. Ixiz. 9. t ^^® '®<^1 of thine house bath eaten me up. 

Mr. Alcott explained the origin of the Feast, the 
courts of the Temple,^ &c, and asked the usual question. 

JosiAH. Jesus meant to show them that 

indLnatioo *^®^' were wicked in making any place to 

worship God in, a place for any thing else. 

I can see Jesus going into the temple, and the little 

tables of shops, and the sheep lying about. Jesus was 
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smiling when he went in ; but when he sees this he looks 
pretty cross. 

Mr. Alcott. What feeling has he in his mind.^ 

JosiAH. I have had it sometimes — he feels that they 
ought not to do so. 

Emma. It was indignation. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference between anger 
and indignation ? 

Emma. Anger wants to hurt, to injure ; but indigna- 
. tion only feels the wrong, and wants to have others feel 
so too. 

Mr. Alcott. Is the outward expression alike? 

Emma. No ; when indignant one looks resolute. 

Ellen. I think it was a sorroWful look in Jesus. 

Emma. Yes ; there is sorrow in indignation. 

Frederic. He felt displeasure ; there was no anger, 
nor peevishness, nor fretful uess. He seemed rather 
impatient, but not worrisome ; he wanted to get them 
away quick. 

Franklin. I have thought he cried a little. 

Andrew. His feeling was sorrowfulness for their 
using the temple of God as a shop. 

Lemuel. He looks red at the men who are selling in 
the temple. 

Mr. Alcott. Is anger right? 

Lemuel. No ; but indignation is, when it does not 
go too far. 

Frederic. When it does not come to blows. But 
he did not use the whip. 

Mr. Alcott. Who else think he did not "use the 

whip? 

( The majority thought he did not.) 
What was the whip for? 

Several. It was an emblem of warning. 
ChMtitemont Others. Of indignation. Of cha^ti8e- 
ment. 
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Mr. Alcott. What made them all go out, 

Sidation. i^ ^e ^^^ not use the whip ? 

JosiAH. He took the whip to drive the 
cattle out. 

Ma. Alcott. What made the people go out.^ 

JosiAH. Because they were afraid he would whip 
them. And yet it seems as if it was a kind of deception 
to have frightened them so. My mind is not clear about 
it. He must have known that he would have frightened 
them with his whip, and yet he could not have intended 
for one moment to whip them. 

Emma. They went out because he told 
them to go, and they were ashamed of 
themselves on account of something in his manner. 

Augustine. I think he held up his whip, in a warn- 
ing, emblematic way, and looked at each, till one by one 
they went out. 

John B. I think he whipped, but very calmly, with- 
out passion, so as to make them think, 

George K. They went out because they feared his 
miraculous power. 

Mr. Alcott. Was there in this act any thing hasty, 
Fiolent, or any want of self-control? 

Augustine. He never lost his self-control in his life, 

Mr. Alcott. Some people have thought that Jesus 
vras hasty in doing this ; others have thought it was 
a necessary severity, by which he showed them, in 
a manner they could understand, that they had done 
what was unworthy. What do you think? 

£mma. I think it would have been better not to have 
ased the whip. 

AiTousTiNE, I think Jesus knew best. 



Mr. Alcott. The whole scene may be 
considered as a dramatic exhibition of in- 
dignant enthusiasm. I think the use of 
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the whip was only as an emblem ; the scourge was 
probably made very deliberately before their eyes, and 
the action probably attracted the attention of all. 
Prophets among the Jews were in the habit of doing 
emblematic things. The multitude thought him a 
prophet, and they watched his doings, and were con- 
victed in their consciences, and went out of themselves. 
Then he overturned the money-changers' tables. " And 
his disciples remembered that it was written " by their 
prophets, << The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up." 

What does zeal mean ? 

Emma. To do things willingly. 

InSlln. LucA. Ardently. 

Prederic. The temple of God absorbed 
his thoughts — that is what the rest of the words mean. 
Mr. AI.COTT. What did Jesus come to 

punfyi^ 

Franklin. Our thoughts and feelings. 

Frederic. Our spirits. 

Mr, Alcott. Where do we go to purify our spirits? 
. Frederic. To the house of God. 

ora ip. jy|j^ Alcott. How did Jesus begin the 

work of purification? 

Frederic. He purified himself. 

Mr. Alcott. By victory over temptation — and 
what next? 

Franjclin. He purified water into wine. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. His affections — and what next? 

Franklin. The temple. 

Mr. Alcott. Jesus was earnest in the purification 
of the Body and the Church. He could not bear to see 
the Temple desecrated to the ends of trade. Against 
idolatry of gold he set himself on all occasions. 



CONVERSATION XXVI 

IMMORTALITY OF SPIRIT. 



RESURRECTION. 



Review. — Jesus io the Temple, from the Sacred Text. — ' Domioion of Sense. 
Immortality of Spirit. — Theories of Corporeal Reappearance. — Revival of 
Reminiscence and Faith. — Spiritual and Material Reality. — Transfigura- 
tion of Matter. — Subordination of Body in Death. — Idea of Immortality. 

Mr. Alcott. What was Jesns doing, and 
eview. where was he, when we left him.? 

Ellen. Driving the people out of the temple at 
Jerusalem ; and we concluded he did it with gentleness. 

Augustine. And that he used the whip only to drive 
out the cattli^. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes; that was Josiah's thought, and 
it seemed to please you. . I have mentioned it to others 
since, and one person said that it was surprising that it 
had never been thought of before. 

He then read the account of 

JESUS IN THE TEMPLE. 

John ii. 18-22. 

Before the ,.38 Then answered the Jews and said unto 

Vulgar iEra, 27. Resurrection. * ,,t. * - . , ,. 

Julian Period "*"» What sign showest thou unto us, see- 

4740. ing that thou doest these things ? 

_ , ^ - 19 Jesus answered and said unto them. Destroy this 

Temple at Jeru- ^ ' . . ... . t n • • - 

salem. temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 

* Matt xxvi. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this 

61. & xxvii. 40. temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three davs ' 
MarK XIV. oo. A, «.. ..A. .«.. "'' 

& XV. S9. ^^ "^^ "® spake f of the temple of his body. 

t Heb. viii. 2. 23 When therefore he was risen from the dead, X his di^ci- 

t Luke XXIV 8. pj^g remembered that he had said this unto them j and they 

believed the scripture and the word which Jesus had said. 
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Mr. Alcott. Why did they ask a sign ? 
S^siSle? Franklin. They wanted to know what he 

meant, and wanted some miracle to tell 
them. 
Frederic. They wanted some sign that he had a 
right to do so. 

Mr. Alcott. What did his answer mean? 
Emma. That they would crucify him, and that he 
should be raised^ 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he say "this tem- 

Immortality pie " ? 

of Spirit. r • . « i . , in 

Lemuel. Because the Body is the Temple 

of the Spirit. 

Franklin. Because he happened to be in the temple. 

Martha. The temple is the place where people 
should go to worship God. 

Samuel T. The body is a temple over the spirit. 

Andrew. The body is the temple. The spirit wor- 
ships — not the body. 

Mr. Alcott. The Jevm did not know of inward 
worship ; but of outward worship. They had no idea 
of any other temple than one of mortar and stone, or 
of wood. "Forty and six years was this temple in 
building," said they. 

Franklin. After this body has decayed, it will take 
some new form, such as of a little baby. 

Samuel R. The flesh decays ; it becomes some 
other person, or remains dust. 

Andrew. If they destroyed his body, it would after- 
wards help to make some other body. 

Frederic. I think those words of Jesus mean, that 
the spirit will be raised up to heaven, after the body is 
decayed, and the dust might perhaps make some other 

body. 

Welles. I think it meant that his spirit w*uld go 

into this body and raise it up. 
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Theories f JosiAH. Mr. Alcott, Will you tcH me where 
Corporeal -' the Spirit of Jcsiis was, while his body was 

Keappearance. . . , . 

hanging on the cross r 

Mr. Alcott. Where was your spirit before it came 
into your body? 

JosiAH. It was with God ; but still, I do not see 
where his was at that time: He was going to build up 
his body again in three days ; but if his spirit had been 
in his body then, it would have made it alive. 

Mr. Alcott. Could it not return to God, and aAer 
three days, reenter his body ? 

JosiAH. I don't understand how it could. 

Augustine. When Jesus rose from the dead, he 
only seemed to be a Body to his disciples. No one else 
saw him or could see him. 

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think as Augustine 
does, that there was no real flesh at the resurrection.^ 

(^No answer,) 
There are some who think that if his body did not come 
out of the grave, Christianity is not proved. They think 
that the resurrection of the body from the grave is as 
important to the truth of Christianity as the resurrection 
of the Soul from the Body. 

Do you think the body of Jesus rose from the grave? 
(Several rose.) 

Martha and Frederic I do not understand the 
account of the resurrection, if his body did not rise. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think it is of small importance 
that bis body should rise? 
(All the rest rose.) 

Recorder. Did not the Evangelist mean to teach 
that the body of Jesus rose and left the tomb empty? 

Mb. Alcott. Yes; I think that the Evangelist 
so viewed it. 

Who think the flesh ascen^^d? 
(George B.) 

VOL. II. S 



26 RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS. 

Frederic. I think the body rose from the grave. 

Ellen. I do not think any flesh ascended, or even 
rose. 

Mr. Alcott. Why do painters paint a body in the 
resurrection and ascension ? 

Ellen. Because they could not paint a Spirit. 
^ . , ^ Charles. I think the memory of the dis- 

Revivai of . t l ^ 

Reminiscence ciples would be SO Strong m Jesus, that after 
he was killed, his spirit would watch over 
the body which he had left, and they would be so afflict- 
ed, that he would take a body again, and show hindself to 
them. 

Mr. Alcott. Did he intend to take the same body ? 

Charles. He would be there spiritually ; and the 
memory of the disciples would be so strong that he 
would appear to them. 

Mr. Alcott. Do others think that it was through 
the strength of memory and imagination, the disciples 
saw him.? > 

Franklin. I think both the resurrection and ascen- 
sion were in the memory and imagination of the dis- 
ciples ; but then they were real facts, even more real 
than those which the eyes perceive, . 

Mr. AiiCOTT. Which, perceives the most 
2Sa'[ RiX^y^*^ ^^ things, Memory, Imagination or the 
the Senses.? 
{Their opinions were divided.) 

Mr. Alcott. What becoifiBa of the body 

rfMlfS""""" after death? 

Nathan. It becomes a part of the earth. 

Mr. Alcott. Does that grow? 

Nathan. Yes ; it grows up in grass ; and then the 
cows eat it ; anA then we drink the milk of the cow. 

Mr. Alcott^ It is demonstrated by physiology that 
the matter of the human body is changed every few 
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years ; and some persons think that they can perceive 
as often a renewal of ideas. 

What builds up the body? 

Franklin. The spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. And when the spirit leaves the body? 

Frederic. The body decays. 

Mr. Alcott. And perhaps becomes a rock, or a 
tree, or an animal. Matter is like a great sea ; and the 
moving of matter — its universal changes — is produced 
by a living Spirit which pervades it. This living Spirit 
was what Jesus chilled the Father. 

What is meant by rising from the dead? 
ISrin D'eath."*^ What is it to be dead ? Is death, in spirits, 
or in bodies? 

Several. In bodies, — in matter. 

Mr. Alcott. And Spirit never dies. It 
Idea of ig imniortal. It endows Nature and the 

Immortalitj. 

Body with life. 
Now all those may rise who think that Jesus meant 
by these words, that the body which was nailed to the 
cross, was to come forth from the grave in three days. 
(^Several rose,- The rest thot^ht that he spoke of the 
resurrection of the Spirit from the Body.) 



CONVERSATION XXVII. 

ANALYSIS OP THE HUMAN SPIRIT. 
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Miasion of Jesas, from the Sacred Text. — Significanoe of the PaMover. — 
CoDditions of Self- Insight — Intuition of Duty. — Aspiration after Holi- 
ness. — Christ in the Soul. — Failh in Homanity. — Inability of Unbe- 
lief. — Spiritual Blindness. — Subsistence of the Human Spirit on Holi- 
ness. — Absolute Good. — Phenomenal Existence of Evil. — Good and 
Evil. — Eternity of Holiness. — Immortality of Holiness. — Religion. 

— Trinity of Powers in Conscience. — Order of Spiritual Growths- — 
Instinct. — Faith. — Imagination. — Reason. — Fruits of Spiritual Growth. 

— Truth. — Good. — Beauty. — Elements of Absolute Being. — God. — 
Elements and Products of Human Nature. — Destiny of Humanity. — 
Irregular Growth of Powers. — Allegory of the Huntan FacoUies. — Syn- 
thesis of Being. 

Mr. Alcott read the lesson for the day. 

WISDOM or JESUS. 

JoHK ii. S3 -35. 

Before the p u i ^ Now, when he was in Jerusalem at the 

l^r^^ti^' f-ychology. p^„„^g,^ i„ th^ f^„t ^y^ „^„y believed in 
4740. * ^^* name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 

34 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because 
Temple at ^^ ^^^^^ ^„ 

Jerusalem. 

35 And needed not that any should testify of man : for 

♦ I Sam. xvi, 7. • be knew what was in man. 
1 Chron. xxviii. 
9. Ch. vi. 64. 
Aets i. 34 
Rot. ii. 33. 

Significance of Edward J. The feast at Jerusalem was 
the Passover, because God did so much for the Jews, 
carrying them through the Red Sea, 
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Elt.en. The feast was the passover. That made me 
tbi: k of the plagues in Egypt, and I thought, too, of the 
fea^t at Jerusalem, and of the Jews sitting or rather re- 
posing at their tables, eating such things as we do on 
communion day. 

„ ,. . , Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know 

Condition of 

Self-Insight. " what was m man ".? 

JosiAH. He was good, and he got wha 
he knew from God, just as I do. 

Mr. Alcott; Does God give you all the knowledge 
you try after ^ 

JosiAH. Yes; and he gave me one thing I did not 
try after, and that is my Spirit, and he put it in my 
body. My body could not go to God and try after a 
spirit. 

Wr. Alcott. Can your spirit carry your body to 
God ? 

JosiAH. No ; my body cannot even be carried to 
God. Only spirit can go to God. 

Aitgustine. I think Jesus knew what was in man 
because he made men and always sees into them, and is 
the only real man himself. 

Mr. Alcott. Is man God ? 

Augustine. No ; but God is the only real man. 

Samuel R. I think as Augustine does, that Jesus 
made man, and so he knew what was in him ; but I 
cannot know, for I did not make him. 

Mr. Alcott. Who made Jesus Christ ? 

Samuel R. No one made his Spirit. 

Frakklin. Jesus always was. 

Lemuel. God tells us something, if we 

Intuition , 

of Duty. try to get truth. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; Jesus says, *' If any 
one would know of the Doctrme let him do the Will 
of God.*' 

8* 
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Welles. Jesus did not need the testimony of man, 
because virtue testifies itself. Conscience is its own 
testifier. 

Joseph. Jesus must have found out what was in 
man by a miracle, for he could not have found it, in 
the way that people find out other things. 

Mr. Alcott. Where was the miracle ? 

Joseph. In his mind, he was so much better than 
we are. 

Mr. Alcott. If you was very good, would there 
be miracles in your mind ? 

Joseph. If I was as good as he. There never was 
any miracle in my mind, but I should like to have one. 

George K. He knew what was in man because he 
was good. 

Mr. Alcott. Do people know other people, ac- 
eording as they are good themselves ? 

Ggoroe K. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Where did Jesus get his knowledge ? 

Martha. He went into his own Soul. 

Samuel R. I thought Jesus found out what was in 
man because he was so good. People who are not 
good do not know what is in other people. 

■ 

. . . John B. Jesus knew what was in man. 

Aspiration r-i i i , . • 

after Uaiineav. because God told bim. 

Mr. Alcott. In a different way from 
what h» tells you ? 

John B. No ; but Jesus was better, and God told 
him more. 

Mr. Alcott. Does God's telling depend on ygu or 
on God ? . 

JoHK B. God tells us all we ought tolcnow always* 

Mr. Alcott. Then if you were as willing and 
eager to be taught by God as Jesus was, could you 
know as much ? is the knowledge ready for you ? 
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JoHH B. Tes ; but God gave Jesus more power than 
he gave me. 
Mr. Alcott. Whether he tried or not ? 
John B. No ; it does depend on trying. 

Christ in ^^' Alcott. May we say that there 

theSoai. is a Christ in the depths of our Spirit,* 

> ^ which mtty be brought out, if we will try 

as Jesus did. Do you think so ? 

(^11 rose but Frederic^ Welles, and Augustine.) 

Augustine. No ; because Jesus was God, and we 
cannot be said to have God in us. 

Frederic. I do not think Jesus Christ himself is in 
my Spirit — but only powers equal to his. 

The Rest. That was what we meant. 

Emma. We have lessened our powers. 

p . Mr. Alcott. Must we believe in any- 

Bamanity. thing first, in order to believe in Jesus 
Christ ? 

Frederic. Yes ; we must believe in God, as he 
shows himself in our spirits. These people thought of 
a different kind of Messiah. — A man like Alexander 
the Great, or Mahomet. 

Charles, t should have expected the same. 

Mr. Alcott. What ! if you had read the prophets f 

Charles. Yes ; they describe him as an outward 
deliverer. 

Mr. Alcott. They knew that prophets spoke in 
emblems. Strictly speaking, we cannot say that we 
have the power now, because we have yielded to 
temptation, but we were born with it, I think. 

* This is what Josiah recalled in his conversation on the 
Woman of Samaria. 
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inabilit of Welles. I don't thiTik wc could have so 
Unbeiiof much powcf as Jesus, if we were ever so 

good, 

Mr, Alcott. When he was a baby, was he differ- 
ent from you as a baby ? 

Welles. Yes ; a little different. 

Mr. Alcott. You have not so much faith in your 
nature as the rest, and, you do not accomplish as much 
moral work as those who believe more in their na- 
ture. 

„ . . , Andrew. Jesus did " not commit himself" 

Spiritual 

Blindness. to the bad ; for he would only tell his power 

to those who could understand it. 

Mr. Alcott. Could bad men see his miracles .' 

Andrew. No ; only the spirit's eyes can see a mira- 
cle. 

Mr. Alcott. Is the outward world committed to a 
blind man ? 

Frederic No ; because he has no eyes. 

Mr. Alcott^ Is there not such a thing as being 
blind to the spiritual world ? 

Frederic . Yes ; and it is not committed to some. 

Mr. Alcott. Would bad men think Jesus was 
bad.? 

Andrew. Yes ; because of their own Badness. 

Frederic Jesus only told his disciples who he was. 
If he had told others, they would not have known what 
he meant. 

Charles. Did he not wish to tell them that he was 
the Son of God ? He wanted I suppose to see what 
effect his miracles Would have. 

Mr. Alcott. What is this power of working mira- 
cles .? 

George K. Holiness. 
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Mr. Alcott. But Holiness is grounded on some- 
thiog deeper. 

Charl£S. On Spirit. 
8ui««tence of ^ ^' ^^<^<>TT. No w, what does your Spirit 

the Haman Spirit subsist on ? 

on Holiness. -- y^ ^mi . « • . 

Ellen. On Christ's Spirit. 
Franklin. On Holiness. 
Charles. On Good or Evil. 

Mr. Alcott. On what does Good and Evil subsist .^ 
Ellen. Good subsists on Christ : Evil on 

Absolate Good. , . « . . 

tbe opposite Spirit. 

Charles. I don't think Evil is a real ex- 
UtenTo7E.nr Jstence ; but is the lessening of Good. It is 

the going away from Good which is called 
Evil ; there is no being to evil. 

Welles. Good comes from God. It is God acting 
in a man. 

Andrew. Good is God in one sense : but 

when we say, it tastes good, we do not 
mean God. Material good is not God, but we mean it 
is a good to the body. 

Mr. Alcott. And so there must be some of God in 
it. And is not this true ; is not God Goodness, and as 
much of Goodness as we get, is God? Man has Good 
within him. God is absolute Goodness, Now can you 
tell me what your spirit lives upon? 
Several.. On Goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. Did Goodness have any beginning or 
end? 
Eternity of Andrew. No ; it is Eternal, Immortal. 

Holiness. 

Immortality of Mr. Alcott. And whcu you do a good 
HoiineM. act, or have a good feeling, do you revive 

any thing immortal, undyin^ in you? 
{Ml rose.) 
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But sometimes we find it, and lose it again afterwards. 
What Faculty takes hold of Goodness and 
« '&">"• revives the Immortal within you? 

Several. The Spiritual Faculty. Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. When we bring Conscience out and 
make it act ; when Conscience has acted out the Spirit's 
thoughts and feelings, what do we call it? 

Charles. Reason. 

Mr. Alcott. I think it something more than 
Reason. 

Several. Faith. Love. Affection. Heligion. 

„ . . ^ Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience a good, or is 

Trinity of . o ' 

Powers ia . it GoodueSS? 

Welles. At first, it is Goodness. 
Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience an Instinct, — a Senti- 
ment, or is it an Idea ? 
Franklin. It is an Idea. 
Others. It is all of these. 

Order of Spirit- ^** Ai.coTT. How much is there epiritaal 
uai Growth. jn Instinct? 

Charles. A natural want. 

Mr. Alcott. What comes afker this want? 

{Several answers were g-ivien, among fjohieh 

Lore and Faith; r >>■ ^ n '^i. \ 

were^ Love, Hopey and Fatth.) 
Mr. Alcott. Well what comes next? 

Franklin. We imagines what it is. 
magma ion. ^^ Alcott. And having shaped the 
spiritual life in the Imagination, what comes next? 
Reagoa. Qharles. Reasou, whjch finds the whj. 

Fruits of Spirit- Mr. Alcott. What is reason afler? 

aalUrowU.. ChARLES. Ti^Uth. 

Mr. Alcott. What represents Truth ? 
Charles. Imagination. 
Mr* Alcott. What is imagination afler? 
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Chakles. Truth. 

Mr. Alcott. Something more. 

What is the spiritual faculty, Conscience, 
after? 
Charles., Good. 

Mr. Alcott. And the Imagination unites there ; and 
there is something which the Imagination finds that rep- 
resents the union. 

{Charles did not answer,) 
What do you think of that cast. ^ IPointing ia Chan- 
iry^s east of Lady Louisa Russel."] 

Charles. It is beautiful ; the Imagination 
finds beauty. 

Mr. Alcott. What, then, have we found in man? 
Charles. Goodness, Truth, Beauty. 
Mr. Alcott. Are these of us, or of God? 
Charles. Of God. 
aS fiLg. M«- Alcott. We may have the true, the 
beautiful, and the good, within us ; but can 
we have Truth, Beauty, and Goodness? 
God. Charles. No ; these are God. 

,, , Mr. Alcott. The elements of human na- 

Elements and 

Praducts of ture are, 

a ure. j rj,^^ SeNSE OF THE Goop. 

II. The Sentiment of the Beautiful. 

III. The Idea of the True. 

What is that word which comprehends all the produc- 
tions of the Imagination? 

(No answer,) 
Is it not Art ? . 

And what one word comprehends all the productions 
of the Reason^ Is it not Philosophy? 

And what does the spiritual faculty, Conscience, 
produce ? 
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Several. Religion. 

Mr. Alcott. If Jesus Christ knew what 
Sumanity^ was in man, he knew all man could do and 
be — that iTe could lay hold on Immortal- 
ity by his Spiritual Faculty, on Truth by his Rational 
Facuky, on Beauty by his Imaginative Faculty. 
Irregular Growth ^ave you all these elements.? 

of Powers. AlL. YeS. 

Mr. Alcott. Who think the Spiritual Faculty in 
them is behind all the others? 

(All rose.) 
Who think its slumber is Evil? 

(AIL) 
Who think their Imaginative Faculty is not cultivated 
enough ; that they do not shape thoughts of truth and 
feeling into forms of truth and art? 
(Most thought io,) 

Nathan. I have too much Imagination. 

Welles. I don't know how it is with me. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you see clearly, all that you ought 
to do and think? 

Welles and Nathan. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Then you have not Imagination 
enough. Imagination is the representative or shaping 
faculty of the Soul. Now tell me, whether you have 
the power of putting all your sense of what is good, your 
notion of what is true, your feeling of what is beautiful, 
into words, actions, or forms? 

(None answered.) 
Do you think this power of Imagination wants cultiva- 
tion in you ? 

(All rose,) 
Do you think that your Reasoning faculty is culti- 
Yated enough) — that you always know why, and have 
facts to bring through your Imagination ? 
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(None answered.) 
Can you reason without imagination? 

Lemuel. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. What would you have to reason on, 
if you had no Imagination; what represents thought! 
and things? 

Lemuel. Imagination. 

Mr. Alcott. How then could you reason without 
Imagination ? 

George B. You could reason on fancies. 

Mr. Alcott. Fancy is Imagination's er- 
the Hiimaa rand boy, who goes to gather flower.s ; and 
Reason has an errand boy too ; it is Un- 
derstanding, who goes off by the Senses. And what is 
theerrantl boy of Conscience? 

Lucia. It has none. 

Mr. Alcott. What if Fancy should carry to Ima- 
gioation what belongs to Reason ; and Understanding 
should bring to Reason what belongs to Imagination? 
It is very important that these errand boys should mind 
their own masters. Some keep Fancy at work gather- 
ing flowers ; and some keep Understanding at work 
gathering outward facts. There sits the Spirit on her 
throne, with Reason on her right hand, and Imagina- 
tion on her left. 

Charlrs. That is it! 

Mr. Alcott. And a little way off, before Imagi- 
nation, is Fancy bending with the flowers which she has 
gathered, and which she brings to Innagination to name, 
for Fancy does not know their named. And, on the 
other side, Understanding brings her gatherings to Rea- 
son to name. But somctinxes the Fancy and Under- 
standing bring so many things, that the Reason and 
Imagination have no time to do their appointed work. 

VOL. II. 4 
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But when they do, they name the things and hand them 
over to Conscience. 

Lemuel. Where is Conscience ? 
Mr. Alcott. Conscience is the voice of the Spirit 
itself, and Conscience offers up what it accepts, to the 
Divinity. • 

{He then went into the details of the allegory, speaking 
of the tricks of Fancy, the short-sightedness of Un- 
derstanding, the inactimty of Reason, the illusions of 
Inuigination ; ilkutrating the disorders of the Soul,) 

Our Conversation has be6n long to-day, 
Synthosis of ^^j ^g havc ruu ovcr great and deep sub- 
jects. We have been seeking to find out 
the Wisdom and Knowledge of Jesus. 
Knowledge of God is Theologt. 
Knowledge of Nature is Physiology. 
Knowledge of Man is Psychology. 
These all are enfolded in the Soul op Man. Life 
tempts them forth from the Soul. 



CONVERSATION XXVIII 

RENOVATION OP SPIRIT, 
REGEM EB^ATIOir. 



Review. — Immortalitj. — Interview between Jetua and Nicodemns, from 
theSacied Text. — Idea of Nicodemus. — Faitli and its Emblem. — Re- 
newal by Faith. — Spiritual Birth. — Renovation. — End of Human Life. 
—Renovation of Life. — Uolinees of Infancy. — Prayer. — Fallen Spirits. 
— Perversion of Childhood. — Infancy an Einblem of Holiness^ 

Mr. Alcott. What did we have last .^ 
Charles. An allegory on the faculties. 

Mr. Alcott. What faculty is most active in you — 
each \ 

William C, Lucia, Frederic, and John B. Im- 
agination. 

Welles. Reason. 

£dward J., Alexander, and Nathan. Fancy. 

Franklin, Augustine, and George B. , Fancy and 
Imagination. 

Charles. Reason and Conscience are on my lefl 
side^ Imagination is on the right. 

Samuel R. All my faculties work more than Im- 
agination. 

Lemuel. Understanding in me. 

Andrew. Imagination and Conscience. Once Im- 
agination began first, now Conscience does. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you no understanding ; do you 
not wish to know about outward things? 

Andrew. Yes; but I cannot, for my Imagination 
interrupts me. 
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Joseph. Ifi:st look fur what is good, and then for 
what is trup. 
Mr. Alcott. a perfect man uses all these faculties. 
Charles. When he is dead, he may be called Sleep- 
ing Beauty. 

Mr. Alcott. No ; rather Risen Beauty, 
mmor a i y. Who embodied the Good, the True, and the 
Beautiful ? 
{All rose, but did not speak.) 

Where did we leave Jesus ? 

Several. Driving the people out of the temple of 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Alcott. While he was at Jerusalem at the 
feast. 

Mr. Alcott then read the 

IlfTXRVIEW BETWEEDT JBSUS AND XICODEMUS. 

JuHR iii. 1 -21. 

Before the 1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named 

VolffariEra.Sf/. Human. ...,., , ^ , t 

Julian Period, Renovation. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews : 

4740. 3 'I'be same came to Jesus by night, and 

said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God : fbr no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee. Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God. 

4 r^ficodemus saith unto him. How can a man be liorn 
when he is old ? can he enter the second time into his 
mother's womb, and be bom f 

5 Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and qf the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is horn of the flesh is flesh ; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thei«ef, bM canst toot tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth : so is every one that is born of the tSpif it. 
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Before the 9 Nieodomaa answered and said anto him, How eao tliOM 

Vulvar iEra, 27. i^ing, be ? 

4740. ' ^^ JeBua aiwwered and said unto him, Art tboa a matter 
of Israel, and knowest not these things ? 
Jeiosalem. ^ Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We .speak that wa do 

know, and testily shat we have seenvj and ye reeeire not 
oar witness. 

12 If f havR told you earthly things, and ye believe not, ' 
how shall ye believe, if 1 tell yon of heavenly things ? 

13 And no man hath ascended ap to heaven, but he that 
came down from, heaven, even the Son of man which is ia 
heaven 

* Num. xzi. 9. ^^ * ^"^ ^* Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the t^on of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but liave eternal life. 
1 1 John tv. 9. ^^ t ^"' ^^^ ^^ loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten :!^on, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have evetlustftig life. 
1 Ch. xii. 47. ' ^^ X ^^^ ^**' ^^"^^ not his ^'on into the world to condemn 
the wutM ; but thattiie world through him might be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned; hut he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not b luived in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And thi« is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the worl J, and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their df?edi> were evil. 

30 Foi every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neitlitir cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re- 
proved. 

21 Rut he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
d<!eds ni.ty be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 



Mr. Alcott asked what interested them most. 

Id fN* Joseph. Jesus' saying he must be born 
demus. a<;:tin. That means that when the body 

flies the spirit is born again. The spirit 
is born first when the body is born ; and then it is born 
again when the body dies. 

Augustine. Ni<M)deinus coming at night. He did 
80 because he did not wish the people to know that he 
inclined to believe on Jesus, le^t they should take him 

4» 
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out of office. Il would have been better in him to go 
by day. 

Charles. Why, I thought to get up after he was 
gone to bedy showed great interest in Jesus — but per- 
haps Augustine's thought is right about his motive. I 
imagined Nicodemus in bed, thinking about Jesus, and 
at last getting up to go and be instructed. 

^ -.1- J .. Samuel T. I was interested about the 

Faith and lU 

Emblem. serpent's biting. 

George K. And I. The " Son of man's 
being liAed up '^ means that angels lift men when they 
die. 

Mr. Alcott. Are not men lifted up till they die.^ 

George K. Yes ; when they grow better. 

Mr. Alcott. What are the names of the angels you 
spoke of? 

JosiAH and Others. Faith. Love. Peace. Truth. 

George R. Oh, I have another thought now. The 
Son's "being lifted up " means Jesus being made per- 
fect by Love, and Peace ; and people's looking at him, 
means that we are made better by faith in him. 

JosiAH. Jesus likened this world to a wilderness, and 
his being in it, to the serpent's being lifted up. 

Andrew. It was a sign of ftvith for the people to look 
at the serpent ; but their faith cured the bites. 

Mr. Alcott. So faith can cure the serpent 

Renewal k:»«« 

by Faith. DltCS. 

Andrew. Very deep faith could. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you tell of any thing else of this 
kind that faith does? 

Andrew. Why, in our Saviour's times, -some came 
to life because they believed in Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there do such faith now? 

Andrew. No. 

Mr Alcott. If you were sick, could }'ou exercise 
this faith? 
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Andrew. Yes. 

Mb. Alcott. Should you not want to have a physi- 
cian ? 

Andrew. I always do have one. 

Mr. Alcott. And the physician helps the cure. 

Andrew. God does more than the physician. 

Welles. The brass serpent wa^ to make them 
remember to have faith in God. Their faith in God 
eared them. 

Edward C. Being born again interested 

Spiritual Birth. ° ° 

me. 
Mr. Alcott. Have you been, or do you want to be? 
Edward C. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Being born again means l^eing made 
better in spirit. 

Edward C. I should like to be better, but I do not 
want to have my body born again. 

John B. I think Nicodemus was interested by 
f/ie miracles of Jesus, and wanted to know whether he 
could believe in the rest. 
Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus explain his miracles to him? 
John B. He talked about spiritual birth with him. 

Samuel R. Being born again, I think, 
i«Mmion. means that at death the spirit goes back 
to heaven. It was born before the body at 
first, and goes back to its first state. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the use of the Spir- 
HnmLiLife. ^^^^ entering the body, and suffering, if we 
return to what we were before? 
(Samuel hesitated,) 
Welles. It has learned to resist temptation. 
' Mr. Alcott. Suppose that temptation is not resist- 
ed, and wrong is done? 
Welles. We can then form resolutions. 
Mr. Alcott. What feeling makes us form resolu- 
Itions of amendment? 



3, 
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George B. Repentance. 

Mr. Ai.cott. Then Avhnt do we learn from life.^ 

Augustine. To know more — self-knowledge. 

Mr. Alcott. What is self-knowledge? 

Augustine. Knowledge of Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Of the Spirit's — what.^ 

Charles. The Spirit's Faculties. 
'Mr. Alcott. Which is Self-Consciousness.? Cer- 
tain knowledge, "lifts us up." A little baby is good; 
but being tempted by outward things, it becomes ac- 
quainted with both the outward and inward world, and 
thus acts out its spirit. 

Emma. We ought to do as well as know. 

Mr. Alcott. So we come into the world to put our 
Spirits into action, cither for keeping or recovering our 
innocence. 

Lucia. Being born again means that the Spirit 
should grow better all the time. 

Mji. Alcott. What does the word 

Renovation. -, • ,, • ^i_' i v 

" again " mean in this place i*^ 
Lucia. {^Bfter a pause.) The soul must come back 
to the goodness it had when it was a baby. We must 
lose some part of our goodness and find out what wrong 
is, and then become good again like a baby. 

Mr. Alcott. What do you call a baby at 

Holiness of fircr ? 

Infancy. "'^»>^ • 

LuciA. (Successively.) Innocent. •^— Good. 
— Angelic. 
Mr. Alcott. Is there a better word still? 
Ellen. Holy. 

Mr. Alcott. And holy means what; like God — 
Godlike? 

(All assented.) 
Ellen. I thought being born again meant to have a 
new heart. 
Mr. Alcott. What is having a new heart? 
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EifLEN. To bare all your sins forgiven. 

Mr. Aloott. How is that done? 

Ellen. By praying earnestly, with the 

^^'' spirit ; that is, to mean and feel what we 

say. 

Mr. Alcott. Is feeling, all of prayer? 

George K. Yon must think right, too. 

Charles. And act right, and be right. 

Mr. Alcott. Some of you think, perhaps, that 
prayer consists in saying over some words, whether you 
know what the words mean or not. Is it not true striv- 
iog to do right that makes prayer? 

(All assented. ) 
Is it right then — a prayer — to sit at dinner and eat 
more than you need? 
(Jill said no.) 
Is it prayer to fall into a passion ? 

George K. That is a prayer to the dragon. 

Mr. Alcott. What is a new heart? 

Ellen. It means to want to act right ; to be pure 
like a baby. It says '' again," because once we were 
pure and holy. 

Mr. Alcott. And are not those demons, 
pin . ^jj^ g^ ^^^ whisper wrong feelings and 

thoughts into the souls of these holy ones? 

( All held up hands. ) 
What shape did those demons take who went and 
whispered evil into the ears of your little brothers and 
sisters? was it the shape of Charles, or Lemuel, or 
William? 

(All exclaimed, no.) 
Did you ever strike a little brother or sister? 

(Several held up hands.) 
Were you not then such demons? Did you ever fret a 
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babe — hurt its feelings — be selfish to it — set it an 
example of disobedience, or any other wrong thing? 
{Some confessed to all these things,) * 

■Little babies lose their babyhood — their 

Perversion of i i. i i • /• • -^ ■ 

Childhood. pure and holy life, in a great measure, be- 
cause those around them do not meet their 
holiness with love and generosity, and teach them about 
outward things, and bear patiently the mistakes which 
these little ones make with their heads, not hearts, while 
they are learning the outward world, and things -of time. 
Take care that yon do not help to destroy their holiness. 
Jesus said, " Whoever shall cause one of these little 
ones to offend, it were better for him that a mill-stone 
were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the 
depths of the sea." Who kept his babyhood? 
Several. Christ. 

Childhood an -^ 

Emblem of Charles. God 18 babyhood. 

Mr. Alcott. There is truth in that, I 
believe ; and yet it is language so liable to be misunder- 
stood, that it had better not be used. Do you know of 
any child of your acquaintance, who has such holiness 
and sitQfrlicity as always "to come to the light," having 
nothing within it that may not be seen? 

{Th^re was no answer,) 
We shall resume this subject at our next ConversatioD. 



CONVERSATION XXIX 

RESTAURATION OF SPIRIT. 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL. 



Meaofthe SiipematumI — Interview between Jesaa and Nieodemiw, from 
the Sacred Text. — Type of Retribution. — Naa<,'htinOiig. — rmaginatir* 
Faith. — Ideality of Jesus. — Sense of Supemalurnl. — Redtautation. — 
Idea of Spiritual Renewal. — Peccability of Childhood. — Emblem of 
Spiritual Agency. — Type of Self-Sac|ifico. — Type of Conscience. — 
Open-heartednesa. 

Mr. Alcott. We resume the subject of our last 
Conversation. Do you remember what it was ^ 

Idea of the Charles* The Supernatural. 

Snpernalural. *^ 

{Mr. Alcoit described a storm at sea, and the $ailors in 
despair^ after having struggied with its terrors, 
going beyond Nature to prayer — the Supernatural ; 
— then death, where the Natural grows still, before 
the Supernatural, — then, the coming of Thought 
into the mind — the eagerness to express it,) 
Mr. Alcott. Do you understand the birth of the 
Supernatural withm the Soul ? 
( They assented, ) 
£llen. Jesus taught Nicodemus to be good by 
being born again. 

Mr. AlcoIt. What does being born again 
mean ? 
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George K. To grow better by trying. 

John B. He taught him to have faitb in God. 

Mr. Alcott. You are too general — be particular. 

John B. When Moses, lifted up the serpent, if they 
had faith, they were not bitten. 

Welles. He taught that faith in Jesus would make 
us go to heaven. 

Mr. Alcott here re-read the preceding lesson. 

INTERVIEW BETWEEN JESUS AND NICODEMUS. 

John iii. 1-21. 



Julian Period, 

4740. 

Jerusalem. 



1 There was a man of the Pharisees, nained 

Before the Regeneration. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews : 

i?i!?"^riod 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 

4740. -said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 

from God : for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 

except God be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee. Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

4 Nicoderaus saith unto him. How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter the second time into bis 
mother's womb, and be born ? . 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I. say unto thee, Ex- 
cept a man be born of water and of the Spiiit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh, is flesh : and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be born 
again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou beureat 
the sound thereof, but oanst not tell whence it cometli, 
and whither it goeth : so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. 

9Nicodeini» answered and said onto him. Bow oaa 

» 

these things be ? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him. Art thou a maatar 
of Israel, and knowest not these ihings? 

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen : and ye receive not 
ottr witness. 
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Bafore the IS If I have told yoa earthly thlngi, and j% believe not, 

Vol^r JEtA, 27. ]iow shall ye believe, if 1 tell you of heavenly thing* ? 

<^40 '^ ' ^^ ^^^ °° ™'^° ^'^^^ ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
Jerusalem. heaven. 
* Num xxi. 9. 14 "* And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted Up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 
1 1 John Iv. 9. 16 t For God so loved the world, that he gave bis only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 
X Ch. xii. 47. 17 X ^or God sent not his &k>n into the world to condemn 
the world ^ but that the world through him might be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned ; but he 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Bon of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, becauM 
their deeds were evil. 

90 For every one that doeth evf! faateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest hia deeds should be re- 
proved. 

2L But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his 
deeds may be made manifest, that they are wzoiigfat in God. 



Joseph. We talked last time of being born spirit- 
ually. When the body dies, an angel comes down and 
takes the body. 

Mr. Algott. How does the angel look.^ 

Joseph. Like a man — and the spirit looks good. 

Mr. Alcott. Have the angel and spirit shapes 
really or does your Imagination give them shapes.^ 

Joseph. My Imagination gives them shapes. Some 
spirits are born into Hell. 

Mr, Algott. What is Hell.^ 
UeSibuUon. JosEPH. A great pit, without any bottom, 
big enough to take in the whole world. 
Ms. Algott. Do you mean a real pit, or do you use 
the word pit as an emblem ? 

VOL. II. 5 
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Joseph. Yes ; as an emblem. 

Mr. Alcott. How long does it take to be born 
again ? 
Joseph. A day. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose we should kill ourselves; — 
would that make us be born again? 

Joseph. That would be wrong. We should live and 
prepare ourselves for being born again when we die. 

Mr. Alcott. And is not this preparation the most 
important part of being born again ? 
Joseph. Yes. 

JosiAH. Being born again means seeing more and 
more of God ; and I think if we want to be born again, 
we should not say such a word as Hell ; for I do not 
think it is a proper word to say. 

Mr. Alcott. I use it but seldom ; what word would 
it be better to use than that ? 

JosiAH. We could say the place of the wicked. 

Mr. Alcott. Is it a place .^ or is it being 
aug loeM. naughty ? Do you know what haughty 
means? Naught means, nothing. And when we have 
wasted the holiness of our infancy, are we not nothing 
— naught — naughty? Is not naughty a good word for 
what you mean ? 

JosiAH. Yes: and heaven nrieans goodness. And 
the reason the Spirit goes to heaven, without God's 
letting us see it, is because God wants us to believe 
without seeing. But I cannot conceive of any spirit 
without a shape, Mr. Alcott, can you? 

Mr. Alcott. Why, it is true that I seek 
P^fg"***''® to put my thoughts into shapes ; but there 
are some thoughts and feelings which lean- 
not get into shapes or acts ; and we must not try to get 
all our thoughts and feelings into shapes or acts, he- 
cause we are liable to worship the shapes and habits, 
and thus become idolaters. 
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Charles. Was not Jesus imaginative? 
of Jetiu. Augustine. I should think so, by his pot- 

ting his thoughts into parables and em- 
blems. 
Mr. Alcott. Faith seeks imaginative expression ; 
it is strong, it strives to enact, shape, dramatize. 
Faith is a sense of sonriething which the Understanding 
and Reason have not attained ; it is often accompanied 
with the feeling of awe, — a feeling of something above 
Nature, — a Sense of the Supernatural. 
Sapernatural. There are scenes of Nature which awaken 
awe — which excite in the mind a thought 
of something above nature. And there are actions 
which are accompanied with the same feeling. Have 
you ever felt it? 

JosiAH. Once I told a lie, 'and felt an awe of Con- 
science. I thought I should be struck dead the next 
moment. 

Charles. I was once in the cemetery of St. Paul's, 
at a funeral ; and the lights in the dark passages, and 
the distant music, made me feel awe. 

John B. I was once at the Catholic Church, at a 
wedding, and saw the priests and candles, and felt as 
Charles says. 

Mr. Alcott. All may rise who remember to have 
had this feeling of awe. 

{All rose.) 
All persons have these feelings sometimes. They are 
the presence of the supernatural. 

(/Ye then read the conversation with NicodemuSy para- 
phrasing thus:) 
" We know you come to teach the supernatural, 
for you do what is above the natural, &c. Except 
JU ta f y^" ^® born of water, temperate, and feel 
the supernatural, you cannot be one of 
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my disciples. What is plain to the senses is natural ; 
what is felt only in the Spirit is supernatural. This is 
mysterious, perhaps, as the wind ; you do not understand 
that, neither do you this ; but it is true, &c." 

Is thie birth of the spirit instantaneous, and 
itiRenewi*?" "^»st We Wait till we die for it? 

(Several,) 
Do you think it is gradual, and may begin while we are 
in this. body? ^ ' 

(Several.) 
When do we begin to be born again? 

GcoROE K. When we begin to be good. 

Andrew. So I think ; but the spirit is not c{Qite born 
again till the body is dead. 

Mr. Alcott. Is any part of your spirit born again, 
any faculty? 

Charles. Yes ; af^er you lefl Philadelphia,* my 
faculties, which you had waked up, grew dim ; but 
since I have come back to your school again, they have 
brightened up. I think we can be born again when we 
choose. 

Augustine. I don't ; it is God Jthat does it ; and we 
cannot be born again till we die. 

Nathan. We can prepare to have our spirits born 
again, by learning about God. 

Mr. Alcott. What must our spirits come out of — 
or rather, what part of our natures must they not go 
into ? 

Charles. Our appetites and passions. 

Franklin. We can choose to free ourselves as soon 
as we know good from evil ; and when we die, we are 
freed, 

* This boy had been under the care of the Editor, during bis 
residence in that city. 
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Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus get free before he died? 
Franklin. He never was down. 
Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by hia being " lifted 
up," if he never was down? 

(No answer,) 
Do any of you feel that your spirit has gone down into 
your appetites, &c. ? 
(Ml.) 

Do any of you think that if a little baby's 
Chifdhood! ** parents were perfectly good and wise, and 
arranged every thing about it just as they 
should ; the child having the same kind of help from 
God that children always can have, it would never go 
down, and would not need to be born again? 

(All rose,) 
Do any think it wilt necessarily fall? 
(Several rose,) 

Mr. Alcott Why do you think sO? 

Augustine. Because there is so much wickedness. 

Edward J. Because people have tried and did not 
succeed. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think they tried hard? 

£dward J. I know they tried 3 but I don't know 
whether it was hard enough. 

Mr. Alcott. It would be an excellent way for each 
of us to try, for God would try with us. He helps us if 
we wish it. 

Ellev. Every one will fall till another Jesus Christ 
is born. 

Mr. Alcott. Was he essentially different from us? 

Augustine. He was God himself. 

John B. I do not think we can be born again, with- 
out trying. 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have tried to bring 
your understanding away from the senses, your fancy 

6« 
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from the world, your feelings from bad passions ; in 
short, have tried to come back to yourself ? 
(Several raised handi,) 

What is it to be born of water? 

Several. To be purified — to be temperate. 

Mr. Alcott. And to be born of the Spirit? 

Edward J. To be good all your life. « 

Mr. Alcott. Out of what world must you come? 

Framjclin. Out of this — material world. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you ''marvel" at these words? 

George K. and Others. No ; the wind 
u"aVA"encr''' « »" emblem of the Spirit's coming- and 
going out of the Body. 

Mr. Alcott. It is an emblem of the Inexplicable, 
and therefore of the Spirit's nM>vements ; and have you 
not felt the spirit flowing in yourselves? First there 
was no thought, then a thought ; and you were ready to 
say with Nicodemus, Hovv can these things be ? 

What Is meant by Jesus' being '^ liAed up " ? 
Bwrific..^*"' Does it not mean Self-Sacrifice? And what 
is meant by " only begotten Son "? 
Ellen. Jesus. 
SScflnce. George K. Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Let us leave Jesus Christ out of the 
question. 

Augustine. I da not think it is right to have the idea 
that we caa be as good as Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Alcott. You think there is no sense in which 
men are God ? Jesus may be considered as the em- 
blem of Conscience ; and *' only begotten" as Conscience 
in the Son. Does it not mean that God alone quickens 
Conscience ? Is not that true of all of you ? Does any 
one but God illuminate Spirit? 
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How many of yoa can say that 'your con- 
Q^-^ eurt- science does not- condemn you to-day f As 
many of you as can "come to the light" 
with your deeds, may rise. 
{Several rose.) 
Edward J. When I do wrong, I am willing people 
should know it. 
William C. Sometimes I have the desire to do 

« 

wrong and do not do it. 

Mr. Alcott. Who are willing, or feel that they 
ought to be willing to show themselves forth, as God 
knows them ? 

{Several ro$e.) 
George K. Yes ; except one or two things. 

{Some of the others thovght they were not willing.) 



CONVERSATION XXX 

SPIRITUAL UNION. 
TAITH AND L0YK. 



John's Testimony to Jesus, from the Sacred Text. -^ Efficacj of Faith. — 
Supremacy of Spirit. — Paternal and Filial Union. — Perpetuity of Spirit. 
— Idea of Death and Heaven. — Type of Spiritual Union. — Faith in th« 
Supernatural. — Supremacy of Faith. — Retribution. — Spiritual Union. 

Mr. Alcott, having enquired what was the subject of 
the last conversation, read 

John's last testimony to jesus. 
John iii. 93<36. ^ 

Before the 5S After these things came Jesus and hi* dis- 

Vul£ar^ra,27 Charity. 
Juuan Period ciples into the land of Judea } and there he 

4740. tarried with them, * and baptized. 

J , 23 And John also was baptizing in .^non near to Salim, 

because there was much water there : and they came, and 

* 1 John iv. 2. were baptized. 

24 Foe John was not yet cast into prison. 

25 Then there arose a question between some of John's 
disciples and the Jews about purifying. 

06 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, 

t Ch. i. 7, 34. he that was with thee beyond Jordan, f to whom thou 

barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all «•«» 

come to him. 

X Heb. T. 4. 27 John answered and. raid, | A man can receive nothing, 

except it be given him from heaven. 
$ 1 John ii. 20. gg Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, $ I am not 
the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the 
friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, 
rejoioeth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice : this 
my joy therefore is ftilfilled. 
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.Before the 90 Re must increue, but I tmut decrease, 
^u^n 'f riod'* ^^ "* ^*'*' comelh from above is above all i he that is of 
4740. ' ^^ earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth : he that 

comrth from heaven is above all. 
Judsa. 32 ^Q j ^1,^^ jjg j^^^l, g3^„ g„j heard, that be testifieth ; 

and nd^maa receiveth his testimony. 
* Rom. iii. 4. 33 He that hath received his testimony, * hath set to his 
seal that God is true. 

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 
God : for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him, 
t Matt. xi. 27. 35 ^ rpj^^ Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 

into his hand. 
^I^Hab. ii. 4. 36 ^ He that belteveth on the Son hath everlasting life : 
and be that believeth not the Son shall not see lifej but 
the wrath of God abide th on him. 



1 John v. 10. 



He then asked what most interested them. 

Efflcac of Lucia. I liked the last verse, " He that 
Faith. . believeth on the Son hath everlasting life," 

&c. . - 

John B. I liked this, '* A man can receive nothing 
except it be given him from heaven." Goodness cornea 
from heaven. 

Mr. Alcott. Why do not some people get it ? 

John B. They don't want it. — But it comes when 
you do want it and try for it. 

Mr. Alcott. What faculty works in wanting and 
trying ? 

John B. Conscience, the spiritual faculty. 

Mr. Alcott. What is that act of Conscience when 
it strives — looks up ? 

John B. Prayer. 

Lucia. Resolution and Hope. 

George. Faith. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; unless man has faith, even 
God does not give, for you cannot receive except into 
your faith. How much holiness there is ready for you 
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if you had faith, strong, resolute, hopeful faith ; but 
here is ft habit, there a passion, or an appetite ! 

Chari.es. I like this, — *' He that cometh 

of SpTur^ from above is above all." That means, 

that when you are first born you are perfect. 

It refers to Jesus here, but it can be applied to others. 

Mr. Alcott. Kxpress it in more general words. 

Charles. Spirit is above all Souls that have done 
wrong, " That which comes from the earth " means 
the appetites, which are connected with material things, 
to which the Spirit gives up. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the opposite of Spirit — some- 
times striving against it.** 

Charles. Body — the appetites of the body. 

George E. I liked, ''The Father loved 

Fliiai"unton. ^^^ Son." Father means God ; he loved 

Jesus Christ, because he was good ; and 

He gave him power. I thought of an earthly father 

loving his son and giving him things. 

Mr. Alcott. George always thinks of love ; he 
loves his father and mother. ^ 

Samuel T. I like this, " The Father loveth the Son." 
Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and to partake of God's love 
for his Son, we must believe. Then as God's Spirit 
lasts forever^ so shall our loving spirit last forever. The 
everlasting life of a man is first found in faith, and goes 
out in love. How many of you have some of this faith? 
{Jill rose,) 
Martha. I liked what John B. did. We could not 
have any thing that God does not give. We must be 
ready for it. We must have faith. 

Ellen. I liked, '' He must increase, but I 
Jf spSt!^ decrease ;" but I don't understand the de- 
crease. 
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Welles. I think it means decrease in the^ eyes of 
men. 

Charles. I think it noieans the Body must decrease, 
the Spirit increase. 

George K. I think it means that John would de- 
crease, and Jesus increase, in the admiration of men^ 

Ellen. Then it meanjs that the popularity of John 
would lye lost in that of Jesus. 

Nathan. "He that believeth not on the 
and Heaven. SoU shall not See life." I suppose that 
means, shall r|ot have spiritual life ; but 
only outward life. 

John B. So I think ; the spirit will not go to heaven, 
will not be good, unless it believes. 

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that we cannot go 
to heaven till we die.^ 
{Almost all.) 
Ellen. We cannot go till our bodies die. 
Nathan. Heaven is in our thoughts — 
Mr. Alcott. And feelings ; where do thoughts and 
feelings come from.^ 
Nathan. From God. 
Mr. Alcott. Through what part of us? 
Nathan. Our Spirit. 
Mr* Alcott. Is heaven in our Spirits? 
(Several,) 

Augustine. We cannot go to heaven wholly till we 
die. 

Mr* Alcott. No one is wholly in heaven but God. 
Can we go to heaven at all without dying? 

Welles and Ellen. No. 

Andrew. If we are in heaven now, I don't see how 
we can be said to be going to heaven. 
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Charles. Can we not go either to heaven or the 
other place till we die ? 

Ellen. No ; We must prepare for our other life 
while on earth. 

Mr. Alcott. Is. there any connexion, Ellen, be- 
tween doing right, and ascending out of this world ? 
{She was silent,) 

Mr. Alcott. You seem to think that we die; our 
bodies are laid in the earth j our spirit ascends up, 
in some shape ; appears before God, who sits on a 
throne, somewhere ? . 

Ellen. Yes. 
JosiAH. Heaven is partly in the Spirit of my body, 
partly in God, 

William C. Heaven is where great and good peo- 
ple are. 

Augustine. Heaven is in our spirits — in God. It 
is in no particular place. It is not above the sky. It is 
not material. It is wherever people are good. 

tJHAiiLES. Heaven is every where — Eternity. It 
stops when there is any thing bad. It means peace and 
love. ' High and white are emblems of it. 

All DREW. Heaven is like a cloud, and God and Jesus 
and the angels sit on it. 

Mr. Alcott. Where is it ? 

Andrew. Everywhere. Every person that is good, 
God looks at and takes care of. 

Frederic. Wherever there is good. 

Samuel R. But in no place. 

Franklin. Heaven is the Spirit's truth and good- 
ness. It U in every body; but mostly in the good. 

George K. 1 generally imagine it very high and 
bright, with gold pavements, but it is not' earthly gold. 
It is both a place and state of mind. 

Edward J. I used to think it yvfs a room with a 
pair of stairs up to it. 
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Nathak. I thought it was a large sea and a ladder 
went up to it, and angels carried men up. 

Mb. Alcott. Which do you think would be the 
best heaven, a heaven made' up of things, or one 
made of thoughts, feelings, and love. 

All. The last, the last. 

JosiAH, {referring to the text.) Christ 
LTuafon^"'" was the bride, and John the bridegroom's 
friend. 
George K. No ; Christ was the bridegroom and 

John the bride. 

Mr. Alcott. " He that hath received the 
sSpemaiSili. testimony » - testimony to what ? 
Charles. To the Supernatural. 
Mb. Alcott. How many of your spirits testify to 
the Supernatural ? 

{Several,) 
Do people, do the boys whom you see receive your tes- 
timony to the Supernatural ; or do they say pish ! 
and pshaw ! when you speak of your deeper feehngs ? 

{Several rose,) 
Does any thing within you speak the words of God ? 
Several. Yes ; the Spirit. 

Mb. Alcott. Can you measure — can 
S2.remacyof ^^^^ ^^^^on measure the Spirit that is 
within you ; can you guage or weigh it ? 
{None held up hands,) 
Does Father and Son mean God and Jesus ? 
Chables. No ; it means God and any Man. 

Mb. Alcott. "The wrath of God abi- 

Retribution. ^^^^ ^^ him." 

EawABD J. That means, if you are bad, God will 
punish you. 

▼OL. II. ^ 
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(Mr Alcott paraphrased.) 
Spiritual The Father is the Divine Universal Spirit. 

The Son is derived Spirit^ and the Univer- 
sal always flows into the Derived — the Divine Spirit 
offers every thing to] the Human Spirit, because it ]oves 
it. And when the Spirit of Man is filial, it must 
needs have power — moral power — over all things. It 
works with God and subordinates all things to itself. 
Holiness is the Son of God and subdues all Evil at last. 



CONVERSATION XXXI. 

SPIRITUAL INTREPIDITY. 
COURAOE AXD PUSILLANIMITT. 



tmpriEonment of John the Baptist, from the Sacred Text. — Bpiritaal Re- 
straint. — Moral Coora^e. — Power of Reproof. — Connexion between 
Self-indulgence and Cowardice. — Repentance. — Emblem of Self-indul- 
gence. — Spiritual Illumination. 

Mr. Alcott. Imagine Jesus in Judeea, while I read 
the 

IMPRISOlTMEirT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
Matt. xiv. 5. Mark vi. 17-31, Luxx iii. 19. 

Vulgar iEra, 37. Julian Period, 4740. 
Judaea. 

Luke iii. 19. But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by 

ceoce. ~ ^^ ^^^'^ Uerodiaa his brother Philip's wifoj 
and for all the evils which Herod had 
done, 
Mark vi. 17. had sent forth -and laid hold upon John, and bound him in 

prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife : for he 

had married her. 
Mark vi. 18. For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee 

to have thy brother's wife. 
Mark vi. 19. Therefore Herodiaa had a quarrel against him, and would 

have killed him ; but she could not : 
Mark vi. 39. For Herod feared John, knowing that ho was a just man 

and an holy, and observed him ; and when be heard him, 

he did many things, and heard him gladly. 
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Vulgar iEra, S7. Jalfan Period, 4740. 
Judaea. 

Matt. xiv. 5. And when he would have put put him to death, he feared 
the multitude, * because they counted him as a prophet. 

MAtT. ivt 12-18. Mark i. 14, 15. Lukv iv. 14, 15. 

Mark i. 14. Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into 

Galilee. 
Matt. iv. 12. f Now when Jesus heari) that John was cast into prison, 

he departed, 
Luke iv. 14. . And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Gali- 
lee, 
Mark i. 14. preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God, 
Mark i. 15. And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 

is at hand : repent ye, and believe the Gospel. 
Luke iv. 14. 'and there went out a fame of him through all the region 

round about. 
Lake iv. 15. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

Matt. iv. 13. And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, 

which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and 

Nephthalim : 
Matt. iv. 14. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying. 

Matt. iv. 15. X The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, 

By the way of the sea. 
Beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles ; 
Matt. iv. 16. The people which sat in darkness saw great light ; 

And to them which sat in the region and shadow of deaths 
light is sprung up. 
Matt. iv. 17. $ From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Re- 
pent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

„., , Mr. Alcott. What interests you? 

Spiritual - . , . , 

Restraint. Ellen. I was interested in the words 

" Herod feared John." It was because he 
was just. That was a feeling of reverence for good- 
ness and God^ 

Mr, Alcott. Do you " fear " a reprover ? 

Edward J. Herod feared the multitude. 



* Cb. xxi. 96. t John iv. 43. % ^^^^^ i^* ^3. $ Mark i. 14. 
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£llen. Yes ; because they thought John a prophet 
as he did. It was John's goodness that caused the fear. 

Edward J. I thought Herod was afraid the multi- 
tude would not let him hurt John. 

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you fear the multitude and 
on that account refrain from doing unjust things? 
{Some hands were held up,) 

£owAAD C. It was wrong for Herod to 
lay hold of John, and bind him, and put 
him in prison. 

Mr. Alcott. Had John any fear of saying what he 
thought right, at any time? 

All. No ; never. 

Mr. Alcott. What makes a man stand up for the 
right all alone ? 

All. Courage — true courage. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you do it? 
(No answer. ) 

Charles. I like John's open-heartedness ; his tell- 
ing his own opinion ; — his going straight forward. 

Mr. Alcott. Are you always able to do that ? 

Charles. Not always. Only Jesus Christ did it 
always. 

Samuel T. I wondered that Herod put him in 
prison. 

Mr. Alcott. Was it right in Herod to put John in 
prison for showing him that he had don6 vyrong ? 

Samuel T. No, 

Mr. Alcot*. When your father, or moth- 
Power of •' t /. „ 
Reproof. er, or Mr. Alcott reproves you, do you fall 

into a passion —^ would you like to put your 

reprover in prison ? All may answer that question^ 

( There were many confessions here.) 

6* 
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(iUCT. * I thought Herod put John into prison, to get 
him out of the way, so that he might aot hear his re- 
proof. But he did not like to kill him. 

Susan. Herod feared John, because he thought him 
80 much better than himself. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you fear people who are better 
than yourself ? Should you like to do a naughty thing 
before your father? 

Susan. No ; he would punish me. 

George K. I liked John for telling Herod he did 
wrong. It is wrong to hurt a good person ; and so 
Herod was unjust. But John was right. 

Mr. Alcott. Was John's right action an easy one 
to do? 

George K. It was easy for him, because he had 
done right so long. 

Mr. Alcott. What was John's feeling. 

George K. Courage — moral courage. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever have any of this? 

George K. I don't remember any instance ; but I 
think I have the feeling. 

Augustine. When Herod wanted to put John to 
death, he feared that the multitude would hurt himself 
— would hurt his body and take away his power. For 
they believed in John. When a king thinks differently 
from his people, he must conceal what he thinks ; or he 
should believe as they do. 

Mr. Alcott. Was Herod afraid of Con- 
£ure^n*Seif- *cience as well as of the multitude and 
induigeiice and John? or had he drowned Conscience in 

Cowardice. 

his appetites and passions? For Herod 
was given to appetite, and w:as passionate. These ^m 
things almost always go together. Great love of bodily ^ 

* Lucy had been absent a long Ivhile. — Rec 
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indulgence produces selfishness ; and selfishness pro- 
duces hatred, and such passions. How many of you 
live in your fiesh in your appetites and passions — in 
your bellies ? 

(wd few held up hands.) 
Who live in their angry passions, rather? 
( The girls y and a few others, ) . 

Nathan. Eating too much makes you angry. 

Mr. Alcott. Herod's appetites and passions are 
connected in this story. 

Edi^card J. I like good things to eat ; but I do not 
think I eat too much. 

Mr. Alcott. That is not living in appetite. It is 
right to enjoy eating — indulgence is wrong. 

Samuel R. I was interested in his preach- 
epen nee. ing the kingdom of heaven. I did not know 
what it meant by its being ^* at hand." 

JosiAH. It means that it was just time for Herod to 
repent — for goodness to begin — and not a time to cast 
John into prison. 

Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus mean to tell Herod, or every 
body, to repent? 

JosiAH. He meant to tell every Spirit to repent. 
Bodies cannot repent. 

Mr Alcott, How many of you have 
e - n u gence. g^^g ^^j ^^ your Spirits, and have gone 

down into the body too much ? 
{;Many held up hands.) 
Will you tell me any instances? 

JosiAH. I pushed my brother down once. 

Mr. Alcott. What if I should take a 
£tf-iSdur/ence. kittle baby, and put it into a pig-sty, by the 
pig's trough, and say, in that is the food 
for you, and this is a fit place? 

Charles. It would be an emblem of a spirit gone 
away into the body. 
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{Mr. Alcott here enlarged his emblem, and ended 
with asking,) 

Have any of you ever been in the pig-sty? 
(Some confessed,) 

Andrew. The kingdom of heaven is a good nursery. 
The pig-sty is a place of punishment. 

Mr. Alcott. The kingdom of heaven is not a place. 
The kingdom is in our spirits. 

JosiAH. I should think Herod's palace was a place 
of punishment. 

Charles. The kingdoni of heaven is in oiir spirits, 
if they are good. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by the words 
KtaaUcK.. "light is sprung up"? 

Charles. The light was Conscience. 
They were said to sit in shadow, because the dark- 
ness had not passed away. 

Mr. Alcott. Is death a shadow.^ 
(Some thought so,) 
Of what ? 

(No answer,) 
Of Life. Death is the absence of Life. Jesus brought 
*Mife and immortality to light," and chased away the 
darkness of death and fear. 



CONVERSATION XXXII. 



SPIRITUAL PURITY. 



HOIillTESS. 



Interne w between Jesas and the Woman of Samaria, fVom the Sacred Text. >- 
Emblem of Holiness. — Blindness of Sensualism. — Materialism of the 
Outward Senses. — Sensuality. — Emblem of Spiritual Purity. — Emblem 
of Sensuality. — Fruits of Purity. — Fruits of Impurity. — Spiritual 
Renewal. » Perpetuity of Holiness. — Weariness of Spirit. — Spiritaal 
Purity. — Immortality. 

Mr. Alcott read the 

coiryiBB.aA.TiON of jesus with the woman of 

SAMARIA. 

John iv. 1-15. 

1 When therefore the Lord knew how the 
Vulgar^ra, 27. Spirituality. Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 
Julian Period, , . , ,. . , . r i_ 

4740. baptized more discipJes than John, 

3 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 
Samaria. 3 jj^ j^^^ judswi, and departed again into Galilee. 

4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 

5 Then comcth he to a city of Samaria, which is called 

* Gen. xxxiii. 19. Sychar, near to the parcel of ground * that Jacob'gave to his 

and xlviii. 22. ,^„ t^^«k 

Josh. xxiv. 32. »on Joseph. , . . .. 

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being 

wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well : and it was 
about the sixth hour. 

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water : Je- 
sus saith unto her, Qive me to drink. 

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy 
meat.) 

9 Then saith the woman of Sietmaria unto him. How is it 
that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a wo- 
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VulffarJEra,27. manof Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the 
Juha^n Period, Samaritans. 

10 Jesas answered and said unto her, If thoa knewest 
Samaria. the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee. Give me to 

drink; thou wouldest have asked ofhim,andhe would hav« 
given thee living water. 

11 The woman saith unto him. Sir, thou hast nothing to 
> draw with, and the well is deep : from whence then hast 

thou that living water? 

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us 
the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and 
his cattle ? 

13 Jesus answered and said unto her. Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again : 

14 But whosoever .drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst ; but the water that 1 shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlaating 
life. 

15 The woman saith unto him. Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, taeither come hither to draw. 



Mr. Alcott. Wkf^t interested you most.^ 
Emblem of JosEPH. S. Th^ living water. It means 
Holiness. spiritual water. 

Mr. Alcott. What do you mean by 
spiritual water? 
-Joseph. I cannot express it — it is truth. • 

Mr. Alcott. What is the use of common water? 

Joseph. It cleanses. 

JosiAH. It makes you better. Jesus meant to tell 
her he would give her truth. 

„,. , . Mr. Alcott. Did the woman understand 

Blindness of ■ . 

Sensualism. that Jesus meaut truth by water ? 

Pranjelin. No ; she thought of water for 
the body. 
Edward J. You know she asked him what he was 
going to draw with ; and that shows she thought it 
was some common stream that he spoke^of. 

Mr. Alcott. What part of her nature did she use 
in this conversation ? 
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Edward J. Her outward eyes. 

Mb. Alcott. Do you ever use your outward eyes 
when you should use inward faculties ; and misunder- 
stand, like this woman, who was not spiritual ? 

Edward- J. Yes. 

Charles. He told her that if she knew who it was 
that was speaking to her, she would also know what he 
meant. 

Mr. Alcott. How would she know? 

Charles^ Because if she knew his nature she would 
know that he spoke in emblems. 

„ . ,. ^ Mr. Alcott. Is it possible for an unspir- 

Materialism of *^ * 

the Outward itual porsou to Understand emblems ? 
ense8. Charles. Not without their being ex- 

plained. 

Mr. Alcott. Think now what boys and girls, in this 
school, find it most difficult to understand emblems: — 
are they the most passionate, the most devoted to their 
appetites? 

( There was no answer,) 
But there are exceptions to this rule. 

Samuel R. This woman did not understand. 

Mr. Alcott. She was one of those material people 
who ask the eyes to settle every thing. 

Nathan. Spiritual water will never go away. 

W. Augustus. He meant he could make 
SeMoaiity. ^^^ better. She did not understaDd, but I 

donH think it was wrong ; for she had never been taught 
about figures of speech. 

Mr. Alcott. Is it necessary to be taught about 
these P 

W. Augustus. Yes ; when one has gone down into 
the passions. 

Mr. Alcott. How does that happen in a man ? 
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W. Augustus. When he was a baby he was good ; 
but was tempted and could not resist. 

Mr. Alcott. Could not? 

W. Augustus. Would not. 

Mr. Alcott. And so it becomes necessary 
l^Zi""^ to lift him up out of a dry place, and refresh 
Purity. y^ ^jjii living water? In the country 

there are living springs, the water springs up and is 
never dry. Have you a living Spring ? 

W Augustus. In my spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Has it dried up at all? how has it? 

W. Augustus. By passions. 

Mr. Alcott. You have seen a stagnant 
Emblem of ^i . ^ bad cffluvia rises from it ; a green 

sensuahiy . '^^^^>^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ the surfacc ; disagree. 

able reptiles gather roiind it. Why is this? 
W Augustus. Because no living water comes to it. 
Mr Alcott. What is such a place an emblem of . 
W Augustus. A self-indulgent, bad person, 
Edward J. Beautiful flowers sometimes grow about 

''TIZZ:' That is true ; and bad people do good 
and beautiful things sometimes. «ome of the spmt 
given them at first is not yet quenched. Have your 
spirits impurity in them? 

(No one answered.) 
Living water flows to purify from all evils, unless you 

^"l^mIZ. Spiritual water means every thi^ th»t i. 

ffood for the spirit. -j. ."i„. 

Mr. Ai-cott. Name Bome spiritual wa- 

FniiM of Polity, ^^fg^ 

Lemuei.. Love.Faith, Generosity, Hope, Truth. 
Mb Alcott. io you always drink that last water? 
Lbmubl. No, (bUuhine.) 
Edward J. Joy is spiritual water. 
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John. Arid Holiness. 

JosiAH. Knowledge of God. 

GfORGB B. Obedience. 

Edward J. I heard my sister read an allegory yes- 
terday. 

(He spoke of Miss M,>s allegory of Faith and Hope.) 

John B. When Jesas said, I would give thee living 
waters, the wonian thought he meant water for the 
body ; but he meant purity. 

Mr. Alcott. What part of your nature drinks 
spiritual water? 

John B. Conscience. 

Mr. ALCOTr. Suppose you don't mind 

Fruiti of 4-1 • ^ 

Impurity. Conscience ? 

John B. Then the waters will spoil, and 
no more pure water comes. 

Mr. Alcott. Name somje spoilt waters. 

John B. and Others. Impatience, Unkindness, 
Passion, Ingratitude, Anger, Selfishness, Crossness, 
Laziness, Ill-humour, Falsehood, Thefl. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you generally think that other peo- 
ple must make you good or bad? 

Severai.. Impure waters flow in to make us bad. 

Mr. Alcott. No; the waters . become impure by 

standing still — by your not trying. And what must you 

do to purify yourself, if you have become 

Spiritual :«««....„? 

Renewal. impure.? 

Franklin. You must feel remorse — 
Mr. Alcott. Which leads to repentance. But 
ivhat guards the fountain from outward evil? 
Franklin. Resolution. 
Mr. Alcott. Will. I wilL To wUL 

FcTpeiuit of Andrew. (Reads,) <' And the water that 
Holiness. I shall give thee shall be a well of water, 

VOL. II. 7 
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springing up into everlasting life." The wmter is Spirit ; 
spirit makes goodness; goodness lasts always. 

Mr. AiiCOTT. Why does not the body last always? 

Andrew. Because it is no part of God, but is a part 
of the earth. The spirit is part of God. . If the spirit 
should stay with the body always, it would get bad. 

Martha. Living water means holiness. 

Mr. Alcott. Who sends that water in ? 

Martha. God. 

Mr. Alcott. Where does he get it from? 

Martha. From himself. 

Mr. Alcott. Does it get spoilt in us ? 

Martha. Yes ; until he fixes it again. 

Edward C I was interested in Jesus' 
of ^irit." being weary, and sitting by the well. 

Mr. Alcott. What produces weariness? 
Josiah. Jesus' weariness was of the body. There is 
a weariness of mind when it has strayed away into 
wickedness. 
John D. All the waters in me are spoiled. 

Mr. Alcott. Now can you tell what has 

Parity!*' been the subject of the Conversation ? Do 

not say^ a woman, or Jesus, or a well, or 

water. 

Emma. The subject has been the purity and impurity 

of the Spirit. 

George^ Purifying the Spirit. 

Franklin. And the eternity of Spirit. 
mmoTia. i y. ^^^ Alcott. What word expresses the 

eternity of Spirit in the Soul of man? 

(No answer.) 
Is it not Immortality? 

{JUl said yes.) 



CONVERSATION XXXIII 

SPIRITUAL WORSHIP. 
PRAYER AND PRAISE. 



Conversation of Jesus with the Samaritan Woman, from the Saored Text. 

— Immortality. — Emblem of Holiness. — Idolatry. — Spiritual Worship. 

— Sincerity. — Idea of prayer. — Actual Prayer. — Responsive Prayer. — 
Ritual of Worship. — Prayer of Faith. — Forgiveness. — Dramatic 
Prayer. — Devotion -to the Holy. — Idea of Universal Adoration and 
Praise. — Reverence of the Godlike in Conscience. — Reverence of Hu- 
manity. — Reverence of the Invisible. — Admiration of Nature. — Spir- 
itual Awe. — Supremacy of Spirit over Nature. — Worldliness. — Release 
from the Flesh. — Instinct of Adoration in Infancy. — Subject. 

Mr. Alcott read the remainder of the 

CONVERSATIOir OF JESUS ^ITH THE WOMAN OF 

SAMARIA. 

JoHir iv. 16-90 

Vulvar ^ra, 27 Ig j^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ y^ q ^^1 ^ husband 

Julian Period, Worship. , , . , ' ' ^ 

4740^ and come hither. 

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. 
Samaria. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no hus- 
band : 

18 For thou hast had five husbands ; and he whom thou 
now hast'is not thy husband : in that saidst thou truly. 

19 The woman saith uuto him, Sir, I perceive that thou 
art a prophet. 

SO Our fathers worshipped in this mountain 3 and ye say, 
* Deut. xii. 5. ^^^^ ^ * Jerusalem is the place where men ought to wor. 
ship. 

81 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, believe me, the hour 
eometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet a^ 
Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
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Vulear ^ra, 37. 23 Ye worship ye know not what : we know what we 
"^ 47^*"*^' worship : for salvation is of the Jews. 

523 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
Samaria. shippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth : for 
*Q r '" 17 ^^^ Father seeketh such to worship him. 

34 * God is a Spirit : and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth. 

25 The woman saith Unto him, I know that Messias 
cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will 
tell us all thini^s. . 

26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that 
he talked with the woman : yet no man said, What seekest 
thou ? or. Why talkest thou with her ? 

28 The woman then left her waterpot^ and w6nt her way 
into the city, and Saith to the men, 

29 Come, see a man, which told me all thinga that ever I 
did : is not this the Christ ? 

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him. 

{Before he kad time to ask the tuual questiofiy) 

Samuel T. (spoke), I was most interested 
* ^ in this verse : ** He that drinks of this 
water shall thirst again, but he that drinks of the 
water that I shall give him, shall never thirst," He 
means by this, that those who heard what he taught, 
and did it, should live always, should never die, their 
spirits should never die. 

Mr. Alcott. Can a spirit die at any rate ? 

Samuel T. For a spirit to die is to leave off being- 
good. 

Emblem of Edward J. I was interested in the words. 
Holiness. " For the water I shall give him will be in 

him a well of water." I think it means, 
that when people are good and getting better, it is like 
water springing up always. They have more and more 
goodness. 
Samuel R. Water is an emblem Qf Holiness. 
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Mr. Alcott. Water means Spirit pure and un 
spoiled. 
Edward J. It is holy spirit. 

Ellen. I was most interested in these 
°*'^* words, "Ye worship ye know not what." 

The Samaritans worshipped idols, and there was no 
meaning to that. 

Mr. Alcott. What do you mean by their wor- 
shipping idols ? 
Ellen. They cared about things more than God. 
Mr. Alcott. What kind of false worship do you 
think Jesus was thinking about', when he said, "Wo- 
man, the hour is coming and now is, when neither in 
this mountain — " .^ 

Ellen. Oh ! She thought the place of worship was 
more important than the worship itself. 

Mr. Alcott. Well ! how did Jesus answer that 
thought ? 

Ellen. He told her what she ought to worship, 
which was more impolrtRnt than where. 

Mr. Alcott. Some of you perhaps have made this 
mistake, and thought that we only worshipped God in 
churches and on Sundays. How is it — who has 
thought so .^ 

{Several held up hands ^ smiling*) 
Who knew that we could worship God any where ? 
( Others held up hands.) 

What other worship is there beside that in 

Spiritnal 

Worship. the Church r 

Ddward J. The worship in our hearts. 
Mr. Alcott. How is that carried on } 
Edward J. By being good. 
Nathan. We worship God by growing better. 
7* 
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Augustine. We worship God when we repent of 
doing wrong, 

JosiAH» I was most interested in this verse, 
inceri y. „ q^j .^ ^ Spirit, audthey that worship him 

nuist worship him in spirit and In truth." It means 
that to feel our prayers is more important than to say 
the words. 

Lemuel. And when we pray and pray sincerely. 

Mr. Alcott What is praying siacerely? . 

Lemuel. Praying the truth. 

Mr. Alcott. What is to be done in praying the 
truth? When you think of prayer, do you think of a 
position of the body — of words ? 

Lemuel. {Earnestly,) I think, of something else, 
but I cannot express it. 

Mr. Alcott. Josiah is holding up his hand ; can he 
ejqiress it? 

JosiAH (burst out,) To pray, Mr. Alcott, is 
rayer. ^^ ^^^ good, really ; you know it is belter to 
be bad before people, and to be good to God alone, 
because then we are good for goodness' sake, and not . 
to be seen, and not for people's sakc^ Well, so it is 
with prayer. There must be nothing, outward about 
prayer ; but we must have some words, sometimes ; 
sometimes we need not. If we don't feel the prayer, it 
ia worse than li^ver to say a word of prayer. It is 
wrong not to pray, but it is more wrong to speak prayer 
and not pray. We had better do nothing about it, Mr. 
Alcott! we must say words in a prayer, and we must feel 
the words we say, and we must do what belongs to the 
words. 

Mr. Alcott. Oht there must be doing. 

Actual Prayer. , v 

must there? 
JosiAH. Oh! yes, Mr. Alcott! doing is the most im- 
portant part. We must ask God for help, and at the 
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same time try to do the thing we are to be helped about. 
If a boy should be good all day, and have no temptation, 
it would not be very much ; there would be no improve- 
ment ; but if he had temptation, he could pray and feel 
the prayer, and try tD overcome it, and would overcome 
it ; and then there would be a real prayer and a real 
improvement. That would be something. Temptation 
is always necessary to a real prayer, I think. I don't 
believe there is ever any real prayer before there is a 
temptation ; because we may think and feel and say our 
prayer ; but there cannot be any doing, without there 
is something to be don^. 

Mr. Alcott. Well, Josiah, that will do now. Now 
will you let some one else speak? 

JosiAH. Oh, Mr. Alcott, I have not half done. 

Edward J. Mr. Alcott, what is the use of 
p^e".*"'^ responding in church ? 

Mr. Alcott. Cannot you tell.^ 

Edward J. No ; I never knew. 

JosiAH. Oh! Mr. Alcott! 

Mr. Alcott. Well, Josiah, do you know? 

JosiAH. Why, Edward! is it not just like a mother's 
telling her child the words? The child wants to pray ; 
it don't know how to express its real thoughts, as we 
oflen say to Mr. Alcott here ; and the mother says 
words, and the child repeats after her the words. 

Edward J. Yes ; but I don't see what good it does. 

JosiAH. What ! if the mother says the words, and the 
child repeats them and feels them — really wants the 
things that are prayed ibr — can't you see that it does 
some good ? 

Edward J. It teaches the word-prayer — it is not 
the real prayer. 

JosiAH. Yet it may be the real prayer, and the real 
prayer must have some words. 
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But, Mr. Alcott, I think it would be a great 
Worahip, ^^^al better, if, at church, every body prayed 

for themselves. I don't see why one person 
should pray for all the rest. Why could not the wiinis- 
ter pray for himself, and the people pray for them- 
selves ; and why should not all communicate their 
thoughts? Why should only one speak? Why should 
not all be the preacherfe? Every body could say some- 
thing ; at least, every body could say their own prayers, 
for they know what they want. Every person knows 
the temptations they have, and people are tempted to do 
different things. Mr. Alcott! I think Sunday ought to 
come oftener. 

Mr. Alcott. Our hearts can make all time Sunday. 

JosiAH. Why tlien nothing coul4 be done ! There 
must be week-days, I know — some week-days ; I said, 
Sunday ofttener. 

' Mr. Alcott. But you wanted the prayers to be 
doing prayers. 

Now some of the rest may tell me, how you 

Prayer of Faith, ,, , .~ 

could pray doing prayers. 

Geor&e. K. Place is of no consequence. I think 
pray-er is in our hearts. Christian prayed in the cave 
of Giant Despair, We can pray any where, because we 
can have faith any where. 

Mr. Alcott. Faith, then, is necessary? 

George K. Yesj for it is faith that makes the 
prayer. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose an instance of prayer in 
yourself. 

George K. I can pray going to bed or getting up. 

Mr. Alcott. You are thinking of time, — place, — 
words. 

George K. And feelings and thoughts. 

Mr. Alcott. And action ? 
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George K. Yes ; action comes afler. 
John B. When we have been doing wrong and are 
sorry, we pray to God to take away the evil, 
Mr. Alcott. What evil, the punishment? 

John B. No; we want the forgiveness. 
orgivenegs. jyj^^ Alcott. What h for-givc-noss, is it 

any thing given? 

Lemuel. Goodness, Holiness.. 

John B. And the evil is taken away. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there any action in all this? 

John B. Why yes ! there is thought and feeling. 

Mr. Alcott. But it takes the body also to act ; what 
do the hands do ? 

John B. There is no prayer in the hands ! 

Mr. Alcott. You have taken something that be- 
longs to another ; you pray to be forgiven ; you wish 
not to do so again ; you are sorry. Is there any thing 
to do? 

John B. If you injure anybody, andean repair it, 
you must, and you will, if you have prayed sincerely ; 
but that is not the prayer. 

Mr. Alcott. Would the prayer be complete with- 
out it ? 

John B. No. 

Andrew. Prayer is in the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Does the Body help the Spirit? 

Andrew. It don't help the prayer. 

Mr. Alcott. Don't the lips move? 
ramatic layer. ^^jjj^j,^ gyj havo the lips any thing to 

do with the prayer? 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; they may. The whole nature 
may act together ; the- body pray ; and I want you to 
tell an instance of a- prayer in which are thoughts, feel- 
ings, action ; which involves the whole nature, body and 
all. There may be prayer in the palms of our hands. 
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Andrew. Why, if I had hurt any body, aod was 
sorry and prayed to be fbrgiven, I suppose I should 
look round for some medicine and try to make it well. 

{Mr. Alcoit here spoke of the connexion of the mind 
vdth the body, in order to make his meaning clearer,) 

Samuel R. If I had a bad habit and -should ask God 
for help to break it ; and then should try so. as really to 
break it — that would be prayer. 

Charles. Suppose I saw a poor beggar boy hurt, 
or sick, and all bleeding; and I had very nice clothes, 
and was afraid to soil them, or from any such cause 
should pass him by, and bye and bye I should look back 
and see -another boy helping him, and should be really 
sorry and pray to be forgiven — that would be a real 
prayer ; but if I had done the kindness at the time of it, 
that would have been a deeper prayer. 

Augustine. When any body has done wrong, and 
does not repent for a good while, but at last repents and 
prajrs to be forgiven, it may be too late to do any thing 
about it ; yet that might be a real prayer. 

Mr. Alcott. Imagine a real doing prayer in your 
life. 

Lucia. Suppose, as I was going home from school, 
«ome friend of mine should get angry with me, and 
throw a stone at me ; I could pray not to be tempted to 
do the same, to throw a stone at her, and would not. 

Mr. Alcott. And would the not doing any thing in 
that case be a prayer and an action.^ Keeping your 
body still would be the body's part of it. 

Lucia. Yes. 

Ellen. I heard a woman say, once, that she could 
pray best when she was at work ; that when shewas 
scouring floor she could ask God to cleanse her mind. 

Devotion to ^*' Alcott. I will now Vary my ques- 
the Uoiy. tion. Is there any prayer in Patience.^ 
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All. a great deal. 

Mr. Alcott. In Impatieojc^ ? 

All. No ; not any, 

Mr. Alcott. In Doubt? 

George K. No ; but in Faith. % 

Mr. Alcott. In Laziness.^ 

All (but Josiak,) No ; no kind of prayer. 

JosiAH. I should think that Laziness'was the prayer 
of the body, Mr. Alcott. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; it seems so. The body tries to 
be still more body ; it tries to get down into the clay ; 
it tries to sink ; but the spirit is always trying to lifl it 
up and make it do something. 

Edward J. Lazy people sometimes have passions 
that make them act. 

Mr. Alcott, Yes ; they act downwards. 

Is there any prayer in disobedience? 

All. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there any in submission ? 

In forbearing when injured? 

In suffering for a good object? 

In self-sacrifice ? 

All. (^Eagerly to each question.) Yes. Yes. Yes. 
Fes. 

{Mr, Jlleott here made some very interesting, remarks 
on loving God with all our hearty sotU, mind, ^c, 
and the Idea of Devotion it expressed, Josiah want- 
ed to speak constantly^ hut Mr, Alcott cheeked him, 
that the others might have opportunity, though the 
latter wished to yield to Josiah,) 

,. ^„ . Josiah (burst out,) Mr. Alcott! you know 

idea of f/nivor- ^_ t, \ , • . i ■ -r^ 

ai Adoration Mrs. Barbauld says in her hymns, Every 

*od Praiae. ^l* • *• • ii 

thing IS prayer ; every action is prayer ; all 
nature prays ; the bird prays in singing ; the tree prays 
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in growing ; men pray ; men can pray more ; we feel ; 
we have more -^ more than nature ; we can know and 
do right ; Conscience prays ; all our powers pray ; 
action prays. Once * we said here, that there was a 
" Christ in the bottom of our Spirits " when we try to be 
good ; then we pray in Christ ; and that is the whole, t 
Mr. Alcott. Yes, Josiah, that is the whole. That 
is Universal Prayer — the adoration of the Universe to 
its Author ! 

Charles. I was most interested in this 

Reverence of . 

the Godlike in verse — " The day is coming, and now is, 
onsceace. ^jjg^ men shall worsMp the Father," &c. 
I think that this means that people are about to learn 
what to worship, and where. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you learned this to-day? 

Charles. Yes ; I have learnt some new things, I 
believe. 

Mr. Alcott. What are you to worship? 

Charles. Goodness. . 

Mr. Alcott. Where is it? 

Charles. Within. 

Mr. Alcott. ~ Within what? 
' Charles. Conscience, or God. 

Mr. Alcott. Are you to worship Conscience ? 

Charles. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Is it any where but in yourself ? 

Charles. Yes ; it is in Nature. 

Mr. Alcott. Is it in other people? 

Charles. Yes ; there is more or less of it 
Humanity*. ^^ ^° Other people, unless they have taken it 
out. 

Mr. Alcott. Can it be entirely taken out? 

* See Conversation XXVIII. — a remaik of Mr. Alcott's. 
t This improvisation is preserved in its words. 
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Charles. Goodness always lingers in Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience any where but in Hu- 
man Nature? 

Charles. It is in the Supernatural. 
SrinvhSbief ^*' Alcott. You Said at first that there 
was something in outward Nature, which 
we should worship. 

Charles. No ; I don't think we should worship any 
thing but the Invisible. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the Invisible? 

Charles. It is the Supernatural. 

John B. It is the Inward — the Spiritual. 

But I don't see why we should not worship the sun 
a little as well — 

Mr. Alcott. As well as the Sunmaker? 
ofSaxwe!^ But there are sun-worshippers. 

John B. Yes ; a little ; for the stin gives 
"us light and heat. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the difierence between your 
feeling when you think of the sun, or the ocean, (he 
described some grand scenes,) and when you think of 
Conscience acting in such cases as — {he gave some 
striking instances of moral power,) Is there not a dif- 
ference ? 

( They raised their hands.) 
What is the name of the feeling with which you look at 
Nature? 

Several. Admiration. 

Mr. Alcott. But when Conscience governs our 

weak body, is it not a Supernatural Force? Do you 

not feel the awe of the inferior before a superior nature? 

And is not that worship? The sun cannot produce it. 

JosiAH. Spirit worships Spirit. Clay wor- 

Spiritual Awe. ^j^.^^ ^^^^ 
VOL II. 8 
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s«premacyof Mr. Alcott. Wait a moment, Josiab. I 
Spirit over wish to talk with the others ; let me ask 
them this question ; — Do you feel that 
Conscience is stronger than the mountain ^ deeper and 
more powerful than the ocean ? Can you say to your- 
self, I can remove this mountain? 

JosiAH (burst out,) Yes, Mr. Alcott ! I do not mean 
that with my body I can lift up a mountain — with my 
hand ; but I can feel ; and I know that my Conscience 
is greater than the mountain, for it can feel and do ; and 
the mountain cannot. There is the mountain, there! 
It was made, and that i» all. But my Conscience can 
grow. It is the same kind of Spirit as made the moun- 
tain be, in the first place. I do not know what it may 
be and do. The Body is a mountain, and the Spirit 
says, be moved, and it is moved into another place. 

Mr. Alcott, we think too much about Clay. 
We should think of Spirit. I think we 
should love Spirit, itot Clay. I should think a mother 
now would love her baby's, spirit ; and suppose it 
should die, that is only the Spirit bursting away out of 
the Body. It is alive ; it is perfectly happy ; I really do 
not know w^hy people mourn when their friends die. I 
should think it would be matter of rejoicing. For in- 
stance, now, if we should go out into the 
Ftelh!^ '**" street and find a box, an old dusty box, and 
should put into it some very fine pearls, and 
bye and bye the box should grow old and break, why, 
we should not even think about the box ; but if the 
pearls were safe, we should think of them and nothing 
else. So it is with the Soul and Body. I cannot see 
why people mourn for bodies. 

Mr. Alcott. Tes, Josiah ; that is all true, and we 
are glad to hear it. Shall some one else now speak be- 
side you ^ 

JosiAH. Oh, Mr. Alcott I then I will stay in at 
recess and talk. . 
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Mr. Alcott. When a little infant opens 
Adoration in its eyes Upon this world, and sees things 

^^^' out af itself, and has the feeling of admira- 

tion, is there in that feeling the beginning of worship? 

JosiAH. No, Mr. Alcott ; a little baby does not 
worship. It opens its eyes on the outward world, and 
sees things, and perhaps wonders what they are ; 
but it don't know any thing about them or itself. It 
don't know the uses of any thing ; there is no worship 
in it. 

Mr. Alcott. But in this feeling of wonder and ad- 
miration which it has, is there not the beginning of wor- 
ship that will at last find its object? 

JosiAH. No ; there is not even the beginning of wor- 
ship. It must have some temptation, I think, before it 
can know the thing to worship. 

Mr. Alcott. But is there not a feeling that comes 
up from within, to answer to the things that come to the 
eyes and ears? 

JosiAH. But feeling is not worfikip) Mv^ AlCOtt. 

Mr. Alcott. Can there be worship without feeling? 

JosiAH. No ; but there can be feeling without wor- 
ship. For instance, if I prick my hand with a pin, I 
feel, to be sure, but I do not worship. 

Mr. Alcott. That is bodily feeling. But what I 
mean is, that the little infant finds its power to worship 
in the feeling which is first only admiration of what is 
without. 

JosiAH. No, no ; I know what surprise is, and I 
know what admiration is ; and peiliaps the little crea- 
ture feels that. But she does noticnow enough to know 
that she has Conscience, or that there is temptation. 
My little sister feels, and she knows some things ; but 
she does not worship.* 

4 * Here I was obliged to pause, as I was altogether fatigued 
with keeping my pen in long and uncommonly constant requisition. 
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Mr. A1.C0TT. Now I wish you all to think. 
" J®** • What have we been talking about to-day? 

Charles. Spiritual Worship. 

Mr. Alcott. And what have we concluded it to be? 
Charles. The Worship of Conscience in our Spirit. 

■■■ ■ ■ ■■■.»■■■ .1 ■ ■ - — .. ^ — ■ — ^^ ■ ■ .». : ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . — 

I was enabled to preserve the words better than usual, because 
Josiah had so much of the conversation, whose impediment of 
speech makes his enunciation slow, and whose fine choice of lan- 
guage and steadiness of mind, makes him easy to follow and 
remember. — Reg. 



CONVERSATION XXXIV. 

SPIRITUAL SUBSISTENCE. 
DUTY. 



Conv«raatioa of Jesns with his Disciples, from the Sacred Text. — Emblem 
of Spiritual Excellence. — Piety. — Philanthropy. — SfMrituality. — 
Spiritual Obedience. — Practical Duties. — Temperance. — End of Life. — 
Diffusion of Good. — Self-Knowledge. 

Mb. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus. 
Several. In Samaria ; at Jacob's well ; near Sy- 
char ; close by Mount Gerasim, talking with a woaian, 
Mr. Alcott then. read the 

CONVERSATIOX OF JESUS WITH HIS DISCIPLES. 

JoHiv iv, 31-43. 

Vulgar iEca, ^. 31 in the mean while his disciples prayed 

Julian Period, Progress. . , - . „ . ' 

4740. him, saying, Master, eat. 

39 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye 

^*°«"»*- know not of. 

33 TherefoM said the disciples one to another. Hath any 
man brought him aught to eat ? 

34 Jesus saith unto them. My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to finish his work. 

35 Say ye not, There are yet foiA months, and then Com- 
eth harvedt ? behold, I say unto you. Lift up your eyes, and 

* MatUlx. 37. look on the fields ; * fi>T they are white already to harvest 

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that Soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and 
another reapeth. 

38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed ao la- 
bor: other men labored, and ye are entered into their 
labors. 

8* 
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Vulpr ^ra, 27. 39 And many of the Samaritana of that city believed m 

4740. ' ^^"^ ^°' '**® saying of the woman, which testified, He told 

me all that ever I di^. 

Samaria. 40 g© 'when the Samaritans were come unto him, they 

besought him that he would tarry with them i and he abode 

there two days. 

41 And many more believed because of his own word j 

42 And said unto the woman. Now we believe, not be- 
cause of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and 
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. 



He theD asked, What interested you f 

^ 

' Andrew. The white fields ; I thought they 
Spiritual were emblematic of the purity of the 

Excellence. 

spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. The fields are white when they are 
ripe. When is the Spirit ripe ? 

Andrew. When all its evil is out. 

Mr. Alcott. An old man is compared in the Bible 
to " a shock of corn fully ripe." What ripens Spirit ? 

Andrew. Truth, Love. 

Others. Patience, Faith. 

Lemuel. Repentance after we have done wrojig. 

Samuel R. Self-sacrifice. 

Charles. Self-examination. 

Others. Self-control. 

£dward. I thought when Jesus said the fields were 
all at once ready for the harvest, he did a miracle on the 
grain. 

Charles. I thought be meant the Spiritual harvest 
was ceady, though it was four months to the other. 

Mr. Alcott. What persons is he thinking of .? 

Charles and John B. The disciples. — Their faith 
was ripe. 

Lemuel. No ; Jesus' own spirit was ripe, and he 
did miracles. 
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JosiAH. I think the field means God, the wheat is 
men — the esu's that are not rfpe are men who have not 
done his will — the ripened ears are men perfect. 

George K. I was interested in Jesus' 

Piety. 

saying/' My meat is to do the will of him 
that sent me.'' I think it means that the spirit should 
live by doing good — on faith and love. 

Mr. Alcott. To what actions do those principles 
lead? 

Emma. To teach people in conversations, as he was 
doing theb. 

George K. And to do miracles, cleanse 
opy. pgQpie^ carrying oflf their devils, which 
means their passions. 
Mr. A1.C0TT. What are unclean spirits ? 
Lemuel.. Appetites. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. What are demons? 
Several {at once.) Anger. Lying. Impatience. 
Passions. Fretfulness.. Swearing. 

Mr. Alcott. And it was the meat of Jesus, to cast 
these demons and unclean spirits out of Human Na- 
ture. 
Martha. It was his meat to preach 
John B. And to teach men to believe in their spirits 
more than their bodies. 

Mr. Alcott. Jesus had been hungry this 
pin ua 1 y. ^^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ j^.^ disciplcs to buy food. 

What did he mean when he said he had '^ meat they 
knew not-x>f "? 

JoHii B. He wanted to teach them to feed their 
spirits. 

Mr. Alcott. What is spiritual meat i 

JoHiv B. Doing good. 

Mr. Alcott. What spiritual food do you live on ? 
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John B. Sometimes I want to do something, and 
my conscience tells me not, and I do not do it. 

Mr. Alcott. But if you obey appetite instead ? 

John B. Then I do not God's will or work. 

Mr. Alcott. Who among you has a work ? 
{All held up hands.) 
What is your work? 
^ . . , Several. Obedience. Love. Faith. 

Spiritual 

Obedience. Mr.. Alcott. What is the work which 
God has sent us to do in the body ? Here 
ii a Spirit in the midst of the Body. You know the 
body's food. " What is the Spirit's food .^ What is the 
work we are to do .^ 

Charles. To conquer the body, and not injure it by 
excessive eating or passions. 

Mr. Alcott. Is it then part of the work to save the 
body, and how? 

Charles. By making it obey conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Who among you tease your mothers 
sometimes for good things to eat, or for any pleasures 
of the body ? 

(Several.) 

JosiAH. The work is love to God and man. If you 
love any person you will do the things thfey wish, and if 
you love God, you will do his will. 

Edward J. Our work is to do good ourselves and 
to set an example to others. 

Mr. Alcott. Did any of you ever set an example 
to others, that ought to be imitated ? 

(Several.) 
<* Let your light so shine before men, that they may 8e« 
your good works. 
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What is the great end of life ? 



r 



Dury. M 

• 

Practical EdWARD J. GoodnCSS. 

Duties. Charles. To set an example. 

Welles. To r^esist temptation and show 
others how. 
George. To repent, and make other people. 
Andrew. To keep the commandments. 
Edward C. To be good, to try to be good. 
John B. and Augustine. Obedience to Conscience. 
Mr. Alcott. What is Conscience.^ 
John B. Our Goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there no goodness io Conscience 
but ours ? 
John B. Yes ; God's goodness. 
George B. Self-control. 
Samuel R. To be good, and do good. 
Ellen. Self-sacrifice of every thing bad in us, our 
passions, &c. 
Lucia. Sacrifice our body to our Spirits. 
Mr. Alcott. Must we spoil our bodies? 
Lucia. No ; we must take care of them. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the name of the 
emperance. yjrtug ^jj^t takes care of the body ? 

Lemuel. Temperance. 
LucT. Self-control is the great end of life. 
Mr. Alcott. Jesus said he was doing his Father^s 
work. 

Now will each of you tell me what work 

End of Life. i . ^ 

you are doing r 
Charles. Trying to be better ; but I do not succeed. 
I have small works besides of a different kind. 
William C. My work is play. 

(Jtlmost all the rest held up hands,) 
Mr. Alcott. Who live principally to gratify them- 
selves ? 

{Several held up hands,) 
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Who like themselves as well as any body P 

( Three held up hands,) 
Who like others. better? 

{The rest) 

Diffusion What did Jesus mean by saying " One 

of Good. sows and another reaps "? 

Charles. One does right and others imitate. 

Mr. Alcott. The Sower is seldom the reaper. 
Who is the great sower. 

Augustine. Jesus; 

* 

Mr. Alcott. What does the woman 

ever I did"? 

George. The principal things in her life. 

Mr. Alcott. There are some people who seem to 
know us, and all that is in us ; sucli understand Human 
Nature — the seat and source of Wisdom in the. Con- 

flO}tMl9l 



CONVERSATION XXXV. 

atJICKENINO AGENCY OP SPIKIT. 
HEAiriMATION. 



Healing of the Nobleman's Son, from the Sacred Text. — Sensualiim. — 
Spiritaalism. — Spiritual Faith. — Healing Agency of Faith. — Faith and 
Reason. — Pictures of the Curing. — Revival of Consciousness. — Divine 
Radiance. — Primal Holiness or Depravity. — Sympathetic Faith. — Ideal 
Physician. — School for Physical and Spiritual Culture. 

Mr. A1.C0TT. Jesus was going to Galilee, you 
know, when he stopped at the .well near Sychar. He 
went on to Cana, where he had made the water into 
wine. Here the circumstance is mentioned, which I 
shall now read. 



HEAI«IirG OF THE irOBLEMAir's SON AT CANA. 

John iv. 43-54. 

Vulgar ^ra, 27. 43 Now after two days he departed thence, 

Julian Period, Faith. * • * r. 11 

4740, and went into Galilee. 

44 For * Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no 
Cana, in Galilee, h^nor in his own country. 

45 Then, when he was come into Galilee, the Galileans 
* MatLxii. 7. received him, having seen all the things that he did at Je- 
rusalem at the feast : for they also went unto the feast. 

T ch. ii. 1. 11. ^^ 3o Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, f where he 
made the water wine. And there was a eertain nobleman, 
whose son was sick at Capernaum. ^ 

47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of JimUmi 
into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he 
would c6me down, and heal his son : for he was at the point 
of death. 
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Vulgar JEnLf 37. 48 Then said Jesut unto him, Except ye see signs and 
J^^i'^^^^^riod, wonders, ye will not believe. 

49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my 
Cana, in Galilee, child die. 

50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto 
him, and he went his way. 

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, 
and told Aim, saying, Thy son liveth. 

52 Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to 
amend. And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever lefl him. 

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in 
the which Jesus said unto him. Thy son liveth : and him- 
self believed, and his whole house. 

'54 Thia is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when 
he was come out of Judsa into Galilee. 

Several. I was interested io the words, " Thy sod 
lives." 



Sensualism. 



George B. I thought of the words ^* Ex- 
cept ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
believe." They liked nnaterial actions, such as making 
the sick well. 

John B. He thought the nobleman would not be- 
lieve without some sign to his outward eyes. 

Mr. Alcott. Can we depend on such signs as 
these f 

John B. Not so much as on spiritual miracles, such 
as giving up your body to make people better. To turn 
the water into wine; is a material miracle. People like 
material miracles best generally — but they are not so 
real as the spiritual ones. All their use is to l)e signs of 
spiritual miracles. 

Mr. AiiCOTT. Which kind do you like best.^ 

John B. Spiritual ; for I can understand 
Spiritualism. spij.j(ual things better than I can material 

things, — and sometimes material miracles deceive us, 
because we do not know what they are signs of, but to 



J 
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know th« fipiritual things makes las understand the 
material. 

Mr. Ai<cott. Who else understands spiritual things 
best? 

{Many held up hands,) 
Who understand material things best? 
{Several held up hands.) 

John B. The nobleman believed in spir- 
pm a ai . jj^g^j things. It says he " belieyed with 
his whole house." 

One. It interested me most, that when he was 
going home, the servants should meet him and tell him 
his son was well. 

Frederic. It interested me, that the nobleman went 
expecting a certain sort of answer ; and as he received 
such an one as he expected, he believed. I meant to 
sa^" something else, but I have lost it. 

Welles. Jesus cured the son, because he saw the 
father had faith. First, Jesus told him he would not 
believe,' except he saw signs and wonders. But when 
he saw the man did believe, he told him to go, for the 
wonder was done as he would find. 

Mr. Alcott. Which co£aes first, faith or the sign? 

Welles. Sometimes oue and sometimes the other. 
I think Jesus said that about the signs and wonders, to 
see what the man would say, and how much faith he 
had. 

Mr. AlcoiTt. Can you see any connexion 
rf Pa?th^*°''^ between the faith and the curing ? What 
acted on the child? 
Welles. The word that Jesus said ; and he said the 
word because of the man's faith. 

Mr. Alcott. What sort of word was it that was 
spoken ? 

VOL. II. 9 
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Welles. I have a thought which I cannot express. 

George K. Jesus would not have cured the child, 
unless he had seen that the nobleman had faith. 

Andrew. So I think, but I cannot explain it. 

George K. The way it cured the child was, that 
God heard the prayer, and cured the child for Jesus' 
sake. 

Andrew. But Jesus was God. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you wish to leave the subject 
here ^ 

George and Andrew. I should like to carry it 
deeper, but I cannot. 

Charles. I think that Jesus prayed inwardly to 
God to let him cure the child, and God answered him, 
and he said the word, and it was said in such an im- 
pressive manner, that the nobleman remembered every 
thing, time and all. There was something Supernatural 
about the manner, and the nobleman felt it, and felt who 
it was that was speaking. 

Mr. Alcott. Could you explain the faith 
Re^nl* ^^^ cure without the Supernatural? 

Charles. No ; it would notl)e so Godlike. 

Mr. Alcott. What faculty sits in judgment when 
you do not feel the Supernatural f 

Charles. The Reason. 

John B. Jesus could, do it because he had 

Plctttres of faith in God. 

the Cure. ^ 

Martha. The man had so much hope, 
that when he saw Jesus he had faith. I thought Jesus 
looked very meek and willing, and showed it by speak- 
ing in kind tones. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever had so much confi- 
dence in something "ipiritual, as to believe against 
external appearances? 

Martha. Yes ; but I had rather not tell. 
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John B. I thought Jesus had robes on, and looked 
pleased, and spoke in a soft voice. The nobleman's 
voice was not like his, but i*ough, and he looked rough. 

Mr. Alcott. What makes softness in the voice .^ 

John B. Because of pleasantness in the spirit. 

Charles. I thought Jesus had on a white robe that 
fell round his feet, and his hair hung all round his head ; 
and at first there was a look of sorrow and pity for the 
poor boy's sickqess. Then a smile lighted up his face, 
when he saw the nobleman's faith. The nobleman 
looked worn down with watching and anxiety ; and 
when the smile of hope, and faith, and joy first 
gleamed up, his face did not seem fit for a smile, but the 
smile soon went all .over him, like the coming forth of 
a sun — a spiritual sun — and the smile itself seemed to 
refresh him. 

Emma. I had a thought, but when Charles began to 
speak my thought went away. I think the voice of 
Jesus sounded like music. 

Mr. Alcott. Did it have hope or fear in it? 

Emma. Hope. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think hopeful people have the 
most musical voices.^ 

Emma. I never observed ; but I should think they 
would have. 

Samuel R. I think Jesus was God in a Body ; so he 
did not have faith in God, but in himself. 

LucT. Jesus made the boy live, because 
cSniiriasnew. the noblcman did not want the signs and 
wonders. It was better to believe without 
signs and wonders. 

Mr. Alcott. Were any of you ever near dying? 
George K. Yes ; but I did not know it myself. 
LiTTCT. I was very sick lately, and I was crazy. 
Mr. Alcott. Where was your Mind then? 
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LuOT. It was insensible within me. When it came 
back to me, I Mi as if I was waking up. 

Mr. Alcott. How did you feel in your Spirit ? 

LucT. I felt gratitude. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose that feeling made you 
get well any sooner? 

LucT. I don't know. Perhaps it did. . 

Ellek. I thought Jesus looked pleasant, 
diance. kind, and happy ; the nobleman looked 

scornful. Jesus wanted to know if he had 
faith. 

JosiAH. I thought there were rays of glory round 
Jesus' head — spiritual rays. 

Mr. Alcott. Could they be seen? 

JosiAH. No ; painters only draw them in pictures 
to distinguish him. 

Mr. Alcott. Of all the people, whom you ha^e 
known, who best deserve crowns of rays? 

JosiAH. Little babies — I know well 
Jj^Depra^Uy?" enough what a little baby is. 

Mr. Alcott. Well, what is it? 

JosiAH. Oh, a beautiful little thing, with pretty 
little body, and hands, and feet. 

Mr. Alcott. And is what comes to the eye em- 
blematic of the Spirit within ? 

Ellen. If babies are so good, what does the Bible 
mean where it says we "go astray from the womb 
speaking lies"? 

Mr. Alcott. What do you think it means ^ 

Eller. That the nature is bad. 

Mr. Alcott. Some people think it is so, and others 
think that it is the example of those grown up, which 
makes children speak lies early in life. The fact re- 
mains ; we differ as to the explanation. 
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Do you think that you have any thing in 
Sjnppathetic you, ^hich, if spoken to, as the nobleman's 
."^ ' faith was, could cure a sick brother or 

sister? 
{Several held up hands,) 
What is it? 
Several. Faith. 

Charles. Physiological Faith I should call it. 
Mr. Alcott. You mean a Faith that acts on the 
Body. A complete knowledge of Physiology would 
show to us the nerves, by which the Soul acts directly 
on the l)ody, and makes it move, and causes changes in 
it. We have a good deal of this power now, though 
we do not understand it so as to use it very extensively. 
Suppose you should look very cross or sad to a sick 
brother ; or speak as if you were in despair ; would 
he be likely to get better by looking at you ? 
Several. No ; indeed. 

Mr. Alcott. But suppose you looked very cheer- 
ful and bright, and very kindly. Would that have a 
good effect ? 

{They assented,) 
Does faith cure the body without other means? 
Several. Faith in the doctor's medicine cures. 
Others. No ; faith in God cures. 
Mr. Alcott. Suppose, when you took the medi- 
cine, you should feel that it would never do you 
the least good, would the medicine be so likely to act 
well? 

{None held up hands,) 
Can you help the medicine with your state of mind? 
{Jill held up hands,) 
Samuel R. I have heard it said that people are 
alivays cross when they are getting well ; and that it is 
a good sign. 

9* 
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Mr. ALCdTT. How many of you think 
PllJI^iiin. ^^A^i ^^ A physician understood the Soul 
aa well aa the Body and Medicine, he 
would be more likely to cure than if he only under- 
stood the latter? 

{All held up hands,) 
Was there ever such a physician ? 
All. Jesus dhrist. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes; Jesus was a Physiologist . and 
Psychologist too. 

« . 1 ^ ».. • Charles. I wish there was a School for 

School for Physi- .,>,., , « . . 

eai and Spiritual learning Fhysiology and Psychology. 

Mr. Alcott. We attempt to study both 
in this School. Our subject this moaning has been psy- 
chological, and now we must prepare for the lesson in 
Physiology. That comes after recess.. 



CONVERSATION XXXVI. 

SUPREMACY OP SPIRITUAL FORCE. 
AWE. 



I 



Reading in the Synagogue at Nazareth, from the Sacred Text Awe. — 

Moral Fearlessness Forbearance. — Self-Reproof. — Awe of Innocence. 

—Natural in the Supernatural. — Preaching. — Prejudice and Partiali- 
ty. — Moral Influence. 

Mr. Alcott. Jesus was at Cana the last time we 
read of him, and received a visit from a nobleman of 
Capernaum. To-day we find him at Nazareth. 

Mr. Alcott read the 

riJlST PREACHING OF JESV8 AT ITAZARETH. 

Luxs iy. 16-30. 

v-«i«.. 0.. trr -w . . 16 And he came to * Nazareth, where he bad 

Vulgar iEra, 07. InipiratioB. . , .^ . v ♦ 

Julian Period, been brought up : and, as his custom waa, 

4740. ]ie went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 

Nazareth. "Pfo'toread. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
* Matt. ziii. 54* prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, be 

found the place where it waa written, 
t Isaiah Izi* 1. 18 f The Spirit of the Lord ia upon me. 

Because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel 

to the poor ; 
Be hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted. 
To preach deliverance to the captives, 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord* 
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Valvar ^ra, 27. SK) And he closed the book, and he gave it again to tlM 
^"***" *1®''***'» minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. 
Nazareth. 21 And he began to say unto thern, This day is this Scrip- 

ture fulfilled in your ears. 

23 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the grar 
cious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they 
said, Is not this Joseph's son ? 

23 And Jie said unto them. Ye will surely say unto m« 
this proverb. Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we hare 
heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 
* Matt. ziii. 57* 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you. No * prophet is 
accepted in his own country. 

f 1 K' ffs "9 ^ ^^^ ^ ^^^^ y°" ^^ ^ truth, t many widows were in larael 
in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three 
years and six months, when great famine was tbrooghoat all 
the land; • ^ 

26' But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sa- 
ropta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 

t 2 Kings v. 14. 27 X ^^^ many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eli- 
seus the prophet ; and none of them was cleansed, saving 
Naaman the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, were filled with wrath, 

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led 
him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was boilt, 

. that they might cast him down headlong. 

30 But he passing through the midst of them went his 
way. 



Emma. I think there was something mi- 
raculous in the escape of Jesus. 

Ellen. He would not have escaped, if he had de- 
served to be cast down. 

Mr. Alcott. What preserved him ? 

Ellen. The spirit that was in him ; they were 
awed by his looks. 

John B. God was in himl 

Augustine. He did not escape because he deserved 
to. He deserved not to be crucified. 

Ellen. He escaped then, because it could not 
have done good to others to have him killed then ; as it 
did when he was crucified. 
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Mr. Alcott. What was that in him which 
iM^nis^f "" produced the awe, of which Ellen spoke ? 

Several, (at once.) Conscience. Truth. 
Indignation. 

Charles. The Supernatural. 

Franklin. I think it was because they saw him go 
along without the least fear. This, surprised them so, 
that they were motionless, until he was gone; and I 
think they were all left standing in amazement. 

Andrew. As he did not seem afraid of them, they 
thought it would be of no use to throw him down the 
hill. They feared he would do something to them. 

Samuel R. His not being afraid made them afraid. 

Charles. It seemed to me that they carried him to 
the very verge, before he looked at them. Then, I 
thought, he turned and looked, and they were so struck, 
that they stood motionless, with their hands up all ready 
to strike. 

George K. I think their hands fell when Jesus 
turned upon them. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever have any person look at 
yoo, as if they saw every thing in you? 
(^Several held up hands.) 

Mr. Alcott. What if you should try this 
Porbearance. n^ethod of looking , wheu you are struck or 
injured by boys in the street? 

Charles. Suppose a look does not do? 

Mr. Alcott. It will be time then to try some other 
means. Try this first. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you tell when you have 
eproo . gggu a similar effect produced ? 

Charles. Yes ; I have seen it among boys. When 
some boys were once abusing a little boy, they stopped 
short as I saw them ; there seemed no reason but his 
looking at them. And once I was goipg to drown a 
puppy5 and he looked up at me so that I could not. 
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Emma. Ooce you looked at me when I was whisper- 
ing, and I could not look at you. 

John B. I have felt that when I was playing in 
school, very oAen. 

Samuel R. I once wanted a dog td do sonnething, he 
did not want to ; and I was going to beat him, and he 
looked at me so that I could not. 

Mr. Alcott There is a creature — vefy feeble — 
who lives in your house, but in whose feebleness there 
is a power — 

Several. Little Babies. 
Innocence. ^*' -^^coTT. Have any of you ever been 
awed by a Child's face.^ 

Herbert. I have. 

LucT. Sa have I. I have tried to take a baby, and 
it did not want to be taken, and I did not want to, then. 

Mr. Alcott. Did any of you ever take a little 
baby, and swing 'and toss it round, without observing 
how it looked, or feeling any awe.^ How many take 
away things from children, without caring how they 
feel or look ^ 

Samuel R. Yes ; sometimes I have wanted to take 
away something from my little sister, and could not, 
because she looked so innocent. 

Mr. ALCt)TT. How many think there is something 
Supernatural in a Babe ? 

{Several held up hands.) 

How many of you think there was a good 
SopernaturaL ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ look in Jcsus, that helped him 
escape.^ 
(Many held up hands.) 
Was that a miracle? 

Emma. Yes. 

Ellen. I do not think it was a miracle. It was 
natural that he should look so, and that they should 
feel it. 



AWE. 107 

Mr. Alcott. Is a miracle unnatural? 

Ellen. It has not a natural cause. 

Mr. Alcott. Could there be any thing natural 
without the Supernatural? Supernatural means a6ove 
nature ; and does not the power above nature show 
itself in nature, and cause those acts which you call 
miraoiilaus? 

{Na answer.) 

John B. I liked the passage that Jesus 
"' read. " Preaching the gospel to the poor" 
means, that he would teach them how to get their living. 
" Healing the broken-hearted " means, to comfort them 
when their brothers and sisters die. I don't understand 
about " preaching deliverance." "Recovering sight to 
the blind " means, curing spiritual blindness, and curing 
outward eyes too ; so that the outward eyes may see the 
emblems of spiritual things. I don't understand the 
rest. 

George K. I think ''the Spirit of the Lord " is God. 
"The poor" means poor in money, and the preaching 
is to make them good and go to meeting. To " preach 
deliverance to captives" is, to preach in prisons, that if 
they would repent God would not punish them. To 
" recover sight to the blind " is, to clear out the Spirit's 
eye as well as the Body's. To " bind" up the bruised " 
is to heal them. 

Martha. I think to "preach to the poor" is, to 
preach to the pot)r in spirit, to those who have not 
goodness in their spirit; and to "heal the broken- 
hearted" is, to comfort the sorrowing for friends. 

Mr. Alcott. What else causes sorrow hut loss of 
friends ? 

Franklin. The wickedness of our friends. 

Charles. Those would be comforted by explaining 
the uses of the punishments. 
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Mr. Alcott. Would you like^ the world better, if 
there was no punishment and no safiering? 

Several. Once I thought so. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you see any good in BuflTering or 
in punishment now.? Who makes you suffer.?. 

Charles. Ourselves. 

Lucy. The " Spirit's anointing him " meanS) that 
God had made him good, to make those who were poor 
in goodness — rich. 

Mr. Alcott. Then there is another kind of poverty 
than of riches. Which is the worst kind of poverty ? 

LtJCT. Poverty of kindness. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose there are any very 
poor people, who are rich in spirit? 

Lucv. Yes ; the broken-hearted means being sorry 
for wrong-doing ; and he gives them repentance to bind 
them up. The captives means those who are bound by 
their wickedness, 

Mr. Alcott. Give me an instance of such a 
captive. 

Lucr. A little girl, who has done wrong and is not 
sorry, is captivated by her sin ; and being blind means 
that they cannot see goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. Did they lose their sight all at once.? 

Lucy. No ; not all at once ; but they do wickedly, 
and then forget the difiference between right and wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. Do we begin by knowing right and 
wrong? 

Lucy. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you lost any of your spiritual 
sight? 

Lucy. I suppose I have since I was a baby. 

Welles and Nathan. I did not know any thing 
when I was a baby. There is no right or wrong in a 
baby. 
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LvcT. " The bruised " means those who are a little 
wicked, but want to be good ; and Jesus will show them 
how. 

Mr. Alcott. Was the Spirit of the Lord ever upon 
you ? 

John B. When I have been doing right it has helped 
me, and when I have been helping others. 

Lemuel. I think ''to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord" means, that he taught what would be accep- 
table to God all the time. 

Lucia. I was interested in the '* Scripture's being 

fulfilled " — it was fulfilled by Jesus and by the apostles. 

John B. And, in a small degree now, by preachers. 

Charles., But on not near so large a plan, as that on 

which Jesus preached. He had to find out what he 

preached in himself. And so should all. 

Mr. Alcott. Those may hold up their hands, who 
think one is preaching the Gospel to the poor, when 
he is making money to hoard, and setting that example. 

(None.) 
Or who is angry every day and oppressing the weak. 

(None.) 
Do you preach the Gospel even to one? 

(^None held up hands.) 
Do you heal the broken-hearted.? make it a point to 
comfort your little friends when they are troubled? 

(None.) 
Do you ever deliver the captive — those captured by bad 
habits — even yourselves ? 

(Nane.) 
Are any of you blind? 

(Several.) 
Do you begin to recover your sight ? 
(All held up hands.) 

TOL. II. 10 
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How many spend all the year acceptably to the Lord? 
(None.) 
Ellen. I want to know what Josiah thinks. 
JosiAH. I have no thoughts. 

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by the words, 
"And all bore him. witness".^ 

Charles. They all saw him. 

Ellen. And some felt the truth of the words. 

George K. Gracious words mean comfort. I 
should not think they would have wanted to cast him 
off the hill. 

Mr. Alcott. What did they mean by 
^ejudice and guying, c. jg ^^^ jfais Joseph's SOU ? » 

Lemuel. They knew Joseph, and that 
he was a carpenter ; and when they saw there was 
something great in Jesus, they envied him, and said, 
Can this be the Carpenter's son, whom we all know? 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by ''A prophet is not 
accepted in his own country "? 

Martha. We are more likely to think highly of 
those we don't know — who come from some other 
place. 

Augustine. No ; I think we are more likely to 
think our own countrymen great. 

Mr. Alcott. These people had seen Jesus ever 
since he was a child — they had doubtless seen him at 
play. Do you suppose Jesus played? 

Georke K. and Others. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Did he play well do you think? 

Several. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person is greater, 
ence. ^^ better than people around him, how will 
they treat him? 
Augustine. He must make them understand him. 
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Mr. Alcott. Suppose they are interested in other 
things ? 

Augustine. He must. talk to them and convince them, 
not all at once, nor every one. Those people thought 
a carpenter was not so high as others. But there is no 
reason why a carpenter's son should not be as great as 
any other man. 

Lemuel. Because they are poor ! Some people 
think their riches include goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you think that, if you 
were to go into another town or school, and begin to 
talk as you do here on spiritual subjects, you should be 
understood ; or would it be disagreeable? 

Lemuel. The schoolmaster would not let you stay. 

George K. He would be glad, if he was a spiritual 
man, for then he would teach so himself. But I guess 
he would not be a spiritual man if he did not have 
spiritual scholars^ 

Mr. Alcott. Most schoolmasters mean to be spirit- 
ual. 

Lemuel. I know one who is not spiritual. 



CONVERSATION XXXVII. 

INSPIRATION OF GENIUS. 
DIVIITE ELOqUEKTCE. 



Jmoi teaching on the Sabbath at Capernanm, from the Sacred Text. — Effbet 
of Eloquence. — Person and features of Jesus. — Gravity and Sincerity. — 
Seriousness and Soberness. — Eloquence.— ^^pi ritual Perversion. — Spir* 
itual Doctrine. — Agency of Faith. — Thought and l^anguage. — Gebioe. 
Supernatural ia Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott read the 

POWER OF THE PREACHIITG OF JESUS. 

LuKX ir. 31, 33. 

Vttlear ^ra, »7. 31^nd Jesus came down to Capernaam, a 

Joiian Period, Gremas. 

4740. city of Galilee, and taught them on the 

- Sabbath days. 

Capernaum. 53 ^^^ ^^j ^ere astonished at bis doctrine : * for his 

♦ Matt. Ti. 99. ^«'<* "*^" ^»**» power. 



He asked what thoughts they awakened ? 

Susan. They could not understand his 
EiAuenea. words, because they were so great. 

Mr. Alcott. Were the words hard words, 
or was the oieaning great? 

SusAH. The meaning was great — inward.^ 
Andrew. They were not used to hear about Spirit ; 
they were in the habit of talking about bodies, and they 
were surprised at the new words. 

Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus make new words? 
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Andrew. No ; but they were not in the habit of 
using such words, or thinking of such things ; they did 
not believe there was Spirit^ because they could not see 
it- 
Ma. Alcott. Is there any thing mysterious in 
Spirit? 

AiTDREw. No ; not in itself. 

Penon and ^^' ^^^OTT. How did Jesus look, do you 
Featares of think, when he spoke ? 

Jesui. 

Andrew. Like a minister, only not so 
sober. 
Mr. Alcott. Why do ministers look sober ? 
Akdrew. Oh, they think they must look sober. 
Jesus was not sober. He did not laugh loud, but he 
smiled.* 
(^Here Mr, Alcott read a description of the person of 
Jesus, ) 

* ** A Description of the Person of Jesus Christ, as it 
was found in an Ancient Manuscript,, sent by Publivs 
Latilus, President of Judea, to the Senate. of Pome,** 

*' There lives at this time in Judea, a man of singular charac- 
ter, whose name is Jesus Christ. The barbarians esteem him a 
prophet, but his followers adore him as the immediate offspring 
of the immortal God. He is endowed with such unparalleled' 
virtue, as to call back the dead from their graves, and to heal 
every kind of disease with a word or touch. His person is tall 
and elegantly shaped ; his aspect amiable and reverend ; his hair 
flows into those beauteous shades which no united colors can 
matcb, falling into graceful curls below his ears, agreeably 
couchiDgon his shoulders, and parting on the crown of his head,, 
like the head ' dress of the sect of Nazarites. His forehead is 
smooth and large, his cheeks without a spot, save that of a lovely 
red, his nose and mouth are formed with exquisite symmetry, 
his bi5ard is thick and suitable* to the hair of the head, reaching 
t little below the chin, and parting in the middle like a foric ;; 
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Mr. AlcottJ Do you think ministers pot 
^^jjf.;'" onasotorlook? 

Andrew. Yes ; I think they do. I have 
always thought so. 

AucMTSTiNE. They don't feel as they look. 
{Almost all raised their hands. ) 

Mr. Alcott. Have you not seen ministers who 
looked as if they put nothing on ? 

Emmi. I do'nt know any one who puts on a face ! 

Ellen. Nor I. 

( Others raised their hands,) 

Welles. Ministers ought to look soberer than 
others. 

Andrew. They ought to feel so, but not look so. 

Augustine. If they feel more sober, they must look 
so. 

Several. Yes ; they should K>pk as they feel. 

John B. They ought to be soberer than others in 
the pulpit. Sometimes they may get into a frolic at 
home. They ought not to do that in the pulpit. 

his eyes are 'bright^ clear, and serene. He rebukes with majesty, 
counsels with mildness, and invites with the most tender and 
persuasive language ; his whole address, whether word or deed, 
being elegant, grave,- and strictly characteristic of so exalted a 
being. No man has seen him laugh, but the whole world 
beholds him weej> frequently ; and so persuasive are his tears, 
that the whole multitude cannot withhold their tears from joioing 
in sympathy with bim. He is very modest, temperate, and wise ; 
in short, whatever this phenomenon may turn out in the end, •' 
he seems at present a man of excellent beaut]^.and divine per- - 
fections» every way surpassing the children of men.*' \i 

This letter has had an extensive circulation through the coun- .,(, 
try, but of its history or authenticity we know nothing more -;i 
than this, that it was found in Rome, and was published a few . 
years since with the caption here affixed to it. 
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Akdrkw. They ought not to be ffolicso/ne in the 
pulpit, but I don't think they ought to seem better than 
they are. 

Ma. Alcott. What is it to be sober — 
sJ^^rnew!'"^ what is the true sober ? 

Andrew. Jesus was the true sober. He 
was sober when he was crucified. 

Mr. Alcott. Does it take away enjoyment to be 
sober ? 

Andrew. No ; not all enjoyment. Cheerful is 
sober. Soberness is in the Spirit. 

JosiAH. I don't think at all as Andrew does. I don't 
think Jesus was very sober, only when he did wonderful 
things, as when he raised Lazarus. 

Welles. I think Jesus was not sober, but serious. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the_differ^nce? Ts ther§ any? 

JosiAH. Oh yes ; a great deal. There is sorrow in 
seriousness, and there is not in soberness. Jesus was 
serious in his crucifixion. 

Lemitel. Soberness is the outward ; seriousness is 
the most inward. 

Welles. I think seriousness is some outward as 
well as inward. 

George K. I think soberness belongs to the face 
more. 

Emma. I think soberness has something to do with 
the behaviour. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there a sober boy here? 

All. Samuel R. is sober. 

Andrew. Lemuel is sober, except when he is on the 
Common. 

John D. I think Andrew is sober. 

Mr. Alcott. Does any one here lack soberness? 

Martha and Ellen. Charles does. 

Others. William C. John D. Samuel T. 

Mr. Alcott. Are any of the girls sober? 
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All. Eninia is. 

Mr. Alcott. Are your teachers sober? 

{All responded yea,) 
Are they too sober? 

(Nathan and Josiah thought so,) 
Who think I should make you better if I were more 
sober? 

(All but three held up hands,) 
Now think, but you need' not say — are your fathers and 
mothers just about sober enough to make you good? 
Then ask yourselves these questions-;— Am I sober 
enough? Am I serious enough? 

John B. "They were astonished at his 

oquence. doctrino," becauso he spoke words of «o 
much meaning. At first they could not understand him, 
but afterwards they did. ' 

Mr. Alcott. What are full-meaning words? 

John B. Words about Spirit. In a little while they 
understood him, because meanings come from the Spirit 
— spiritual meanings. 
. Mr. Alcott. Are there any meanings not spiritual? 

Augustine: Wickedness is not spiritual. 

Mr. Alcott. What is wickedness? where 

pSve»ion. does it come from? 

.John B. The body makes wickedness. 
A boy raises his hand to strike his sister — the Spirit 
raises the hand. 

Mr. Alcott. Does wickedness then begin in the 
Good ? 

All. No ; the Spirit makes goodness ; and it makes 
the body too ; and the body makes wickedness. 

Nathan. The Body makes the Spirit wicked by the 
appetites, which are the body. 

Lemuel. No ; there is Spirit in the appetites, but 
only a little ^ not enough to master the body. 
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Andrew. I think, when we are born, we have a small 
spirit ; as we gruw up the evil comes by little and little ; 
the disposition to do evil grows out of the body, and at 
last it masters the Spirit. Jesus had a larger spirit than 
others, and he mastered the evil. 

George B. Wickedness made itself out of the body ; 
and wickedness makes the body. 

J^^ATHAN. I think it is made out of the tongue. 

Andrew. The serpent is the tongue. When we 
double up our fist^ or eat too much, that is the devil. 

Mr. Alcott. What kipd of doctrine was 
S^lri. Jesus' doctrine? 

Augustine. Spiritual doctrine. 
Ma. Alcott. What is Spiritual Doctrine? 
John B- To walk along as he did, when they were 
going to pitch him off the hill ; and to make others 
bettjer by explaining Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by *' His 
fSJ*^°^ word was with power".? 

JosiAH. It means that, when Jesus prayed 
to God and asked him to let him have power, God gave 
it to him. When he said *' Lazarus come forth," his 
word was with power, and Lazarus (;ame. 

Mr. Alcott. When you pray, does power come? 

JosiAH. Yes"; from my Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. But must you try? 

JosiAH. Oh yes ; try within. Je&us prayed within 
when he said '^ Lazarus come forth." 

Mr. Alcott. Should you say to a little baby that 
was lying dead, " come forth,'^ would it come.^ 

JosiAH. No ; because I am not good enough. 

Mr. Alcott. Could any person do it? 

JosiAH. I don't believe any body ever tried ; perhaps 
they could. The Spirit must try, and that will set the 
miud going, and the mind will set the heart going, i^nd 
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the h6art will set the body going. You must be full of 
Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Are any of you full.^ 

Augustine. When I was a little baby I was full. 

The Others. We all were. 

Mr. Alcott. How did you empty yourselves of 
Spirit? 

John B. and Others. By doing wrong ; and we can 
get it back by repenting. 

Josiah. We must spend a great^deal of time in the 
first place in prayer — and then try, when we have 
temptation, to withstand it. 

Mr. Alcott. What is a powerful word? 
Sn^ii'e*!"'^ What is a word full of power? What is 
Ihe reason some persons' words are fuller gf 
power than others'? 

Andrew.^ Some have more spirit; they have used 
their spirit more, and God has given them more. 

Mr. Alcott. How is Spirit weakened? 

Andrew. By doing wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. By indulgence. How many of you 
think that intemperance -^excess of any kind — aoger 
— weakens your minds? 

{All held up their hands,) 
Do any of you think there can be intemperance in doing 
right ? 

{They all laughed.) 
Jesus spoke with power. Does any one here speak 
with power? Is there any one whose words always 
command attention ? 

Herbert. Yes ; Samuel R's. 

John B. and Others. Josiah's do. 

Susan and Others. Emma's. 

Lucia, Emma^s and Josiah's. 

Emma. I thinlCBll sometimes si>eak with power ; 
they command my attention. 



DIVINJS ELOtiUENCE. 119 

Nathan. I tbink my own words are with power. 
Ms. Alcott. You have talked here a year and a 
half. Have you ever said all you thought? 
LccT. I guess Emma has not. 
AuGirsTiNE. I always do. 

(^Several others held up their hands.) 

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject? 
Augustine. Supernatural power over 
wickedness. 

Several. The power of words over wickedness. 

Ma. Alcott. What do you mean by supernatural 
power ? 

Welles. Power over the natural — above the out- 
ward. 

JosiAH. Words have both natural and supernatural 
power. 

Mr. Alcott. What Is the difference ? 

JosiAH. Supernatural words have something to do 
with spirit. Natural words only express outward 
things. 

Mr, Alcott. Have you felt the supernatural power 
of words? 

Several. I have. 

(Mr, Alcott here described a hoy doing 
CoMdence** *" wrong, fearing that somebody ifioidd see him, 
hearing his name called, betraying himself 
from excess of feeling, ^c, and asked what was 
the feeling ?) 
Several. The Supernatural in his Conscience. 
(He then described a room in which was a dead baby, 
whom they had lately seen alive. And afterwards a 
storm at sea^ and the sinking of a ship, and the 
sailors calling upon God^s mercy. And afterwards 
a thundet'Storm / and asked what was the feeling ?) 
Several. Sense of the supernatural power. 



CONVERSATION XXXVIII. 

SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE. 



EXAMPLE. 



Review. — Sense of the Supernatural. «> The Miraculous Draught of Fishes, 
from the Sacred Text. — blmblem of Spiritual Force. — Examide. — 
Amuseroeiit. — Emblem of Cruelty. — Idea of the Miracle.-:- Emblem of 
Providence. — Pictures of the Scene. — Impression of Holiness. — As- 
tonishment. — Subject. — Cruel Sports. 

Mr. Alcott. What was the subject of 

Heview. . ^ ^.3 

our last conversation i* 
JosiAH. About Jesus teaching the people. 
XirEORGE K. When you asked us last time, what was 
the subject of ^he conversation, Augustine said it was 
on Supernatural Power, and Andrew talked about 
ministers looking sober. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by Super- -i, 

sSrrn'i'uI'.l natural power? 

► John B. A power above all other men's, ^ 
and above outward power — Spiritual power. 

Mr. Alcott. Could we have such power as Jesus? 

( Some held Uf hands, ) it 

John B. Not near so jnueh. 
AoGUSTiNE. We cannot live without it. 
Mr. Alcott. In what faculty does Supernatural 
power shmv itself ? 
(^No anvijoer,) 
John B. In Conscience. 

(^Several more held up hands.) 
Augustine. And in the Imagination. ; . 
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LucT. In the Mind. 

GfiORGB K. In Thought. 

Mr. Alcott. We can think about other things than 
the Supernatural. 

John D. and Edward C. In Love and Faith. 

John B. Mr. Alcott, what do you think? 

Mr. Alcott. In Conscience. 

Charles. I thought of three Faculties ; the Spir- 
itual Faculty, the Imaginative Faculty, and the Senses. 

Mr. Alcott. Conscience is a sense of the Holy, 
the Perfect. 

" Unless above himself he can 
Erect himself, how poor a thing is man." 

Can you tell me, what this means? 

Charles and George. It means that unless he can 
get above the Body, his Spirit will be poor enough. 

Mr. Alcott read the lesson for the day. 

THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

Matt. iv. 18. 

Vulgar iEra, 527. 18 And josus walking by the aea of Galilee, 

"4740"^* '"'^ '^° brethren, Simon called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, castitag a net into the aea: for they 
SeaofGaUlee. were fishers. 

h 

Mark i. 17-20. 

* Hark i. 16. 17 * And Jesus said onto them, €onie y tfler me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men. 

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed 
him. 

19 And when he had gone a little fiirther thence, he saw 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also 
were In the ship mending their nets. 

30 And straightway he called them : and they left their 
father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went 
after him. 

▼-OL. II. 11 
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LlT^X ▼. 1-11. 

Tal^r MnLf S7, 1 And * it came to pass, that, as the people pressed npoa 

nesaret, 
S«a of Galilee. s And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the 
* llatt iv 18. ^^^'"'^o wore gone oat of them, and were washing tktir 
nets. 

3 And ho entered into one of the ships, which was Si- 
mon's, and prayed him that he would thruat out a little from 
the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of 
the ship. 

4 Now when he had lefl speaking, he sali unto Simon, 
Launch out into the deep, and letdown your nets for a 
draught. 

• 5 And Simon answering said unto him. Master, we have 
toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at 
thy word 1 will let down the net. 

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great 
multitude of fishes : and their net brake. 

7 And they beckoned unto tkdr partners, which were in 
the other ship, that they should come amiheip them. And 
they came and filled both the ships, so that they began to 
sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesas' 
knees, saying. Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord. 

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at 
the draught of the fishes which they had taken : 

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said onto 
Simon, Fear not ; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 

. 11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they 
forsook all, and followed him. 



Ellek« I wish you would ask all the scholars roiind, 
what it means by to " catch men." 
Mr. Alcott. Well ; what does it mean ? 

George K. I think it means that they 
i^t^i Foree. would preach, and catch men's spirits. 

Ellen. The net was their words. 
LucT. The net was the preaching which would 
catch the people who believed. 



EXAMPLE. 1 S8 

Mr. Alcott. Are there anjr*BUch fishermen now-a- 
days? 

LucT. No; — yes; ministers. 

Charles. I think he meant they should toil hard 
aAer his death, preaching the Gospel ; until all men 
should be caught in the net. All are not caught yet. 

Lemuel. The Gospels did not catch any at first. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever been caught? 

Lemuel. When they catch they do not always keep. 

Mr. A&cott. How do they get out of the neW 

Lemuel. They do wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you been caught.^ 

Lemuel. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you stay, or go back.^ 

Lemuel. I went back. 

Charles. Sometimes the fishes try to break the 
meshes and get out — that is doing wrong. 

John B. 1 think as Charles does. I did not think 
so till Charles spoke. 

Augustine. It means the disciples should be good, 
and talk like him, and bring the bad people back to 
goodness. 

Andrew. Men are more spiritual than fish ; so they 
were made fishers of men. 

Franklin. It means that when they preach they 
should make people believe. 

Mr. Alcott. Which is the best kind of fishing, to 
catch fish to support men's bodies, or believing men? 

All. The last! 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you ever sought to catch 
one of your friends to make him better? 

Lucy. I have tried to teach my little brother Frank 
not to do something wrong, when he was going to do so. 

CuARL£.-«- Some boys have taught me something. 
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Mr. Alcott. Can you remember the time 
xampe. when you left off catching outward fishes, 

and tried to do right — to catch spiritual things? 
Lucy. Since I have been in this school. 
Lucia. That is the time when I began. 
Mr. Alcott. What are outward fish.^ 
John D. Trout. 

Others." Appetites, pleasures, &c. 
Mr. Alcott. When did you leave off fishing for out- 
ward pleasures, and think of Spirit. 

George K. At the beginning of this year. 
Samuel R. I used to fish for other things a great 
deal before I came here. 

Charles. I have not left off yet, though I have 
begun many times. 

JosiAH. I never caught a fish in nrry whole life. 

Mr. ALCOf T. You mean real fishes. How 
usemen . many have been fishing with hook and lino 
for amusement? 

(Many held up hands,) 
Do you think it is any amusement to the fishes? 

(No ansteer.) 
How many think it is pleasant to see the bait-worm 
writhe on the hook, and that it is very delightful to see 
the fish struggling up? 

(No answer.} 
Is this humane? 

(No atiswer,) 
Andrew. It is pleasant to catch some fish, such as 
sharks ; because they catch other fish. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever fish for that purpose? 
Andrew. No. 

John B. I have fished perch for the pigs. 
Mr. Alcott. Who would go to fish this afternoon, 
if they could ? 

(Some boys and two ^rls.) 
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Who would not go if they could? 

( The rest of the girh and boys,) 

Suppose the roof of this temple were taken 
CnihY.^^ off, and a man should present himself with 
a long pole, and on the end of it a line, 
a golden one, and he should want something to do, — 
some sport — and looking down he should see all of us, 
and should put on the hook something we are fond 
of — a very nice piece of bread, and should drop it down 
here, and dangle it along, and one of us should catch 
hold of it, and he should draw that one up, and look at 
him, tear him off, and tear his throat out at the same 
time, {he described farther^) what should we think of 
that man ? 

Augustine. I think it would be better to have a large 
fish, catching, for that would teach us to do as we are 
done by. 

Mr. Ajlcott. You^ need not understand by these 
questions of mine, that I disapprove of all fishing. Fish 
are caught for food, perhaps were intended for food ; 
these men caught them for the food of the people who 
bought them. Who think that Simon and Zebedee's 
children caught fish for sport? 

All. No ; but to sell. 

LucT. Mr. Alcott, I think the reason Jesus 
itfracie!*** made the fishes go in the net, was because 
he did not want the men to be disappointed 
after toiling all night. 
( Others agreed. ) 
Ellen. I think it Was because they had faith to let 
down the net. Jesus rewarded them for their faith.. 
{Many agreed,) 

n* 
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Joseph. The faith was in the fishes ; and if the men 
had not had faith, the fishes would have gone away. 
{William C, agreed.) 

Augustine. I think Jesus wanted them to have a 
great many fishes, because this was the last time they 
should fish. 

George. B. I think Jesus called the fish. 

George K» I think it was to reward their patience 
in letting down the neU 

George B. The reason the fishes came into the net 
was because God made the fishes, and so they obe3'ed 
him ; for Jesus was God in a Borly. 

Lemuel. The fishes followed the disciples, because 
the disciples followed Jesus. 

Charles. And others have followed the disciples ; 
and others have foUowed those ; and- now almost all the 
world is following. 

Welles. Jesus wanted to show his disciples that he 
had a great deal of power, so as to make thom more 
willing to follow him. ... * 

m' 

Mr. Alcott. What is a net an embl^ 



Emblem of ^.f } 

Ptovidonce "* ' 



JoHM B. When we get angry we are 



caught in a net. 



Welles. The net in this place was Preaching. 

{Many hands were raised in assent,) 
Mr. Alcott. Is there an invisible something which 
seems to be always spread, and includes all events and 



men ? 



{No answer.) 
What do we call that which works^ all the changes 
around us. ^ (He specified.) 
Lucia. Providence. 

Mr. Alcott. And is a net an emblem of Providence? 
{Many held up hands.) 



EXAMPL.S. 1S7 

Mr. Alcott. Did any of you picture this 
Kr.o:f scene as I read? 

JosiAH. Yes ; I saw a great multitude of 
people standing — more than would fill all this temple in 
all the rooms. And they were asking Je^os to teach 
them. And Jesus did teach them a little while on the 
shore, before he went into the ship. And Simon went 
off from land only a little way. And, Mr. Alcott, I don't 
see why Jesus wanted him to row off from the land at 
all — why it was not enough to get into the boat. 

Mr. Alcott. Would not the people see and hear 
him better, if the boat was out a little way on the lake.^ 

JosiAH. Oh yes ; and after he had preached a great 
while, he told Simon to row out into the middle of the 
pond ; and Simon looked, in my mind, as if he expected 
him to do some miracle. But, Mr. Alcott, I don't see 
haw one draught of fishes could fill two ships, if the net 
was ever so full. 

Ma. Ai'COTT. The boats were smaller than our 
ships ; and perhaps the nets wei*e let down more than 
qnce. 

JosiAH. Yes ', and then I saw the partners in the 
other ship dividing the fishes equally ; and they sailed 
along a little before they began to sink. 

Lemuel. I thought the boats were close by the land ; 
and Jesus was coming, and the multitude was following 
him, and hexlid not want to be in such a crowd ; so be 
got into the boat, and asked Simon to push it off a very 
little way. Then he preached ; and then he made the 
fishes come. He knew they were there. 

Ma. Alcott. How did he know? 
(No answer.) 
Have you any faculty of Foresight.^ 

Lemuel. I don't know. And the net broke y but yet 
the fishes stayed in. 
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Cbarles. I thought the multituile absolutely pushed 
him off the land, they crowded down so from bebiod. 
And the boats were new and painted with very bright 
colors. And Simon sat in one end of the boat mending 
his nets, and looking very tired. And then Jesus 
preached ; and he told Peter to row out, so that the 
people might alt see him ; for the land was sloping. 
And the bright colors of the boat attracted the fishes, 
and so they filled both boats. I have often attracted 
fish by throwing bright colors on the water — and there 
were many more fishes than they caught. 

Mr. Alcott. Fish often swim in shoals. 

Charles. And then Stnu)n fell down, 
{ToC:"" "' feeling he was sinful. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did it have that effect? 

Lemuel. Because he sa>v Jesus was good. 

George K. And because Jesus was good he could 
do such things ; and Simon knew that he could not 
do such things, and felt that he was not so gnod. 

Mr. Alcott. How did Simon know that he was 
good ? 

Lemuel. Because he had just heard him preach. 

Charles. He was grateful for the favor of so 
many fish. I thought the reason thiey did not catch fish 
in the night was, because the fish could not see the 
bright colors of the boats. And the people on the shore 
saw all this draught of fish, and they did not hear what 
was said ; and as they looked at the movements in the 
boat, they must have been more astonished still. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you explain Peter's wish that 
Jesus should depart from him.^ 

Charles. He wanted tq be alone, to go iolo his 
own mind, and consider what all this could mean. 

Lucia. He felt the superiority of Jesus. 
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Mr. Alcott. Did you ever so feel this superiority of 
any person, as to wish him or yourself away? 

Martha, Charles, Emma. I have felt so. 

Mr. Alcott. What was the feeling in Peter's 
mind ? 

Augustine. A feeling of un worthiness, because he 
was only a fisherman. 

Mr. Alcott. What does " sinful " mean ; wicked- 
ness? 

Augustine. No ; it means he was not much known. 
(Many agreed,) 

Welles. He felt that he was not worthy of such 
favors. 

John B. It says they were all astonished. 
™ " I think that explains Peter's speech. They 
generally believed and thought of outward things — 
that fishes came and went by chance — they were aston- 
ished to find that Jesus could make them come, and 
they wondered whj*^ they could not make them come. 

Mr. Alcott. What jjArt of their nature was touched 
by this whole transaction ? 
John B. The Supernatural. 
Mr. Alcott. Have you that in you? 
John B. Yes ; but I do not use it much. 
Mr. Alcott. What do yau think of these people 
forsaking their fishing ? 

6eok(^e K. They thought that he would do some- 
thing for them. JHe was so good that they knew he 
could do nothing but right. 

Mr. Alcott. Who among you have forsaken your 
nets, and followed Jesus ? 

{No answer.) 
Who never deceive ? are frank ? ingenuous ? consci- 
entious ? 

(No answer,) 
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Mr. Alcott. What has beea our subject 

■• to-day r 

Edivard C. The draught of iishes. 

Mr. Alcott. I don't want the outward fact, but the 
principle, that is our subject. 

George K. Supernatural power. 

John B. I never can express what the subject of 
the conversation has been. 

Mr. Alcott. And for that very reason I wish to 
have you try. 

Welles. The subject has been faith. 

Augustine. The power of the Supernatural over 
Simon's body, and the fishes. 

Susan. Simon's faith in Jiesus. 
{Many agreed,) 

Andrew.. The fishes' faith, and their minding Jesus. 
They had faith in Jesus, and so they went where he 
wanted them to go. 

Mr. Alcott. At certain seasons fishes go up rivers 
as the best time for depositing their young. What is 
that feeling in them, which makes them go? 

Charles. Instinct. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there Instinctive Faith } 
(^No answer,) 

LucT. The subject has been the rewards of faith. 

John B. I have learnt not to catch fish for pleasure. 

Mr. Alcott. Shall any of you ever catch fish for 
sport Hgain.^ 

{Many said No, Some said Yes,) 

Welles. Once a boy came to my father to be 
cured, who had a fish-hook in his eye. He was fishing, 
and it fiew up. I think, now, it was to leach him that 
he should do as he would be done by. 

(Here followed much con^ttrsationy in which 
por . j^^^ Alcott spoke of killing fish for spori^ 
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and for necessity. There seemed much feeling 
that it was wrong to inflict pain for one's own sport. 
But many present, who loved to fish, did not like to 
give up. The worms were mentioned ; they said they 
never thought of the worms. Charles said he did at 
first, but afterwards he " hardened himself into a kind 
of beast." Mr. Mcott said he should ask Dr. Alcott 
to ^ve a lecture on the Physiology of Worms. 
Charles said that he did not want to hear it, for still he 
intended to go on fishing, as it '^ added to his happi- 
ness,'* Josiah said that there were artificial baits. All 
agreed that it would be much more pleasant to fish with 
artificial worms. Mr. Alcott asked if they should like 
artificial fish. They all said yes — then one thought 
there could not be fun in that. But Josiah said 
there was ; he never had fished, except for arti- 
ficial fish in a bowl of water with a magnet, and 
there was a good deal of fun in it.) 



CONVERSATION XXXIX 

SENSUALITY OF SPIRIT. 
RELF-IITDULGENCE. 



Review. — Casting out of the Unclean Spirits, from the Sacred Text. — Un- 
clean Spirits. — Ideas and Emblems of Unclean Spirits. — Generation of 
Uneleaii Spirits. — Generation of Demons or Devils. — Sensuality. — 
Transforinatton^pf Appetites into Passions^ — Self-Accusation. — Phases of 
Appetite and Passion. — Cause oflnsanity. —r Self-Denial. — Self-Mastery. 
— Reputation. — Application of the Subject. — Theory of Demoniacal 
Poaaession. 



Mr. Alcott. Th9se who remember the 
eview. j^g^ conversation may hold up their hands. 

And where was the place .^ ^ 

George B. On the Sea of Galilee. 

Lemuel. On lake Genesaret. 

Another. On the Sea of Tiberias. 

Mr. Alcott. (Pointing to^ the map,) These three 
names apply to the same place. The disciples were 
fishing on the Sea of Tiberias. Here is the city of Ti- 
berias, named so probably from the Sea. We do not 
hear of Jesus often in that city ; but much oftener 
in this — Capernaum — where the scene will be laid 
to-day. He then read the lesson for the day. 



8ELF-I>' DULOENCS. 
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CA8TIK6 OUT OF THE TTKCLiEAlf SPIRITI AT CAPKR* 

IVAUM. 

Mau i. 21 - 29. Laxa ir. 33-38. 



Valgar ^ra, 27. Jalian Period, 4740. 
Capernaum. 



Mark 


i.21. 


Mark 


i.22. 


Lake 


17.33. 


Lnko 


IT. 34. 


I«uke 


iy.35. 


Mark) 


i.26. 


Lake i 


iv. 35. 


Mark! 


I. 26. 


Lttke 


iv.35. 


Lake j 


iv. 36. 


Marki 


i. 27. 


Luke i 


IV. 36. 


Marki 


1.27. . 


Lake i 


IV. 36. 


Marki 


1.27. 


Lake i 


IV. 36. 


Marki 


1.23. 


Luke i 


IV. 37. 


Marki 


.28. 


Luke i 


IV. 37. 


Mark! 


1.28. 



Spiritual 



* And they went into Capernanm ; and 
Supremacy. atraightway on the Sabbath day he entered 
into the synagogue, and taught. 

t And they were astonished at his doctrine j for he taught 
them as one that had aathority, and not as the Scribes. 

And in the synagogue there was a man which had a 
spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 

Saying, I^et us alone ; what have we to do with thee, 
thou Jesus of Nazareth ? art thou come to destioy us .' I 
know thee who thou art ; the Holy .One of GUxl. 

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come 
out of him. 

And when the unclean spirit had 
thrown him in the midst, (and) 

had torn him, and ciied with a loud voice, he came out of 
him, 
and hurt him not. 

And they were all amazed, 
insomuch that they quiktioned, 

and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this ? 
What thing is this ? what new doctrine ia this ? for with 
autliority, 

and power he commandeth the unclean spirits 
even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him, 
and they come out. 

And immediately 
the fame of him went oat, (and) 
spread abroad throughout all the region, 
into every place of the country round about, 
round about Galilee. 



(He then pointed out the slight discrepancies of the 
separate aedvunis of the Evangelists^ and illustrated 
the subject by supposing the children to see something 



* Matt. iv. 13. 



t Matt. vii. 28. 
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happen on the Common and to come into the sehool- 
room and tell him about it. He asked if all their 
stories would he in the same words, or just alike as 
to the facts, although they should mean to tell the 
truth 7 He then reread Luke^s account, empha- 
sizing the word U8 pjsry strongly, and asked for the 
thought that first arose, '^ 

Augustine. I thought when he said us, 
s^dt^ that the man meant himself and the evil 

spirit. 

George K. I thought he meant himself and all the 
people who were there with him. 

Martha. I thought he meant the several unclean 
8)>irit8 within him. 

Ellen. I thought he meant the people and himself, 
and that he did not want Jesus to cast out the evil spir- 
its in himself and others, for there were evil spirits in 
almost all the people. 

Emma. I thought he meant the whole city, for all had 
prejudices against Jesus, and he did not wish that himself 
or others should get over their prejudices. At another 
time, when Jesus cast out evil spirits, I remember the 
people went to him and besought him to leave the city. 

(^Several agreed with Ellen and several with Martha.) 

Mr. Alcott. I should like to have each 
bieiDB of unclean tell me his idea of an unclean spirit. 
Spirits. George B. Unclean spirits are appetites, 

and demons are passions. 

Nathan. Demons mean wickedness. 

John D. Demons are bad thoughts and feelings. 

Lemuel. Unclean spirits are filtl^y words, and de- 
mons are passions — anger. 

{These ideas were repeated by George K., Andrew, 
William, Augustus, and Alfred.'^) 

* A new scholar. 
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Martha. Unclean spirits are falsehoods. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever think unclean spirits 
were creatures.^ 

(Many held up their hands and said, pig, toad, serpent, 
monkey, hog, viper, Sfc, Mr. Jilcott checked them 
whenever there seemed to be an answer to cause 
laughter, and urged them seriously and honestly to 
tell their real image and not invent one.) 

Martha. I always thought of a man with some kind 
of creature's head. 

Welles. I thought of a man, large and fat as any 
thing, looking horribly, with very large eyes, as large as 
half my hand, and looking as if they wanted to shed 
blood. I thought of him in a dark place ; sometimes I 
thought of a dull iron lamp hung up. 

Lucia. I always thought of a man very dirty and 
very fat. 

Augustine. I used to think of unclean spirits as pigs 
with men's heads, and demons as tigers with men's 
heads. 

Emma. I always imagined a demon to be a man with 
a scowling brow. I never imagined an unclean spirit. 

JosiAH. ^ I imagine a very dark man with a small 
lamp a great way off. I advance and see a very tall 
man with a serpent's head and horns growing out of his 
head, and he holds the small lamp. 

CoRiNNA.* I think of a snake with his head cut off, 
and a man's head put in its stead. 

Nathan. I think of a man so fat he cannot stand up, 
and he wants to kill. 

Franklin. I used to think of a stubby short man, 
very fiit, with a forked tail, dressed in skeletons, and 
with a crown of vipers and serpents, and horns. I used 
to have this image, but I don't have it now. 

* A new scholar. 
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Mr. Alcott. Well, these have been your fancies 
hitherto. Now you may tell ine, all of you, what you 
think about an unclean spirit now.^ 
All. It is an appetite. 
SiXn spidts. M«- Alcott. Have you ever unclean 
spirits in youP 

All, (6u^ £f/im(i.) Yes. 

Emma. I don't think I have an unclean spirit at all; 
but sometimes something like a demon, when I get 
angry, 

Mr. Alcott. How do you think the unclean spirit 
could get in ; how could the spirit become unclean at 
first; has a little infant ever an unclean spirit? 

All. No ; it is clean — pure. 

Mr. Alcott. Well, how can it become unclean? 

Andrew. By eating too much. 

Others. By sleeping too much. 

George K. By laziness. 

Lemuel. By being fat — eating gravy. 

George K. By eating candy and such things. 

Martha. By indulging the body. 

Mr. Alcott. What kind of indulgence? 

JosiAH. Impurity ; unclean means impure. 

Mr. Alcott. Now let us leave the un- 
Domons**""*^ clean spirits and think how the demons are 
brought. 

Several. By anger. « 

Mr. Alcott. How is anger brought into the spirit 
— what did your hand, your thought, your body do, 
when you became angry? 

Andrew. Sometimes somebody is angry with you, 
and then you arc made angry, and that is a demon. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you think of some scene on the 
Common illustrating this? 
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Lemuel. Wby, one boy runs against another acci- 
dentally, than the last boy strikes him ; then that makes 
the boy angry because he did not mean to hurt him at 
first ; and pow he really does hurt him, and so it goes 
on. 

( Others expressed the idea that it was example which 
made the baby have an evil spirit.) 

Mr. Alcott. Do* you remember — do you know a 
time, when any evil spirit came into one of you? 

Welles, (blushing,) I know, but I don't wish to 
tell. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think evil spirits always come 
only by means of example — is there nothing within 
that helps? 

Augustine. We need riot suffer them to come in. 

Mr. Alcott. How do you suppose this man in the 
synagogue got his unclean spirit — had he done any- 
thing wrong? 

Several. Yes. 

Franklin. He stole something, or killed somebody. 

Mr. Alcott. That would give him a demon, but 
his unclean spirit came — 

Several. By gluttony, or some indulgence. 

Mr. Alcott. How many think they are 
Sensuality. y^^^^^ ^^ ^^ mastered by the unclean spirit 

or gluttony? 

(None.) 

Or of sleep? 

(None.) 
Or want of sleep, for there may be intemperance that 

ivay ? 

(None.) 

Or by not wishing to wash themselves often enough ? 

George K. A little. 

Mr. Alcott. Or by loving to eat fat gravies ? 

IS* 
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{A general expression of disgust all round,) 
Or candy? 
{None raised hands-; but Ellen, who sat near me, 
seemed not pleased with candy's being anathema^ 
ti/zed,) 

„ ^ "Mr. Alcott, Sometimes I have been by 

Transformation . " 

of Appetites markets, and how d(9 you thmk the raw 

into Passions. , ■. ^ • • ^* a a j 

beeves seemed to my imagination r And 
when I have b^en by confectioners' shops, how do you 
think the things seemed to me? Unclean spirits do not 
leave offchangiryg their shapes till they become demons. 
A boy beginning by eating too much, sleeping too much, 
not washing himself in the morning, will not end with 
a sweet and loving temper. How many of you who eat 
meat and mix up the blood of animals with your blood, 
&c. &c. have felt dull after dinner? How many have 
discovered that on sleeping too long they have felt 
dull when they aroge? 

(ife pushed his question into farther details, and 
they responded more or less to each question in 
the affirmative. He then went back and asked,) 
Now, how do you think this man got into this state? 

Several. By indulgence. 

Mr. Alcott. And how eould he be restored. 

Welles. By repenting. 

Others. By being temperate. 

Mb«. Ajlcott. Do any of you think yourselves un- 
clean by means of the breakfast this morning, or from 
having slept too much this morning, or from having 
indulged yourselves in any way that is not right, 
lately? 

{Some hesitatingly held up hands, blushing.) 

Mr. Alcott. Do you feel as the man who spoke to 
Jesus, " Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee? 
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art thou come to destroy us? " Do you feel as if you 
wanted to be let alone? 
All. No. 

Mr. Alcott. He loved his indulgencies — do you 
love your indulgencies? 
Andrew. No. 

(^Ml the others seemed eqtmlly desirous of vindicating 
themselves, and %eere more wilting to confess to de- 
mons than to unclean spirits, ) 
Welles. I got my unclean spirit, partly at home, 
and partly at a schoo> I weat to. 

Mr. Alcott. Does Mr. Aleott knoV what it is? 
Welles, (blushing,) Yes ; I believ§ he does. 

Mr. Alcott. Does it seem to you that he 

Self- Accusation. ^ ,, -, , . , , 

often talks all round it, and that it soon 
must go out? 

Welles. Yes ; I hope so. 

Augustine. I don't see why this man calls Jesus, 
whom he don't like, the Holy One of God. 

Mr. Alcott. Do not bad people know that others 
are good ? 

Franklin. His Conscience made him acknowledge 
that Jesus \yas good. It ruled the evil spirit in him. 

Augostine. But the evil spirit thought himself as 
good, and all that were diflbrentfrom him bad. 

Mr. Alcott. What effect have passions 

u^'aad PassTn: ^nd appetites on the face ? 

Franklin. Appetites make it look dull, 
and passions make it look ferocious. 

Nathan. Appetites make the face full of pimples. 

Franklin. And make the body puff out. 

Josiah. And make the tongue grow large, so that 
it makes us taste all the way down. 

Mr. Alcott. That is a physiological fact, I believe. 
Why did Jesus rebuke him and tell him to hold bis 
peace? 
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Andrew. He meant that he should hold his good- 
ness, SO that the evil spirit which was in him should not 
take it all away from him. 

Franklin. He said so, because he did not want the 
people all round to hear the wrong things, which the 
evil spirit would be likely to say. 

Ellen. I think Jesus checked him because he did 
not like to be praised. 

Mr. Alcott. When the truth is praise, there is no 
reason why we should check the praise. 

• 

One of the Evangelists says that the eyil 
FnsarSty. spirit tore him as he came out. The other 

says he did not hurt him. 

George K. I don't see how it could hurt a man to 
lose his evil passions. I always used to think that a 
person who had an evil spirit was a deranged person. 

Franklin. I think the man had a kind of fits, and 
when he fell down in one of these the evil spirit went 
out. 

Mr. Alcott. What caused the fits? 
(^No answer.) 
What causes derangement? 

George K. Wickedness. 

Martha. Being frightened sometimes causes de- 
rangement. 

Ellen. Great depression of spirits. 

Welles. Sometime? when people die, there is such 
a great sorrow. And sometimes to fall down and hurt 
the head makes people deranged. 

Mr. Alcott. These are all accidents, but what is 
the cause of being liable to derangement? — How can 
people derange themselves? 

Several. By gluttony and such things. 

Mr. Alcott. All the people were astonished, and 
asked how he obtained this power over evil spirits. Is 
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it Strange that Jesus should have such power over the 
appetites and j^ssions ? Do you think there is any- 
thing in you, which has this power (such as Jesus 
showed) of mastering the unclean spirits within the 
Soul? 

Several. Yes ; Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that 

9elf-DeniaI. . , , , 

you have such power over the unclean 
spirits within you ? 

(^None answered.) 
But if you have such power, why are not all the 
demons cast out or changed into angels, and all the 
unclean spirits made pure.^ 

Francis. We want to keep them. 

George K. They have been so long in the habit of 
being in us. 

Lemuel. Wc indulge them, or they would not keep 
coming. 

Mr. Alcott. Do they ever get enough of you? 

Lemuel. No ; never. • 

Mr. Alcott. Where is this power over the un- 
clean spirits seated — in what part of your nature? 

Franklin. In Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Well how is it to be brought out? 

Franklin. By always trying to conquer. 

Mr. Alcott. Well, now, in your own 
Seif-Mastory. ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ master your evil 

spirit? 

Franklin. By making a resolution first, then by 
trying. 

Mr. Alcott. Where does the trying begin? 

Franklin. In the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. By what faculty of the spirit-^ can 
any of you tell? 

Alfred. By the mind. 
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JosiAH. £vei*y thing must be set to work, the mind, 
and soul, and heart. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the heart? 

JosiAH. The Soul. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the soul.^ 

JosiAH. Why, all those words mean the same One, 
doing different things. 

Mr. Alcott. Does the heart work over feelings or 
thoughts? 

Franklin. The heart works oreir the feelings, the 
mind over the thoughts, the soul over all, and the body. 

Mr. Alcott. And the Spirit? 

Franklin. Is over all. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the feelings are not taken 
care of, but the thoughts are? 

Franklin. I don't see how there can be thoughts 
without feelings. 

Mr. Alcott. Does not all our nature work to- 
gether to elevate ? 

Lemuel. All, but the body. 

Mr. Alcott. Why not the body? 

Lemuel. Because that always goes downward to 
the earth out of which it came. 

Mr. Alcott. But let us attend to the last 
epu ion. words of the lesson — " And his fame 

spread abroad." 
Lemuel. He did such great things, it was known. 
Mr. Alcott. »Whatisfame? 
Ellen. It is report. 
Lucia. It is good report. 

Augustine. When a person has extraordinary facul- 
ties, it is spread abroad. 

^Mlf A. People's knowledge of you is your fame. 
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Mr. Alcott. Are any of you famous? Some of 
you may be famous gluttons, or famous sleepers, or 
famous fighters ; there is a bad fame as well as good. 
(^He pursued this a little farther,) 

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject 

Subject. « . , > ^T , 

ot conversation to day. ^^ Now don't speak 
of the outward facts, but find some one word that ex- 
presses the chief thought. 

Emma. Jesus' power over unclean spirits. 
Mr. Alcott. Take the subject even out of Jesus. 
Franklin. Supernatural power over unclean spirits. 
Lucia. The curing of appetites and passions. 
Lemuel. The power of Good over Bad. 
Martha. The power of the Spirit over appetite. - 

Mr. Alcott. How many think that if you 
ppicaion. ^Qu|(j use all your faculties aright, you 
might escape all unclean passions, all diseases of the 
mind or body f 

George K. I don't think I could of the body. 
Mr. Alcott. How could you escape or master? 
Lemuel. By having a mind to. 
Mr. Alcott. Or a heart rather.? 
Emma. By trying to. 
Welles By loving to. 
George K. By desiring to, having faith in. 
Mr. Alcott. How many think that after this they 
shall think of evil spirits — when they go to dinner — 
or by markets, or by candy shops? 

(Ellen betrayed uneasiness at this reflection on candy 
shops. A lady present said to her, aside — ^' y9U 
love the spirits dressed in candy, '^ — She smiled, 
— " And would say Let us alone, why art thou come 
to destroy us7 "-^ <SAe smiled consciously,) 
Mr. Alcott. And when you go to the vessel of 
pure water in the morning to wash yourself ? 
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Lemuel. Water is not pure, it has living creatures 
in it. 

Mr. Alcott. It seems pure however. What alone 
is pure ? 

Several. The Spirit. 
{Some added.) 
Of God. 

„. , Recorder. My sense of justice is wound- 
Theory of J J 

Domoniacai ed by thesc children going off with the idea 
that each individual demoniac or possessed 
person (which expressions, I think, are in these records 
precisely equivalent to a deranged person) is wicked. 

Mr. Alcott. Whatever was the fact with the 
individuals, who may have inherited their tendencies 
or diseases, and so be personally innocent, yet the 
remote cause was ever a violation of a physiological 
law. 

Recorder. But it was a practical err-or which is 
thought important enough to be opposed by the author 
of the book of Job, and our Saviour in the instance of 
the blind man, who had '' not sinned, neither his pa- 
rents," to ascribe the misfortunes of an individual to 
the sins he did not commit personally. 

Mr. Alcott. And like all popular errors, it had an 
Idea at the bottom, which is what we are to seek after 
in these conversations. 

Recorder. But surely Mark and Luke were not 
intending to teach the Idea in this narrative. They 
mefely used the language of the day, and in their uiiD<l8, 
as well as words, it was erroneous. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose that it be as you say. It 
is of small consequence to these children to appre- 
ciate Mark and Luke's degree of truth or error; but 
important to get the Ideas at the foundation of the cir- 
cumstances, good or evil, of human life. 
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Recorder. All this is perfectly true, if they only 
know tbe fact, that it is not Mark's or Luke's view that 
they are dwelling upon. To know that, would not in- 
terfere with their going beyond it. 

Mr. Alcott. But it is better for their minds to be 
possessed with the Ideas at first. And you see that they 
seem to apprehend these as if by a spiritual instinct. 
They can recur to Mark and Luke and the historical 
view hereafter. 
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CONVERSATION XL» 

SPIRITUAL INVI60RATI0N. 
HEALING. 



Healing of Peter'g Wife*g Mother, from the Baored Text. -^ Gratitade. — 
Healing Power of Faith. — Moral Influence. — Fanctiong of Spirit. — 
Efficacy of Faith. — Quickening Agency of Faith. — Miniatry of PaDiab- 
ment. — Example. — Appetites a'tid Padaions. — Evil Speaking. — Self- 
indulgence. — Illustration of- Self-Mastery. •— Lore and Sympathy. — S«b- 
ject. 

Mr. Alcott recalled the last coDversation, on the cast- 
ing out of the unclean spirit in thb synagogue at Caper- 
naum. He then read the 

klEALING OF PETKr's WIFE's MOTHER. 

Matt. Wii. 14 - 17 : iv. 94. Mark i. S9 - 34. Lukb it. 38-41. 

^ — - — — ' — ■ ■ ■ 

Vulgar iEra, 87. Julian Period, 4740. ■ 
Galilee. 



Luke iv. 38. a • •« ^^^ ^® arose out of the lynagogaek 

Mark i. Si9. Powers. ^^^ forthwith, 'when they were come out of 

« the synagogue, they entered into the boose 

of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 
Luke !▼. 38. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever, 

and 
Mark i 30. lay sick ; 

MatU viii. 14. And when Jesus was come into P^ter*i house, 
Mark i. 30. anon they tell him of her, 
Luke iv. 38k and they besought bin for hen 
Mark i. 31. And he came 

Luke iv. 39 and stood over her and rebuked the fevel, 
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Vulgar iEra, 37. Julian Period, 4740. 
CSalilee. 



Mark i. 31. and took her by the hand, and lifted her up ; and immadi- 

ately the fever left her ; 
Luke iv. 39. and immediately she arose and ministered unto them. 
Hark i. 33. And at even, when the sun did set, 

Ifuke iv. 40. was setting, all they that had any sick, 
Matt. iv. 24. with divers diseases, 
Mark i. 32. they bron^t unto him all that were diseased, and them that 

were possessed with devils : 
Mark i. 33. (and all the city was gathered together at the door :) 
Luke iv. 40. and he laid his hands on every one of them 
Mark i. 34. that were sick of divers diseases, 
Luke iv. 40. and healed them : 
Matt. viii. 16. and he cast out the spirits with. his word, and healed all that 

were sick : 
Matt. viii. 17. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 

prophet, saying, 

* Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses. 

Luke iv. 41. And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, 

Thnu art Christ, the Son of God. And he, rebuking (A«m, 
Mark i. 31. suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him, 
Luke iv. 41. that he was Christ. <- , 

^ 

He then asked them what they thought of it.^ 

George K. I was interested in the words 
ratitu e. „ ^^^ ^^^ ministered unto them." I sup- 

pose the reason was, because she was glad Jesus had 
cured her. 

Mr. Alcott. But did you think the reason why she 
ministered to them was because Jesus liad cured her — 
did she not always do so? 

George K. I suppose she would not have done it 
with so much joy, as now that he had cured her. 

Mr. Alcott. What principle was in this joy.? 

George K. Love. Faith. Thankfulness. 

* Isaiah liii. 4-19, 
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Mr. Alcott. Is there something else beside Love, 
Faith, Thankfulness, in her Joy? 

George K. Gratitude? 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; Gratitude. 

Recorder. What is the difference between thank- 
fulness and gratitude? 

Mr. Alcott. Thankfulness is less spiritual than 
gratitude. There is more Idea in gratitude. Is this 
all that you have to say about it, George? 

George K. I liked Jesus' lifting her up. 
of^Fuuli. °^" She had faith in Jesus, or he could not have 
lifted her up, and cured her. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think she arose easily? 

George K. Yes ; because her faith helped her. 

Lemuel. Her faith lifted her up more than Jesus' 
hand. 

Ellen. If she had not had faith, she would not have 
exerted herself to get up. 

Edward C. I think Jesus helped her up with his 
faith ; he put his fuich into her. 

Hales. It was Jesus' faith and her faith together* 

FrankIin. I thought she was sleeping when he went 
in, and just as Jesus touched her she was dreaming that 
something was going to be done to cure her, and so she 
rose. 

Lemuel. She ministered to them because, when 
Jesus touched her, some of his goodness wen tjout of him 
into her. 

Mr. Alcott. Can goodness be coramu- 

Moral Influence. • ^ i > r • ^l j s 

nicated in such a way m these days? 

Lemuel. No ; because no one has so much virtue 
as hff had. 

Mr. Alcott. Just as far as a person is like Jesus, 
does his goodness pass out of him into those about him. 
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L.BMUEL. Yes ; if they have faith, just so much. 

Mr. Alcott. Did any person's virtue ever pass into 
you? did you ever feel as if it did? 

Lemuel. No ; I never felt so. 

Several. I have felt as if it did into me. 

Mr. Alcott. Now those, who are not aware that 
they have ever felt any good influence pass into them 
from others, may hold up hands. 

{Several did.) 
Will either of you who have felt this influence tell any 
instance? 

£llen. I have felt it from the minister at meeting, 
when he looked round kindly, together with his words. 

Augustine and Franklin. 1 have felt it in ^kind, 
good looks. 

George K. I don't think Jesus put his faith into this 
woman, but I think before she was sick she saw him do 
Bome^niiiacles, and so she had faith in him, and believed 
he could heal her, and would. 

Mr. Alcott. Did her faith in him begin when she 
saw him do miracles? 

George K. She had faith in him as soon as she 
knew any thino^ about him. 

Mr. Alcott. In what part of her nature 

Fanctioiis ^^g j^ig paJih ? 

ot cpirit. 

George K. In the Spirit. 
Mr. Alcott. In what faculty of the B^^ivii does it 

act? 

George K. In all the faculties. 

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty in particular ^ 

George K. In Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes y and when faith acis in the mind^ 
in what faculty does it appear? 

JosiAH. In the Imagination. 

Mr. Alooty* The Imagination has something to de» 
with it.. 

15» 
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Lemuel. Id th^ Reason. 

IVIr. Alcott. Yes; and when Faith acts in yoar 
feelings, making you cling to your conscience, what is 
it called? 

George K. Love. 

Mr. Alcott. Does Faith ever go ilown into your 
appetites, and roake you healthy and well? 

Franklin. Sometimes. 

Mr. Alcott. And what do you call it then? 

Franklin. Temperance. 

Mr. Alcott. Temperance isijthe effect. But think, 
here is a raging fever ; the blood is hot and movei 
quickly. 

.(He described a fever,} 

Now what stops all this disease, checks 
p£thf^ **^ this rapid pulse, cools this heat? 
HcLER Faith. 

George K. The Supernatural. 

Andrew. The person's faith that has the fever. 

Franklin. Jesus* own faith acting with the person's. 

Nathan. Because she had not faith enough, Jesus 
gave her some of his. 

Me. Alcott. Who of you think that faith is always 
necessary to cure diseases? 

Augustine. I know that among father's patients, 
when all the physicians think they are going to die, and 
they think so themselves, they sometimes get well. 

Mr. Alcott. How do you think they were cured? 

Lemuel. God thought it was best. 

Mr. Alcott. What did God giv^ them to make 
them well? 

George K. He gave them spirit. 

Franklin. There is faith in spirit. I cannot coa- 
ceive of any body's getting well without some faith. 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have been aick 
enough to have a physician ? 
(Jtfany.) 
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How many waDted a physician should be sent for? 

{The same.) 
How many believed the physician would cure them? 
{Several.) 

Hales. I did not think the Doctor could cure me, 
and yet he did. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose that when the Doctor came 
you felt a confidence that he could cure you, and you 
should get well, do you think you should be cured any 
more certainly, than if you doubted? 

{Some thought they. should certainly be cured more 
quickly 4f they had faith. Others hesitated, hut 
finally agreed it might help.) 

AuGusTiKE. I have no opinion about it. I know my 
mother was sick, and thought she should die herself, 
and every body else thought so, and yet she did get well. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think the Doctor could cure 
as quickly, if he thought his patient was going to die, as 
if he thought he would get well? 

Augustine. Yes, just as quick. - 

Mr. Alcott. Then faith has nothing to do with 
curing bodies? 

Augustine. No ; it only cures spirits. 

Mr. Alcott. Will a lirtle boy get well just as quick, 
if he says to himself. Now I never shall get well? 

Augustine. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Will a little boy get a lesson just as 
quick, if he says, I shall never get it? 

Augustine. No ; that is very different. 

Lemuel. Augustine said faith cures the Spirit ; and 
if it does, then it must cure the body too, because body 
is joined to spirit so closely. 

Augustine. But people without any faith do get well 
of being sick. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you not kaow that physicians 
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sometimes endeavour to make sick people think they 
are going to get well? Why do they? 

ArcusTiNc. Because they do not want the sick per- 
son to give up. 

Mr. Alcott. To give up! What must he not give 
up — his faith and hope of getting well? You see physi- 
cians recognise our principle. 

Andrew. I think when Jesus lifted her 
auickenin* up, he lifted up her faith which was asleep. 

Agency of Faith. ^^ Alcott. Where does faith go to 

sleep? 

Andrew. In the head. 

Mr. Alcott. What wakes up the sleeping faith? 

Andrew. Encouragement. 

Mr. Alcott. If any one wishes to wake up the 
sleeping faith of a little boy, what must he do? 

Andrew. Tell the boy he will succeed if he tries. 

Mr. Alcott. How must he look? 

Andrew. He mus^ not look cross. 

Mr. Alcott. Love, then, is one of the 
PuQishment. encouragements. But suppose you have 
been so kind to a little boy that he begins to 
abuse the kindness, and he grows impatient with all his 
wants — what must be done? Must not a boy who is 
sluggish and dull in his faith and actions be punished to 
wake htm up, and make him believe in some inward 
power? What do you think? How many of you have 
had your faith quickened by punishment? 

{Several held up their hands.) 
Who will tell an instance? 

George K. My faith was waked up to justice by my 
own injustice — on that day when you punished us, be- 
cause we thought the little boys ought not to have a 
longer recess than we did. 



1 
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Lemuel. Mr. Alcott, "the city gathered 
**™P «• round the door " because they thought Jesus 

was good, and would do something for them. 

Me. Alcott. Do good men gather bad men round 
them, often ? 

Lemttel. Yes ; because they think they shall get 
something from thenri. 

Mr. Alcott. Do bad men gather bad men round 
them — and for what? 
Franklin. Yes; because " like goes to like." 
Mil. Alcott. How many of you think virtue has 
gone out of you to make people better.? 

{None answered.) 
How many think you have made people worse — your 
parents, or your brothers and sisters, or people who 
waited on you — tried and injured their tempers — made 
them feel unkindly, &c. ? 

{JSimost all raised their hands.) 
Whom have vou made worse, Nathan ? 
Nathan. Almost every body. 
Mr. Alcott. Have I made you worse sometimes? 
(No, no.) 
Sometimes have not been quite loving enough — some* 
times have lost my patience — sometimes have hardened 
your good feelings, &c.? 

(He particularized further ; but all protested veke^ 
mently against it. ) 
Have I sometimes not been severe enough? 
(Several.) 
Susan. You have borne too much from me, 

Mr. Alcott. Why did they bring their 

AjPPetites and gj^j^ a j^^ gygn » ? 

Franklin. Because they were so bad they 
did not wish to be seen. 

Mr. Alcott. Now, why so farfetched? Give somo 
natural reason, close at hand. 
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Lccf A. Because tbey bad more leisure theD« 
Lemuel. Because they did not want the hot sun to 
be shining on the sick. 

Georke K. Because they had time to get ready. 

Mr. Alcott. Why Would not Jesus suffer 
..pea ing. ^^^^ j^ speak, do you think? 

Martha. Because they did not know what they 
were saying. 

Lemurl. Because tbey would say something wrong. 

Franklin. Because he was afraid they would make 
a great noise and talk bad language. 

Mr. Alcott. When there is a little child with his 
passion, his demon up — nhat is the best word to say, 
"Be quiet" — *'say nothing"? 

Lemuel. Yes.; .and parents do say so. 

Mr. Alcott. How many think that, when you are 
angry, your demon utters many very wrong words? 

{Many held up hands.) 
Can you tell any instance, when you felt very angry? — 
it seemed as if something was in yon, making you feel 
badly, and think naughtily, and speak unkindly. It 
seemed as if you were possessed. DitJ you ever have 
such feelings, such n demon ? 
{Many held up hands.) 
Have you a demon or an unclean spirit? 
JosiAH. Mine is laziness. 

Self-Indulgence, nr a t^ • i ^ 

Mr. Alcott. Does it get up early r — 
and wash its face in the morning? 

Josiah. No ; it does not want to. 

Mr. Alcott. It is an unclean spirit then — does it 
ever become angry? 

JosiAH. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and. then it becomes a dem on. 

Ellen. Impatience is a Vernon. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and almost every body is pos- ''^^' 
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Besseil fvith that demon more or lesa. If that demon 
could be cast out of the world, we should have almost a 
heaven on earth. Who have that demon ^ 

(Several.) 
Who are possessed with anger? 

(Several) 
What other demons are you possessed with? 

Several. Eating too muclu Mr. Alcott, what is 
your fault? 

Mr. Alcott. I think I am possessed with a spirit of 
indolence, sometimes. What faults do you think I 
have ? 

Susan. You bear with us too long. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you say so? I have been particu- 
larly severe with you. 

A little girl, this morning, did not rise in 
a very happy state of mmd, and she went 
out where her sister and a little boy were at play, 
and nothing pleased her that they wanted to do, and 
she could not think of any thing pleasant to do, and 
kept herself and them very unhappy ; till at last her 
father went and took her away, and led her up stairs, 
and put her to bed. Bye and bye he went to see how 
she was, and she said, very pleasantly, Father, I have 
sent all the naughties away ; and so he led her down, 
and she was very happy and good. 

Several. Her evil spirit was cast out. 

Mr. Alcott. Very likely she thought the "naugh- 
ties" were creatures ; and many Jewish people thought 
demons were creatures. I have an old picture in which 
Jesus is casting out spirits, and strange creatures seem 
to be flying out of people's mouths. 

( They all laughed. ) 
He cast out spirits <' with a word ; " — what? 

Augustine. Depart thou. 

Franklin. It means that he cast them out quickly. 
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Mr. Alcott. Tbnt it might be fulfilled, 
sunpathy. what was Said by Isaiah, " himself took our 
infirmities and bare our sicknesses.'- What 
does that mean ? 

Lucia. That he cured them. 

Mr. Alcott. When did Jesus do this.^ 

Martha. When he was crucified. ' 

Augustine. He was crucified for our sins. 

George K. I think he bore things for us when he 
was on earth, always ; for if he had not been on earth, 
we shpuld not have known so much about right and 
wrong, and have had more sufferings here, and required 
more punisihments. 

Mr. Alcott^ Who think he bore them only at the 
crucifixion f 

(Alfred and Others,) 
Who think he bore them alUhis life long.^ 

(Most of them held up hands,) 
Did he suffer most at his crucifixion, or in his toilsome 
life.? 

George K. He always suffered more at seeing peo- 
ple do wrong than he did in his body, even on the cross. 

Alfred. He suffered more in the garden than on 
the cross, I think. 

Franklin. He suffered to see the wickedness of the 
crucifiers. 

Mr. Alcott. How many think he was patient with 
the sins pf others? 

(JLIL) 
Are you patient with the faults of others, with your 
brothers and sisters, with persons who are pre-occupied 
with care, and cannot attend to you, with boys you meet 
who have not been taught how to believe, &c. .? 

(They did not respond,) - 
Are you patient when people are sick, and give up 
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play and noise that disturbs them ; or when they are 
tired and wish for quiet? 

{None thought they were,) 

Mr. Alcott. What has been our subject 
Subject. to-day? 

George. K. Supernatural power of Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. Take it out of Jesus. 

Lemuel. How faith cures the body and spirit. 

Augustine. How faith cures bad habits. 

Several. The power of faith over the body. 

EllEn; Faith does not always cure the body. 

Mr. Alcott. Jesus said, *' he that believeth in me 
shall never die." The Body does nothing of itself; it 
is but the garb of the Spirit, and without it, a corrupting 
corpse. Faith liAs the Soul from the grave of the 
Body, and perpetuates it in Immortality. 
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CONVERSATION XLI 

MINISTRATION OP SPIftlT. 
PHILANTHROPY. 



Itinerant Ministry of Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Prayer. — Practice and 
Forms of Prayer. — Miracles, Spiritual and Material. — Philanthropy. — 
Philanthropists. — Idea of the Kingdom of God. — Divine and Human Na- 
ture. — Idea of the Gospel. — Theory of Healing. — I<unacy. — Subject. — 
Remarks. 

Mr. Alcott. When we last talked about Jesus, he 
had just come out of the synagogue of Galilee, where 
he had cast out an unclean spirit ; and had gone into 
Peter's house, and healed his wife's mother. We shall 
now read the 

MINISTRY OF JESUS. 

Makk i. 35-38. Lukb iv. 4S, 43. Matt. ir. 23-95. 

Vulgar iEra, 97. Julian Period, 4740. 
Galilee. 

Mark i. 35. ^^^j j^ ^^le morning, rising up a great while 

Sentiment of.- , . "' ^jj_*j-. 

Humanity. before day, be went out, and departed into 

a solitary place, and there prayed. 

Hark i. 36. And Simon, and they that were with him, followed after 

him.- 
Mark i. 37. And when they had found him, they said onto him. All 

men seek for thee. 
Mark i. 38. And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, 

that I may preach there also : for therefore came I forth. 
Lttke iv. 4^. And the people sought him, and came unto him, and 

stayed him, that he should not depart from them. 
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Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740 
Galilee. 



Loke iv. 43. And he gatd unto them, I must preach the kingdom of 

God to other cities also ; for therefore am I gent. 

Matt. iv. 23. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna- 
gogues, and preachim the gospel of the kingdom, and heal- 
ing all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease amoBf 
the people. 

Matt. iv. 24. And his fame went throughout all Syria, and they brooght 
unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases 
and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, 
and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy ; 
and he hckled them. 

Matt iv. 25. And there followed him great multitudes of people from 

Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from 
Judsa, and from beyond Jordan. 

He did so, and asked the usual question. 

Susan. They must have felt a great deal 
«y"' Q^ interest in him to have gone so far. 

Hal.es. They followed Jesus to hear him preach, 
and be made better. . 

William C. They were interested by seeing him 
cure people, both from curiosity and to be made better. 

Lemuel. I was interested in his going into a solitary 
place to think and pray. 

Several. So was I. 

Mr. Alcott. Why do we wish to be alone when 
we pray ? 

Lemuel. Because we do not wish every body to be 
talking about it, as if we were proud of it. 

Mr. Alcott. Why do we have that feeling.^ 

Lemuel. I don't know. 

AupusTiNE. Jesus went away alone to pray, because 
he was so tlironged in the city, that he had no place for it. 

Andrew. He wanted to see Nature. 

Mr. Alcott, Has Nature any influence upon prayer f 
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Andrew. Yes ; the works of God are more spiritual 
than brick houses. 

Mr. Alcott. Do the works of God ever make you 
want to pray? 

Andrew. Sometimes ; for there is life in all the 
works of Nature. 

Mr. A1.COTT. And the morning seems an 

Po*m'of Prayer. ^PP^'^P"*^® ^^"*** ^*^ ^^^ ^^^^ kuoW of 

any person, who went out in the morning 
and saw the sub rise, and was led to adore the Sun- 
maker, and to pray that light might come into his mind, 
over his thoughts, just as the sun's light was spreading 
over things, fresh with the dews of night. ^ I knew 
of a boy once, who lived in a small farm house, under 
the brow of a hill covered with trees, and beautiful 
retired coves and solitudes ; and he used to rise early 
in th^ morning, and go out and choose one of these 
beautiful places, when the dew was on the ground 
and the trees, and the birds were singing, and the sun 
was glittering ; and there he would say his prayers; 
and he found it was easy to be good and kind all day, 
when he practised this. I knew this boy very inti- 
mately. Have you any thing about your devotional 
habits of this kind? do you hav« any aid from Nature? 
It is a misfortune to live in a city on this account, per- 
haps. You cannot have Nature's aids to devotion. 
But you may tell me, if you please, any thing about 
your habits of devotion, at morning and evening. 

Augustine. I do not have prayers in the morning, 
but at night. 

Several. So it is* with me. 

Mr. Alcott. Are there any who have no prayers, 
morning or evening? 

{Notc^ne.) 
Now, those who have a form of prayer, and always 
■ay some particular one^ mav hold up hands. 
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{Alfred and others did.) 
Now, those who are in the habit of making their own 
prayers. 

JosiAH. I say the Lord's Prayer always, but gener- 
ally add something of my own. 
(Several held up hands.) 

Franvlin. I do not say any prayer in words, but in 
my mind. 

Mr. Alcott. In what place do you generally pray? 

Fraitelin. I pray going along to school in the 
morning, wiicn I am walking. 

JosiAH. I pray in my chamber, at. my bed-side. 
(Almost all held up hands.) 

Mr. Alcott. Who say their prayers to their 
mothers f 

(Almost all the little boys.) 
I hope none sjay words which they do not entirely un- 
derstand. 

Emma. I pray in my chamber at morning and even- 
ing ; and besides my father has a prayer in the parlor 
before breakfast. 

Mr. Alcott. You have family prayer, 
(Several held up hands.) 
Do you ever pray in this school room ? Perhaps I shall 
have prayers in words here some tiriie. When I feel 
sure that you are all in earnest about prayer, I shall. 
But I would not have it a form merely. 

Franklin. Jesus went away alone to pray, because 
he did not like to appear like the Pharisees. 

Helen.* I was' interested in the words, 
MiraciRs " AH men seek for thee." I thought they 

3JierUi ***** sought him because they wanted to be 

cured. 

* A new scholar.. 
14* 
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* 

Lucia. Because they wanted to hear him talk aud be 
made better. ^ 

Framklin. They had faith in him, that he could cure 
them and their friends of bodily and spiritual di^ea^se. 

JoHM D. Because he waa bo good they believed he 
would cure them. 

Lbmusl. They wanted to hear him preach and see 
him do miracles. 

Mr. Alcott. Which is greater, an eye-miracle or a 
conscience-miracle } 

Lrmuel. a conscience-miracle. 

Mr. Alcott. Tell me a miracle of each kind. 

Lemuel. The crucifixion was a conscience-miracle. 
An eye-miracle was to turn watef into wine, or raise 
Lazarus. 

Emma, Casting out an unclean spirit was a con- 
science-miracle. 

Framklin. I don^t think any eye-miracles were ever 
done by Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. You mean there were none entirely of 
the eye, as jugglers^* tricks are. 

(He made some remarks here that I could not eateh 
in season to record,) 

Lemuel. I was interested in his going 
iropy. .^^^ ^jj^ ^^^^ towns ; he did not mean to be 

partial. 

Mr. Alcott. What is that feeling named, which 
leads us to spread ourselves out to ^io good.^ 

Lemuel. Charity. 

Ahdrew. Kindness. 

Mr. Alcott. What does kindness mean.^ You 
know kind means nature ; you are of the same kind as 
Lemuel ; and what kind is that? 

Andrew. Human kind. 

Mr. Alcott. And to act kindly would be to act 
humanly — kindness is humanity. 
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John D. Generosity. 

Lucia. Benevolence. 

Mr. Alcott. There is another word for love of 
man — Philanthropy. Name some philanthropists. 
Augustine. Soc^rates. 
Francis. John — Peter. 

Augustine. My mother. 

Jqbn D. God. 

Lemuel. God is the one who gives philanthropy. 

Augustine. Don't the word mean something about 
brother? 

Mr. Alcott. It means lover o^ man, from two 
Greek words. There is brotherly feeling in it. 

Franklin. Quakers are philanthropists. 

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus say he caine forth 
for? 

Emma. To teach of his Father. 

Mr. Alcott. What? 

Emma. All that is written in the New Testament. 

Augustine. It was not written then. 

Franrlin. He came to teach people to be humane, 
by being a philanthropist himself. 

Emma. By knowing and doing the right. 

Lucia. By saying ^nd acting the truth. 

Mr. Alcott. How many ways are there of showing 
forth truth? 

Franklin. By thinking and writing it. 

Augustine. By feeling it. 

Emma. And knowing it. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; you must think, feel, and know 
it, before you can say, do, or write it. Which is the 
best way, to say, do, or write it? 

JosiAH and Others. To do it. 

Lemuel. And tell others how to do it. 

A1.FRED. I was interested in the multitudes. 
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John D. I was interested, in bis going to the next 
towns to preach. I thought he meant to go to Naz- 
areth. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did the people " stay hhn ".^ 
Lucia. So as to be taught, and that be might heal 
their sick. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the " kingdom of 

Idea of the God ? " 

Kin^gdomof Le^muel. It mcans every thing that is 
good. 

Frank. AH good things. 

Franklin. Humanity ; be preached it. 

Mr. Alcott. Is humanity — feeling and doing for 
our kind — the kingdom of God ? 

Franklin. Yes ; and feeling for brutes too. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there -any other object for sacred 
feeling but persons and brutes? 

Andrew. Nature. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there a feeling which sometimes 
checks you in plucking and trampling flowers, in cutting 
trees, in destroying any beautiful things ? or is it huAiane 
to destroy ? But what else is there that makes up the 
kingdom of God, beside this sentiment of humanity.^ 

Emma. A feeling for God. 

Augustine. And for Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the feeling for God called.^ 

Lemuel. Conscience. 

Emma. Love and obedience to God. 

Mr. Alcott. What is one word for love and obedi- 
ence to God ? 

Andrew. Hospitality. 

Mr. Alcott. That is towards oiir fellow men. 

Franklin. Misanthropy. 

Mr. Alcott. That is hatred of men. 

Augustine. Devotional spirit. 
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- Mr. Alcott. That approaches the subject ; but did 
any of you ever hear the word Piety? 
(All held up hands,) 
Franklin. I was ^oing to say Christianity. 
Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the word Religion? 
(All held up hands.) 

What is the nature of Man called ? 
Divine and GcoKGE K. Humanity. 
Human Nature. ^^ Alcott. What is the nature of God 

called ? 

George K. Divinity. 

Mr. Alcott. Who think there is divinity in hu- 
manity — something divine in man? 

(Some held up hands.) 
Where about in man? 

Augustine. In the Spiritual Faculty. 

Andrew. But we don't always use it. 

Lemuel and Lucia. In Conscience. 

Nathan. In the Spirit. 

Lemuel. The Spirit is God — not all of God — a 
part. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever felt the divine striving 
within you? 

(Several held up hands.) 
Are. you willing to tell the instances? 

Frank A. I cannot remember an instance. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose people seem to have lost it, 
and some one desires to wake it up ; what is that desire 
called ? 

Augustine. Humanity. 

Mr. Alcott. Could any one wake up the divinity 
in man who did not believe it was there .^ What was 
the Gospel of the kingdom? 

Lemuel. Goodness. 

Augustine, Divinity. 
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Mr. Alcott. What does the word Gospel 

Emma. The word of God. 
Mr. Alcott. It means good news — glad tidings. 

. ^ • / 

How do you think Jesus healed all rnanner 
Theory of of sickncss and dJseasc? 

Healiag. 

JosiAH, {stammering;.) He had faith in 
God, that God could cune them. 
( The boys laughed. ) 

Mr.' Alcott. Would Jesus cure Josiah's infirmity 
if he were here? 

All. Yes. 

{Josiah smiled.) 

Mr. Alcott. Would he laugh at him? 

All, {ashamed.) No ; and we did not laugh at 
him ! ' 

AuGusTp'E. Jesus had faith in God, which made him 
have fiiith in his own Spirit ; so tliat he knew how to 
use it, to cure bodies and spirits that were diseased. 

Mr. Alcott. What does faith take hold of? 
{No answer.) 
Does it not take hold of the divinity — the divine in 
one's own spirit, in the spirits of other men, and in the 
Spirit of God? 

All. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that one who had faith in 
God, himself, and men, could cure diseases. 

Andrew. Because faith is stronger than the body, 
find the body feeds on the spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the body made of ? 

One. Flesh. 

Mr. Alcott. What is flesh made of? 

Several. Blood. 

Mr. Alcott. What makes blood? 

^jfPREw. Spirit, 
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Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person who is sick believes 
in the divinity within himself, and the divinity which is 
diffused through other men, and nature, and in God — 
and is allowed to breathe the fi'esh air, and -thinks and 
feels about spiritual things, and never loses faith an 
instant ? 

Several. He would he cured. 

Andrew. God's Spirit is in the air ; and his body 
feeds on S^jir t, and he must t^eathe in the air or he 
will die. 

Mr. Alcott. What does lunatic mean ? 
anacy. Franklin. A deranged person. 

Mr. AlcOtt. What does I/vna mean? 

Several. The moon. 

Mr. Alcott. It used to be thought that the moon 
was the cause of derangement. It is still thought that 
there are seasons which operate on the deranged, aad 
indeed on all persons. Do you feel equally bright and 
thoughtful all the year round? 

Emma. I think more of my body in winter. 

Franklin. I am lazier in winter. 

Several. I feel lazy in summer. 

Mr. Alcott. I feel the influence of the seasons and 
find I do best by yielding to this influence. 

Augustine. I am not so good-natured in Spring. 

Mr. Alcott. Now tell me what has been 
u ject. ^^^ subject to-day. I have led you to-day 

a good deal — that is, I have suggested to you things to 
to say, by my questions, and said more than usual my- 
self. Now take the subject away from Jesus and all 
persons, and tell me what it has been. 
Emma. The Deity. 
Franklin. Piety and Humanity. 
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Augustine. Demotion. 

Akd«ew. R^igion, DiTinity, and Humanity. 

Lucia. Divinity. 

Lemuel. How faith cures the body. 

JosiAH. The influence of Nature over Prayer. 

Mr. Aixott. We have spoken of how the sense of 
the divine exalts man, interprets and overpowers Na- 
ture. Hare you been interested in the Conversation? 
( They all signified that they had,) 

Recorder. You ]ef\ the subject of curing 
disease too much without qualification, I 
think. 

Mr. Alcott. Perhaps so ; but it was qualified in 
the last Conversation. It is the tendency of faith to lift 
up and restore the bo<ly from disease ; (and this truth is 
practised upon by physicians ;) though after a certain 
physiological point of decay, it is not done, as restora- 
tion is impossible. 

Recorder. Was it good advice to sanction, by your 
example, the 'yielding to the influences of the season, 
passively? 

Mr. Alcott. I did not mean to say that I yielded to 
the depressing, but to the renovating influences of the 
seasons. The transitions of Nature, and especially of 
the seasons, are, I Conceive, intended to work out their 
influence on the Soul of man ; and we should yield to 
them for this end. • They quicken, diversify, renovate, 
and strengthen the Soul. ' 



I 



CONVERSATION XL II 



SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION. 



FAITH. 



Review. — The Cleansing^of the Leper, from the Sacred Text. — EAcaey of 
Faith. — Idea of Compassion. — Illustrations. — Miaapprehensioft of Ho> 
liness. — Spiritual Influence. — Human Electricity. — Instances. — TkfWry 
and Cause of Leprosy. — • Homage. — Emblem of Humility. — Subject. 

Mr. Alcott. What did we talk of last? 
John D. About Jesus going into the soli- 
tary place to pray — and then goin^ into other towns to 
preach. 

Mr. Alcott. In what place imis he.^ 

JosiAH. In a town near the lake, I don't remember 
the names. 

Mr. Alcott. In Capernaum. He went all about 
Galilee, preaching in synagogues ; and it is not known 
in which place the leper, that I am now going to read 
about, came to him. . / 

He read 

THE CLEAXSING OF THE UEPUB,. 
^Iatt viii. 3-4. Mark i. 40-45. Lum V. 12-16. 



Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740. 
Galilee. 



Luke V. 12. - j^„j ,j came to pass, when he was in a certain 

Compassion. , ^ ,. 

city, beoold, 

Mark i.40. there came a lop^er to him 
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Vulgar 2Bra, 37. Julian Period, 4740. 
Galilee. 



Luke ▼. 13. 
Mark i. 40. 
Luke V. 13. 
Matt. viii. 3. 
Luke ▼. 13. 
Matk i. 40. 
Matt. viii. 3. 
Mark i. 41. 

Mark i. 43. 

Matt. viii. 4. 
Mark i. 44. 



Mark i. 43. 
Mark i. 45. 
Luke V. 15. 

Mark i. 45. 

Luke V. 16. 
Mark i. 45. 



aUlftn full of leprosy, who seeing Jesus, 

and kneeling down to him, beseeehing him, 

fell on his face 

and worshipped hipn, 

and besoughi him, 

q,nd saying unto him, 

Lord, if thou wilt, thoo canst make me clean. 

And Jesus, moved witb compassion, put forth bis hand, 
and touched him, and nAhh unto him, i will ; be thou clean. 

And as soon as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, and he was cleansed. 

And Jesus saith unto him. 
See thou say nothing unto any man, but go thy way, show 
thyself to the priest, and offer, for thy cleansing, those 
things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

And he straightway charged him, and forthwith sent him 
awAy. 

But he went out and began to publish it much, and to 
b)aze abroad the matter,- 

But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him, 
and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be 
healed by him of their infirmities, 

insomuch thftt Jesus could no more openly enter into the 
city, but was without in desert places : 
and he withdrew himself into the wilderness and prayed j 
and they came to him from every quarter. 



Mr. Alcott. Now, what have thpse words waked 
up in your minds? what picture, feeling, thought, prin^ 
ciple ? 

Lucia. I liked the leper's coining and 
Faithf^^^ kneeling and saying that Jesus could make 
him clean. I liked his faith. 
Mr. Alcott. And what always comes of faith? 
Good or bad? and what in particular? 
Lucia. Good, but I do not knuw what in particular. 
Franklin. I think his praying helped the cure, for 
it was a prayer of faith. And I liked Jesus for having 
compassion. 
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Mr. Alcott. Did Je»as have faith? 

Fbanklin. Yes ; and^he leper had faith ; and their 
faiths joined in the Spirit. Whenever Jesus cured he 
prayed, i think. 

Mr. Alcott. Faith. is r prayerful sentiment; and 
there can be no prayer vsrithout faith. Bat what bad the 
compassion to do with the cure? 

George K. The sores excited his com- 
Com^ssion. passioA ; SO he wanted to cure them. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the meaning of the 
word compassion? 

Martha. The passion that helps another. 
FRAiiRLif^. Passion is a desire foir ourselves ; and 
compassion is a desire for others. 

JosiAH. We say Jesus' sufferings were his passion — 
his compassion — 

{He stopped, stammering.) 
Mr. Alcott. And compassion is suffering for 
others? Let us analyze compassion now, and see 
what it had to do with the cure. What is there in 
compassion? 

Franklin. Love, Faith, Charity, Humanity. I 
think Jesus looked mild, and beautiful, and innocent, 
when he touched the leper.^ 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever feel compassion ? 

Ellen. Yes ; when I went home yester- 

IlIoBtrationB. j /• lit ■ u ^• 

day from school, I saw a man hurting a 
boy ; and I thought that he hurt him too much when I 
saw him cry ; I felt there was something wrong in it. 

George K. Last week, when it was so cold, I saw 
the birds flying, and felt compassion that they were so 
disappointed and cold ; and could not get any thing to 
eat. 

Andrew. Once I saw some children tying a string to 
a very small puppy — too small ; and it tormented him. 
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Lemuel. I saw a man, yesterday, whip his horse, 
and felt pity for the horse, and felt that the man was 
cruel. 

(Franklin also told a story of a horse.) 

Andrew. I saw a little boy, yesterday, without any 
fingers, and felt pity. 

George B. He was born so. 

W. Augustus. I saw a dog harnessed into a little 
cart, and .made to drag something too heavy, and 
whipped. 

£ll£N. I saw, too, in a paper, a story of a negro's 
being burnt alive. He was bad ; but I thought his pun- 
ishment was too great. 

Mr. Alcott. Do yon like to feel compassion ? 

All. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Is compassion a common sentiment? 

All. Not common enough. 

Mr. Alcott. What would the world be if there 
were enough compassion.^ 

Ellen. There would be nothing to pity. 

Mr. Alcott. I read the other day of a child found 
in Charles street — a baby Who was left there on pur- 
pose — all alone in the world, without any friends to 
take care of it ; and it was heard to cry in the night; 
and at last somebody went and took it in ; and as it had 
no friends, it was sent to South Boston. I felt compas- 
sioji for that poor little baby. Are there any of you 
who never felt compassion? Such may rise. 

.{Nathan, William C, and Josiah rose.) 
Well! you seem to be deficient in sensibility — all of 
you ; you need jo feel more. 

Nathan. I never felt compassion. 

JosiAH. Nor I ; I never saw or heard of any suffering 
that made me feel compassionate. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you feel nothing about the baby 
that I just spoke of ? 
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JosiAH. Oh yes ; but I never read or heard of any 
thiog before that made me feel compassion. 

John D. I was interested in Jesus' not 
«on*5?iToHneM. Wishing the leper, to say any thing about 
his cure ; for he was afraid it would bring 
a great crowd round him. 

Lemu£I<. I think it was because he did not wish to 
appear proud. 

Franklin. He wanted to be retired, so as to pray ; 
and he did not want to seem vain. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he wish to go alone to 
pray? 

Cllen. He was so good he loved to pray. 

Mr. Alcott. But why did he wish to be alone? 
why does any person? 

Ellen. One can open their hearts more when 
alone. 

Susan. And do not think of other things. 

George K. He did not want a crowd round him 
all the time, wanting to be healed ; he wanted to do 
other things beside healing; and they would have 
bothered him. 

^ Ma- Alcott. Do you think he did not want the 
trouble of healing? 

George K. Yes ; he did not want to do nothing but 
healing. 

Martha. I think he did not want the Rulers to lay 
hold of him. 

Mr. Alcott. Was there fear of the Rulers? 

Martha. No ; but the time for them to take him 
was not yet come. 

Franklin. I think he was willing to heal ; but there 
were other things to do; he wanted some time to 
talk with his disciples, and some time to be alone to 

15* 
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pray. Besides, if he did nothing but heal, they might 
not think at all. They would not believe on him in the 
right way, even after they had been healed, unless he 
had time to talk, and would misunderstand. 

Mr. Alcott. People are liable to misunderstand 
what addresses the eyes, are they not? And can you 
tell of any persons now-a-days, whose actions are mis- 
understood, because they cannot be understood without 
thought and purity? 

Frakklin. Yes, Mr. Alcott ; you have been. Your 
being punished in school has not been understood. 
People have thought it was something different, and 
that it did not do any good, and have misrepresented it. 
They could not understand it. , 

Susan. And your allegory of the "Wheel of Duty " 
has been misunderstood. 

Another. Sometimes ministers are misunderstood. 

Franklin. A great many things, which you do, 
would be misunderstood if they were not explained. 

Mr. Alcott; And you think, that if you were to 
speak to others not acquainted with the school about 
the " Wheel of Duty," and about my being punished 
for you sometimes, it would be misunderstood? 

' (All laughed, and said yes.) 
Sometimes a new scholar misunderstands, and it is easy 
for him to misstate things. — And you think that Jesus 
did things hard to be understood without explanation? 
and that he preferred the lepers and others should not 
speak of these miracles, because they would not present 
them so that they might teach any thing, as he intended 
they should, but feared that he should be surrounded 
with idle people, curious to see wonderful things with 
their eyes? 

{They responded yes.) 
And, generaHy, we must be careful how we state things 
that are litible to be misunderstood* 
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Emma. Jesus could have cured the leper 
inflaence. without touching him. He touched him 

for th€ sake of the people. 

Mr. Alcott. Was the touching emblematic.^ 

£mma. He really touched him ; but it >vas not ne- 
cessary to the cure. 

Franklin. Perhaps the touch had something to do 
with the cure. 

Mr. Alcott. Who think the touch was necessary 
to the cure? 

(Not one.) 
Have you any explanation of the touch .^ Why did 
Jesus touch him.^ 

(None.) 
If a person has a great deal of good in him, how is that 
good to act on others.^ 

£mma. Bv actions. 

Mr. Alcott, What does it pass through in order to 
get out? 

One. Through the body. 

Franklin. Through the hands, and the tongue. 

Mr. Alcott. Every part of the body becomes the 
spirit-shower. 

Ellen. The body is the spirit's window. 

Mr. Alcott. That emblem is too artificial. 

Ellen. Jesus calls the body a temple. 

Mr. Alcott. That will do ; the temple is conse- 
crated to worship ; and man should worship in his Body 
as well as in his Spirit. Has the Body any thing to do 
with curing? 

Several. It is the Spirit that cures. 

Mr. Alcott. What touches? 

Franklin. Prayer. 

Mr. Alcott. There is a man now in this 

Bi"euM.y. «ity, Who thinks that if a person is tern- 

perate and pure in bis body, so that bis 
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spirit can flow over every part of {lis body without 
being obstructed any where i who has faith in Spirit ; 
is in the habit of praying earnestly^ and has great 
compassion for some other person who is sick, that 
his spirit can be made to flow out through his fin- 
gers, and make the sick person well. He not only 
thinks it can be done, but that he has done it him- 
self. And he tells a great many facts, as he thinks, to 
prove it. And some learned men think so too. But 
the person who is to be cured must either believe, 
or know nothing about it. If they know about it and 
disbelieve, that interrupts the cure. Why have I told 
you this? 

Susan. To illustrate Jesus' touching the leper. 

Martha. To show what faith can do. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that what I have said 
is possible ? 

{Martha, *Sndrew, Lemuel,) 

JosiAH. Has that man cured any one ? 

Mr. Alcott. He told me there was a lady 
natancea. iiere who was Very sick, so feeble that her 

spirit seemed to have gone from the surface of her body 
inward, and would not come out, and she lay as if in 
a trance, and he came and moved his fingers over her 
downwards, hardly touching her, and praying in his 
mind very earnestly t- B.nd bye and bye she spoke and 
said '* Qh how delightful," and he cured this lady as he 
thinks. 

A Gentleman.* He told me of another case. A 
lady had a very great irritability. She was very sick, 
and her nerves were in such a state that nothing could 
put her to sleep. She suflered greatly, and no medi- 
cine did her any good. And her husband called 
on him and he went. The first time it took him an 

* Rev. Mr. May, accidentally present. 
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hour to put her to sleep, but every time he went he 
could do it in a shorter time, and at last he relieved her 
entirely. 

Mb. Alcott. These are the facts which this person 
states and believes. We do not say whether they arc 
true or not ; but some learned men believe in them, and 
it seems that in Jesus' time it was thought that dis- 
eases could be healed by a touch. 

Theor and ^^* ^® retum, what is leprosy? 
Caaseof SEVERAL. Sores. Being whitc all ovcr. 

Franklin. Was leprosy caused by im- 
purity? 

Mr. Alcott. What do you think? 

John D. I think their minds were impure. 

Hales. They eat what was not fit to eat. 

Franklin. Perhaps they did not keep themselves 
clean. 

Martha. It must be something in the mind that 
causes leprosy. You know in the Old Testament, that 
Naaman's servant had the leprosy for telling a lie. 

Mr. Alcott. How could telling a lie produce lep- 
rosy ? 

Martha. It would hurt the Spirit, so that it could 
not work well in the body. 

£mma. Does not the impurity of the atmosphere 
produce leprosy? 

Mr. Alcott. And may not the feelings or habits of 
men affect the atmosphere? 

(They laughed.) 
I heard a gentleman say the other day that men made 
the weather, &nd he said it seriously. 

Several: That must have been Mr. Graeter. 

Mr. Alcott. In the time of Moses and of Jesus it 
seems to have been thought that the leprosy was pro- 
duced by wrong doing, (not always in the leper, but in 
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some of his ancestorB, for it was hereditary) and lep- 
ers lived apart. It was necessary, for the safety of 
Others, that they should do so, and the leprosy was 
deemed a punishment ; and as leprosy was produced 
by wrong doing, that it might be transmitted to inno- 
cent children who were bora to sqffer with it. Shoyld 
you not think that the sight of those solitary leper 
houses, those wretched leper villages, which no well 
person could approach, would have perpetually warned 
people from a wrong doing, that might bring such 
misery on themselves and others ? In the southern 
states I have seen people called clay-eaters whose faces 
resemble clay. 

Why did the leper kneel? 
omage. LemueI. Because he thought Jesus was 

80 much better than himself. * 

Emma. Because he felt humility. 
Mr. Alcott. Is it right to kneel before others 
when you feel very deeply, that they are better thaa 
you are? 

{A few — the rest dissented,) 
Andrew. We should only worship God. 
Mr< A(.cott. But when a man is full of the God- 
like 

JosiAH. As Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Alcott. How many would kneel to Jesus 
Christ if he were here? 
(Almost all.) 
Recorper. Why did Jesus check, the young man 
who knelt and called him good? 

Mr. Alcott. Because he saw that he was 
Humiiky. insincere. And it is true tliat God alone 

is Absolutely Good. The young marj did 
not apprehend the Spiritual Significance of the em- 
blem. 
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Recorder. To kneel to a man I should think would 
always involve nore falsehood than truth. We have 
too much se.vility, are too liable to it, to trust such 
emblems. 

Mr. Alcott. I am simply getting their impressions. 
Some ]»erents are in the habit of having their children 
kneel to them, and ask theiv forgiveness, when they 
haive don^ wrong. What do you think of that.^ 

Some. It is of no use. 

Some. It is not necessary. 

Some. It is wrong. 

Franklin. There can be no harm in it. 

Mr. Alcott. But why should you be unwilling to 

prostrate yourselves, if you feel humble ? 

{No OTiswer,) 
How many would be willing to kneel to their parents.^ 

{Some.) 

How many would not? 

(Some.y 

How many could not feel that they did right, unless they 

knelt .? V 

JosiAH. It would not be right to kneel. 

Mr. Alcott. Are you too proud to kneel? 

Nathan. I think I am. 

Mr. Alcott. Who think it would be pride that 

would keep you from kneeling? 

{One,) 

Now will you tell me what has been the 
" ^®*^*' subject of conversation. Say nothing 

about Jesus, or the leper, or even the leprosy — take it 
out of all these. 

LuGiA. Faith acting on the body. 
Lemuel. Power of spirit over the body. 
Andrew. Faith and compassion acting on the body; 
George K. Supernatural power over the body. 
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George B. Compassion. 

Emma. Fairh. Compassion. Humility. 

Nathan. Faith struggling against wickedness. 

Mr. Alcott. What wickedness. 

Nathan. Leprosy. 

Mr. Alcott. We have spoken of the agency of 
Faith in restoring and purifying the Body, when ren- 
dered impure and diseased by self-indulgence, or by 
constitutional taint. 



CONVERSATION XLIII. 



APOSTACY OP SPIRIT. 



IMPIETY. 



Caring the Paralytic at Capernaum, from the Sacred Text. — Beat and 
Ground of Faith. — (feneration of Disease. — Pictures of the Scene. — 
Healing Efficacy of Faith and Repentance. — Spiritual and Physical Re- 
newal. — Congenital Disease. — Origin of Physical Evil. — Temptation. — > 
Blasphemy. — Blasphemy of ilumauity. — Subject. — Remarks. 

Mr. Alcbtt remarked to Charles and Samuel R., that 
since the conversation on the Miraculous Draught of 
Fishes, we had conversed upon several other miracles 
of Jesus, which they, being absent, had lost. He 
asked them whether they felt that they should he inter- 
ested in the coming conversation. 

( The whole school si^ified they should, ) 
He then read the passage for the day. 

CURE OF THE PARALYTIC. 
Matt. ix. 3-8. Makk ii. t - IS. Losb r. 17 -96. 



Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740. 
Capernaum. 



Mark ii. 1. And a«ain he entered into Capernaum after 

Foi|:iveno8S g^^e days : and it was noUed that he was in 
ot iSina. ^. . 

the house. 

Mark ii. 3. And straightway many were gathered tog«ther, iMomuch 

that there was no room to receive tA«iii, no, not so much as 
about the door : and he preached the word unto thnm. 

Luke T. 17. And it came to pass on a certain dftjr, as he was teaching, 

that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, 

TOL. II. 16 
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Vulsar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740. 
Caperaaam. 

which were cpme out of every town of Galilee, and Jodaa, 
ah<i Jerusalem ; and the power of the Lord was pr$$emt to 
heal them. 

And behold, 
they come untQ him, bringing one sick of the palsy^ 
a man which was taken with a palsy, 
lying on a bed, 
which was borne of four : 

and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him 
Before him. 

And when thny could not find by what way they might 
bring him in, because of the multitude, 
they could not come nigh him for the press ; 
they went upon the house-top, and 

they urfcovered the roof , where he was } and when they had 
broken it up, they 

let him down through the tiling, with his conch, into the 
midst before Jesus. 

When Jesus saw their iaith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, 

be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee : 
Man, thy sins are forgiven thee . 

And behold, 
there were certain of the Scribes sitting there, reasoning in 
their hearts ; 

and the Pharisees began to reason, saying 
within themselves, TIms maa blasphemoth : 
Who is this which speaketh blasphemies ? 
* Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies i 
Who can forgive sins but God alone ? 

And immediately, when Jesus perceived in his Spirit that 
they BO reasoned within themselves, 
knowing their thoughts, 
he, answering, said unto them. 
Why reason ye these things in your hearts ? 
Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? for 
whether 

is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thg sins be 
forgiven thee ; or to say. Arise, and take up thy bed, and 
walk ? 



Luke V, 18. 
Mark ii. 3. > 
Luke V. 18. 
Matt. ix. 3. 
Mark ii. 3. 
Luke V. 18. 

Lake v. 19. 

Mark ii. 4. 
Luke V. 19. 
Mark ii. 4. 

I«Bke V. 19. 

Mark ii. 5. 

Matt. ix. 3. 
Luke V. 20. 
Matt. ix. 3. 

Mark ii. 6. 

Luke V. 21. 
Matt. ix. 3. 
Luke y. 21. 
Mark ii. 7. 
Luke V. 21. 
Markii 8. 

Matt. ix. 4. 
Luke V. 22. 
Mark ii. 8. 
Matt. ix. 4. 
Matt. ix. 5. 
Mark ii. 9. 



* Jot» xiv. 4. Isaiah xliii. 2& 
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Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Teriod, 4740. 
Capernaam. 



Mark ii. 10. 

Matt. ix. 6. 
Mark ii. 11. 

Mark it. 12, 
Luke V. 25. 
Mark ii. 12. 
Lake ▼. 25. 
Mark ii. 12. 
^uke V. 25. 
Mark ii. 12. 
Matt. ix. 8. 
Mark ii. 12. 
Luke V. 26. 

Mark ii. 12. 
Matt. ix. 8. 



But that ye may know that the Son of mail bath power 
on earth to forgive sine : 
(Then saith be to the «ick of the palsy) 
I say unto tbee, Ari^e, and take up thy bed, and go tby way 
into thine house. 

And immediately he 
rose up before them, and 
took np the bed 
that wiiereon he lay, 
and went forth before them all, 
and departed to bis own house, glorifying God, 
insomuch that, 

when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and 
they were all amazed, . 

and were filled with fear, saying. We have seen strange 
things to-day ; 

•we never saw it on this fashion. 

and [they] glorified God, which had given -such power unto 
men. 



Beat and 
Ground of 
Faith. 



George K, I liked this verse — ''When 
Jesus saw their fuith, he said unto the sick 
of the paby, Son, thy sins are forgiven 
thee." They showed their faitli by letting him down 
BO, and on'that ac^^ount Jesus cured him 

Mr. Alcott. Where was the faith seated ? 

George K. In their Spirits. 

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty ^ 

Lemuel. It was in his Conscience. 

Lucia. It was shown, forth in his body. 

Franklin. It was in reason and imagination. 

Lemuel. It is in our affections. 

Mr. Alcott. Where was the faith in this case.^ 

George K. In the man's conscience, and in the 
people's conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. And in that of Jesus also? 

George K. Yes. 
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Mr. Alcott. How did they get this faith ? 

George K. They had heard and seen what miracles 
he had done before. 

Mr. Alcott. Did all iheir faith arise from mere 
hearing? 

George K. They had seen that he could cure, 
because there had been a good many miracles. 

Mr. Alcott. But a miracle cannot be, you say, 
without there is faith in the first place. Now what 
made them believe in his first miracle, when there had 
been none which they could have heard and seen? 

George K. ./Why, you know that was at Cana, and 
his mother believed, because the angel had told her who 
he was. 

Mr. ALCOTTr But was there nothing within their 
minds that helped the truth? Sluppose I should go out 
upon the Common, and come in and say — I saw the 
great elm pulled up by the roots without hands, and 
dancing on its head — should you believe me ? 

All. No. 

Mr; Alcott. Suppose I should tell you, very seri- 
ously, that I bad had a vision this morning \ should 
you believe me.^ 

Several. Yes ; because that is possible. 

Lucia. It is Reason that would make us have faith. 

Mr. Alcott. Reason accepts the vision as possible ; 
but can Reason settle all things, that come before the 
mind, of a wonderful nature? 

Alfred and Others. No. 

( ThU street was here dropped.^ 

Charles. I was most interested in the 
o^DiSaJw! verse, "Son, thy sins are forgiven thee." 

That shows that the man had done .wick- 
edly in his life, and had been stricken by God with th® 



IMPIETT. 195 

palsy, by way of punishment. And then he had seen 
the reason why he had the palsy, and had repented of 
the sins, and so he was forgiven. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you think he was arbitrarily 
struck with the palsy, or did you think his sins were of 
a nature to bring on the palsy ? What do you think be 
did ? 

Charles. Why, he ate what he ought not, he drank, 
he got in passions, and Ood made him have the palsy to 
punish him, and then he repented ; and Jesus know he 
had repented. 

Mr: Alcott. Did indulgence of the appetites bring 
out the disease itself? 

(^Almost all expressed the idea that excess in the grati- 
fication of the appetites and passions produced dis- 
eases. ). 

Franklin. I think this paralytic was diseased on 
account of his own sins, but the palsy could be inherited 
by an innocent man. 

Andrew. But in the father or grandfather where it 
began, it was produced by self-indulgence. 

Mr. A1.C0TT. And so it always begins in wrong- 
doing somewhere; it always begins in indulged appe^ 
tite, though perhaps ignorantly indulged, sometimes.. 
It begins by a broken physiological law — 

Lemuel. And in passions. 

Mr. Alcott. Passions are an ultimate effect of 
appetites. The selfishness of the senses gives occasions 
for quarrels. The glutton sits down to dinner with 
another glutton, and gets angry with, him for eating up 
what he wants himself. I think I have seen this in the 
anteroom, sometimes. 

Several. Boys quarrelling about water. 

Pictures of LuciA.. 1 was TOOst interested in the verse 
th« Scene. where it speaks of their going on the house-^ 

16» 
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top, and letting the paralytic down -^^ they b<id such 
faith. 

Mr. Alcott. The houses were of one story, and 
there were openings from the top down into tbem^ 
They were not such houses as we have ', some of yoo 
are aware of that* If any of you pictured out this scene 
you may give your picture. 

Alfrbd. I thought the house was very full of 
people, and had a flat roof. And I imagined the young 
men on the roof just letting him. down ; and Jesus 
standing in the room below. 

%Tosr2^H. I thought the house was rather small ; and 
on the roof was a grea,t square place where they let 
down the man's bed. It was not a bed, but a kind of 
sheet with four ropes at the^ four comers. I thought 
there was but one room in the house, and Jesus stood 
about the middle of it, and had a smile on his face. 

Andrew. I thought of a small flat-roofed house, and 
stairs on the outside up to the top. The be() was a kind 
of cushion about as large as a common bed. There 
were four ropes and two men ; each man had hold of 
two ropes ; and they let him down through a hole in the 
roof, which they. made on purpose. 

George K. I thought like Andrew ; only I thought 
there were four men. The paralytic looked rather 
smiling, thinking he was to be cured > but when he was 
cured, he looked very glad indeed. 

Mr. Alcott. What was the name of his feelings? 

Georoe K. Gratitude and faith. 

Charles. I imagined a long low building, not much 
higher than a man's head ; and Jesus was in the largest 
of the two rooms in the house, two steps higher than 
the rest, talking to the people. Bye and bye four nten 
bring along a very old man on a sofa — it was their 
father. H^ has n^ crnteh — for though he expected 
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Jesus would cure his palsy, one leg was shorter than 
the other, and he did not expect he would make them of 
equal length. When they came to the house, they put 
a ladder to the side of the house, and took the old man 
upon a piece of canvass, and opened a trap door on the 
roof and let him down ; and there was just space enough 
made for him ; and Jesus looked at him and smiled ; and 
then his four sons were so transported that they jumped 
down from the roof. 

( Others wished to give pictures, but Mr. Meott said he 
could hear no more. Several said they thought of 
the face of Jesus,) 

Mr. Alcott. What interested you most, 

Healinz Rfficacy t i ^ 

ofPaiband Lemuel i' 

Repentance. Lemuel. I liked wherc he said, " Thy sins 
be forgiven thee." The man bad done a great many 
bad things, and he had repented of a good many of 
them ; and Jesus cured him of the rest for repenting 
so much. 

Mr. Alcott. How long do you think it would take 
a man, who had the palsy, to recover by repentance? 

Lemuel. Why, if he had real repentance and faith, 
in about a months 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose he had been bringing it on 
a year, do you think he would be cured in a less time 
than he was bringing it on? 

Lemuel. Yes ; rather. 

Alfred. No ; it takes a longer time than he was 
bringing it on. 

Lucia. It takes about a month longer. 

Ellen. It takes about the same time. 

Mr. Alcott. I see before me twenty-five Spirits in 
Sodies ; and they have not done wisely and right in all 
the years which they have been in their bodies* They 
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have taken a great many impurities into 

Spiritual and , . . i • i i ^i_ • 

Physical their inouths, and in other ways ; and their 

Renewal. j^^jj^g ^^^^ suffered from it. How long 

do you think it would take you to be restored to the 
purity of babyhood in body, as well as mind? 

George K. A good while. - 
(Others thotight longer.) 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose God had made us so that we 
could do wrong without any consequences of this kind? 

AiNDREw. Then we should iJot know when we did 
wr.ong ! We should be worse off than we are now. 

Mr. Alcott. Who thinks the body is a sign of what 
is in the mind? 

(Several held up hands,) 

Charles. I don't think that, when persons are per- 
fectly well, they ought to think they have all right 
within them. I am in remarkably gOod health always ; 
and I do a great many wrong things. I am punished, I 
suppose, in dome other way than io my body. 

Mr. Alcott. The effect of a violated law 

D?"eue?'^ is not immediate. You know diseases are 

inherited. Sometimes the effect does not 

come out until the children and. grandchildren appear ; 

and we may suffer from the sins of our parents. 

Franklin. Then it is not our fault. 

Mr. Alcott. No ; but it is our duty, when we know 
we have any particular tendencies to d4sease, to check 
them by^ all the self-denial in our power. It is said by 
some very learned physiologists that, if mankind were 
perfectly faithful to every physiological as well as moral 
law, we might be born without giving suffering to any- 
one, live without suffering, and die with the pleasant 
sensation of going to sleep. 

Charles. I have had two really hai*d punishments 
in my life. ^ 



IMPIETT. 189 

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus mean by 
Phy«^ Evil, this question — " Whether is it easier to 
say, take up thy bed and walk, or, thy sins 
be forgiven thee? " 

IjUCia. He meant to show that he could do either. 

Lemuel. To show that his power could go out both 
ways. 

Mr. Alcott. Where does sin begin? 

£lle9 In the body. 

{Several repeated this idea,) 

Lemuel. Sin begins in the first, wrong thing you do. 

ANDREW. I think sin begins in the second wrong 
thing you do, for the first is only to show you the differ- 
ence between right and wrong. 

George K. Sin comes from Satan. 

{Some others repeated this idea, some stAstituting the 
word Serpent,) 

Charles. Sin began with Eve — she ate the apple, 

Mr. Alcott. Why did she eat the apple? 

Charles. Oh, she saw the serpent eating, and she 
thought it tasted good. 

Mr. Alcott. There are some apples before you, 

and you. think they look good to eat. Another person 

eats and it seems to be very pleasant. But your mother 

has told you that they are not good for 

Temptation. . . , , ..!_.. 

your constitution, and you know that your 
mother is wiser than you — that she is very kind to you. 
But you do not think of this ; you will not think of it ; 
you try not to think of it ; and all the while your eyes 
and your appetites keep saying, eat. You eat — is it 
wrong? 

All. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Where is the wrong? 

Susan, In the determination — the choice. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose there had been no such 
bad choice^ wbei*e would be your Sataii? 
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SosAN. There would not be any. 

Mr. Alcott. Who then are Satan-makers.' who 
are the Satans? 

George K. I used to think God made me do wrong. 

Frakklix. Yes; I thought God made me do ever/ 
thing. 

(Ofie more assented,) 

Mr. Alcott. And now what do you think.' 

Lucia. We do wrong at first, and then that makes 
us do wrong again. 

Franklin. Eve was not punished for the first 
wrong, but for giving the apple to Adam.* 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose all the wickedness in each of 
you, and in alt the world, were to be taken out and 
put into one. being ; what would be the name of that 
being? 

Several. Satan- — the Devil. 

Mr. Alcott. But it is not all in on« being. It is in 
Charles, and Lemuel, and Francis, and Mr. Alcott, 
•audi — 

Several. No ; not in Mr. Alcott. 

Mr. Alcott. What did the Pharisees 
Blasphemy. mean by saying "This man blasphemeth "? 

George K. They thought God alone 
could forgive sins. 



* In this place, as in several others, this moNiing, an opportu- 
nity to go deeper was omitted. There were many persons 
present, and the children kejit on the surface, because they 
were diverted from going into their deepest thoughts by the 
interest, which their more superficial ones seemed to excite in 
the company. This did not seem to be from the idea of display 
on their part; it was merely the physical effect, if I may so ex- 
press it, of the presence. The children do really conceive so 
much of these subjects, that they are in no danger of being 
elated with their feeble power of expressing what ii much men 
adequately thought than worded. — Rxc. 
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Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake? 

Susan. They thought no one else ought to. 

Mr. Alcott. And what did Jesus teach on that? 

Lucia. That we must do something ourselves. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the persons present this 
morning, at this Conversation, should go away and say, 
these children blaspheme, they do not believe in an 
Outward Devil — would they have understood what 
we mean? 

Several. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Wliat is blasphemy? 

Lemuel. Swearing. 

Charles. Saying false things against God. 

George K. That was blasphemy, (only I did not 
know it,) when I used to say that God made me do 
wrong. 

Charles. It is blasphemy, when we do wrong, to 
say that Eve did it. 

Franklin. I think it is blasphemy to say that Satan 
did it. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose you saw before 
HumMNltuL yo" a li"le infant, and some one should say 
that infant is full of wickedness, it hates 
right, it is not full of purity — what would that be? 
Several. Blasphemy. 

Charles. That is not what I used to call blasphemy; 
but saying things about God himself. But I think it is 
blasphemy to say that of an innocent little infant. 
(«^// spoke of this stibjeet, and expressed the idea that 
to call or think an Infant Spirit bad, was blasphemy 
against its Maker.) 
Mr. Alcott. What did they mean when they said 
" We never saw it on this fashion." 
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Andrew. They never saw curing done in that way. 
Mr. Alcott. Thev never saw curin? connected 
with the cause of disease. 

What has been our subject to-day.^ 
Subject. Ellen. The power of faith to cure dis- 

ease. 
Charles. The origin of 'Evil. 
Franklin. The beginning of wickedness. 
Mr. Alcott. How was this subject bro.ught in? 
£}eorge K. By the verse, ** Whether is it easier to 
say, thy sins be forgiven thee, or, take up thy bed and 
walk.?" 

Recorder. The Conversation to-day was 
full of good beginnings, not followed up. 

Af R. Alcott. There were so many things to be con- 
sidered, that there was not time 3 and I felt hurried. 

Recorder. And you showed it — you suggested 
more than usual. You went before them with the Idea 
that Satan is not a person, and that it would be blas- 
phemy to speak of evil in an infant. 

Mr. Alcott. I was conscious of this. But you 
know they have never believed in the Personality of 
Evil, except in one or two instiiDces — that Idea has be- 
fore come from themselves ; and ff I had pursued the 
question on blasphemy, they would themselves have 
suggested the Infant. 

Recorder. I think so, certainly, and therefore I 
wanted it to be so. 






CONVERSATION XLIV. 

IMITATION OF SPIRIT. 
DXICIPI^KSHIP. 



Reriew. — The Callinv of Matthew, from the Sacred Text. — Ideai of tha 
CoDvenatioD. — Uolioeai. — Diteipkahip. — Inflneocoa of Natora.— > Pic> 
turea of the Scene. — Idea of Miraclei. — Analogiaa. — Influence of Ex- 
ample. — PracticHi HolineM. — In«tancoa and Illiutratioof. — Obodieooeof 
the Facultiei^ — Subject. — Cloae. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you recall the conver- 
*^' sation of Wednesday last? What did it 

lead to? 
William C. I recollect that the roof of the house 
was taken off, and the Paralytic let down. 

Edward C. I remember it was in Capernaum. 
StrsAN. The house was full where Jesus was. 
LvciA. It led us to talk upon where Good and E?il 
come from. 

Ellen. And we said that faith would have some 
effect in curing. 

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you ever thought that 
Faith alone, without any means of a material kind, 
would cure diseases? 

Most. No ; but that it would help. 

(Lucia, Ellen, Susan, George B, held up hands, as 

thinking that faith alone cured.) 
Mr. Alcott. Did you think so? 
Ellen. No ; but I thought you did. 

VOL. II. 17 
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Mr. Alcott. Do you remember what was said 
abodt the little infant? 

Charles. Yes ; you asked, what if you should bring 
a little Infant into the room, and say it was vfricked, 
would it be blasphemy.^ 

Mr. Alcott. Did you think that I thought it would 
be? 

(AU held up hands.) 

Ellen. I thought so myself^ however, before I 
thought of what you thought. 

Mr. Alcott. What made you think I thought so? 

£llen. From the way in which you put the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Alcott here read the lesson for the day. 

THE calling of MATTHEW. 

Matt, ix 9. Hark ii. 13, 14. Lukb ▼. S7, 38. 

Vulgar iGra, 27. JHlian Period, 4740. 
(.^apernaum. 



Lake v. 27. _ And after these thingi 

Mark ii. 13. he went forth again by the tea tide ; and all 

the moltitnde resorted unto him, and he taught them. 

Mark ii. 14. and as he passed by 

Matt. iz. 9. from thence, be saw a man, 

Luke ▼. 27. a publican, named I^vi, 

Matt. iz. 9. named Matthew, 

Mark ii. 14. the son of Alphens, 

Matt. iz. 9. sitting at the receipt of custom. 

Luke V. 27. and he said unto biro, follow me. 
Luke V. 28. And he left all, rose up, and followed him. 

He asked who expected to be interested, and to talk? 
(^M expected to be interested^ though toflie 

Ideas of the ^ i* > • v v 

Conversation. /«« tangUtd.) 

Emma. I shall be interested ; but I do not 
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like to talk, because I never seem to have said any thing 
when I do speuk — I cannot get words for my thoughts. 

Mr. Alcott. Who prefer to hear others talk to 
talking themselves? 

(^All held up hands, except Josidh,) 

JosiAH. I prefer to talk myself generally. 

Mr. Alcott. Why? 

JosiAH. Because I do not think the others always 
say what is true. 

Mr. Alcott. But when they do say what is true, 
how is it? 

JosiAH. Oh! then I like to bear them talk. 

George K. and Martha. Others think more inter- 
esting things than I do* 

George B. I never have any thing to say. 

Mr. Alcott. What^o I mean by reading 
from St. Mark as 1 have just done? 

SusAK. He is one of the Gospels. 

Mr. Alcott. One of the Gospel Writers. 

Ellen. A disciple. 

Alfred.. An Evangelist. 

One. What does Saint mean? . 

Mr. Alcott. Holy, good. 

But what did the reading bring into your 
minds r 

George K. I thought Levi followed Jesus, because 
he thought he would do some miracle. 

Mr. Alcott. What kind of miracle? 

George. K. An outward miracle, such as changing 
water into wine, a material miracle, not spiritual. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference — what is a 
spiritual miracle? 

George K. Why, to cure the Paralytic, because 
Jesus said, '< thy sins be forgiven thee," which was 
something in his spirit. 
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Mr. Alcott. What i» meant by forgiveness? 

George K. He meant that his conscience should 
not accuse him any more, of it. That was Christ'i 
forgiveness. 

Alfred. I think Matthew followed Jesus partly, 
becnuse Jesus eomnianded him to do it. 

Mr. Alcott. How many think it a command? 
(A few held up hands.) 

Ell^n. I thought it was a reqnest. 
{Others agreed.) 

Charles. I think Matthew had never seen a man 
who had so much faith in him, as to want him to follow 
him. 

Recorder. What do. you mean by Jesus having 
faith in Matthew? 

Charles. Confidence in his honesty, and that he 
would be good as a disciple. 

Samuel R. I thought Matthew did not think much 
about what he was going for, but wentfrom curiosity. 

George K. I thought Jesus spoke in a Very kind 
manner, as if he wished him to go very much. 

Mr. Alcott. Did he entreat him to go, urge, rather 
than command? 

Charles. He asked, to see whether he would go or 
not. 

JosTAH. Mr. Alcott, I do not know why 

Natme."' ° Jesiis went upon the sea-side, unless it was 

very pleasant there, and it was hot, and 

he wanted to cool himsejf. 

Franklin. I think he went there because he liked 

» 

to see the waves and Nature. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he wish to see Nature? 

Franklin. I cannot express it. 

George K. Because he liked to have room enough, 
and perhaps there might be boats there, and if the mul- 
titude pressed upon him, he could get in and teach* 
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Andrew. I think he went there to see the little 
fishes. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he want to see them? 

Andrew. Because he liked to see them swimming. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he like to look at them 
then ? 

Andrew. Because they had such pretty skins. 

Ellen. I think he liked to go by the sea, because I 
like to go there. 

Charles^ He wanted to have the sea put mightiness 
into his words. 

Mr. Alcott. He wanted, you think, to take advan- 
tage of the influences of Nature on the Imagination.^ 

Nathan. He wanted to have other people learn to 
admire Nature. 

JosiAH. I thought Jesus looked very hot, 
Pictures of ^^^^ ^le went down by the sea; and you 
could just see the othei* side of the sea. 
And he and his disciples were together ; and the multi- 
tude was on the other side of the bank, and his hand 
was up, teaching. {He gave the attitude,) 

Mr. Alcott. And what was his hand up for? 

JosiAH. Because it looked pretty. In ancient times 
they always did so, but they don't do so now ; and they 
all had while robes on. 

Mr. Alcott. Why white robes? 

JosiAH. It was the fashion. But, Mr. Alcott, what 
was the receipt of custom? 

Mr. Alcott. Taking taxes j that was the publi- 

can's business. 

{Josiah needed more explanation of this, and the 

question went round, ''what were taxes?'' and it 

was thoroughly discussed. Charles thot^ht it was 

wrong to have to pay any taxes ; hut Mr, Miott did 

17» 
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not enter upon that eU thi9 time, Thi$ wlbjici 
being ended — ) 

JosiAH (continued.) And there was 9 4)ridge, not for 
carriuges, but for foot passengers, that went over the 
lake. Je^us and his disciples were on that at first ; 
and when he bad done teaching, he went on till he came 
to Matthew ; and he called him, and Matthew rose up 
and followed him. 

Lemuel. I thought Jesus was in a' boat, very near 
the shore, preaching ; and the people were on the 
shore ; and when heliad done, he called Matthew, who 
was sitting there, and be went, into the boat ; and they 
sailed aovoss^ talking about spiritual things, such as 
God,- and — 

JosiAH. He went so willingly to see him 

Idea of Hiracles. /. . . 

perform miracles. 

Mr. Alcott. What kind of miracles P 

JosiAH. Spiritual and material. 

Mr* Alcott. What is the difference? 

JosiAH.^ To change water into wine is a material 
miracle, but to overcome ahy appetite is a spiritual 
mii*acle. 

Mr. Alcott. How was curing the leper? 

JosiAH.. Material, mostly. 

Mr. Alcott. What was material in it? 

JosiAH. Why, the touching was material, and the 
faith was the spiritual part. 

Mr. Alcott. How was it with the Paralytic f 

JosiAH. Wholly spiritual — '* thy sins be forgiven 
thee" — yes, spiritual. • 

Mr. Alcott. If you saw the seed as it 
AAogies. sprouted in the ground — the acorn out of 
which the oak was opening as Large as the Elm od the 
Common, should you call that a miracle? 
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JosiAH. Yes ; partly material. 

Mr. Alcott. And suppose 'you should see an egg 
move, then see .the shell break, and a little chick come 
out —^ would that be material ? 

JosiAH. Yes 5 partly. 

Ma. Alcott. Su|»pose you saw a baby dying. 

JosiAH. That would be spiritual. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose you saw a baby being born. 

JosiAH. That is wholly spiritual -»- being born. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a spiritual miracle.^ 

JosiAH. No ; spiritual miracles cannot be seen, be- 
cause they are spiritual. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever feel a spiritual miracle.' 

JosiAH. Oh yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a material miracle.' 

JosiAH. No ; there were none only when Jesus 
Christ was on earth. 

Mr. Alcott. But you said that a seed opening out 
iato a tree was partly a material miracle. 

JosiAH. You asked for material miracles, and that 
is partly spiritual, and so was the chicken, and the dying 
baby ; but the dead baby is material. 

Mr. Alcott. Lay your hands on your hearts. 

( They did so, and there was silent listening for a mo- 
ment.) 
Is breathing a miracle? 

{Immediately almost all raised hands,) 

Charles. I think, it is miraculous, because you 
breathe without knowing it. 

(A few thought breathing was not miraculotu^ because 
they could explain some of the phenomena and their 
immediate causes ; bui all found, on analysis, that 
they at last came to a link of the chain which was 
lost in the Supemalural.) 

Mr. Alcott. Feel of your pulses. 
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( They did so, Mr. nBleott expressed in so many words, 
that breathing and birth ieere among the greatest of 
miracles. They analyzed growth in an egg — an 
acorn — and found that every thing led up to the 
Supernatural. He then asked,) 
Which of your faculties feels the outward miracle, and 
which the inward? 

JosiAH. The eyes see the outward and the Spirit the 
inward miracle. 

Mr. Alcott. What faculty feels the inward.' 
Several. Conscience, 

Mr. Alcott. Wiat is it to follow Christ? 
Sfampi?.**^ Franklin. He meant to follow him, to try 
to be good like him, and to go with him too. 
(Many agreed.) 

Charles. He meant to follow bis spiritual path, 
and his material jjath. 
(Many.) 

JosiAH. Mr. Alcott, what was done with the table 
Matthew left ? 

Mr. Alcott. Perhaps he did not leave it immedi- 
ately. 

JosiAH. Why yes ; he rose up, immediately, " and 
he left all and followed him." I have a picture of it in 
my mind. I think Matthew had a table before him, 
with a white cloth over it ; and he had all his money 
counted out in piles, the dollars in one place, and the 
cents in another, and the bills in another. 

Mr. Alcott. It was rather an early age for dollars 
and bills. 

JosiAH. And when Jesus called him he arose up 
immediately and left all. He never thought of staying 
one moment after Jesus called him. 

Mr. Alcott. Do the rest of you think Matthew 
went as soon as he was ealled ? 
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{Jill held up their hands.) 

JosiAH. Oh ! Mr. Alcott, I have another thought 
now. I think that Matthew was expecting to be called 
at first, as soon as he saw Jesus coming, and might 
have gathei:ed up all his money to go as soon as he 
spoke. 

Ma. Alcott. Why did he think Jesus was going to 
call him.^ 

JosiAH. Why, when they set out, Petier and the rest 
of them did not know where Matthew was gone, and 
that was the reason he was not among them now, and 
Matthew knew that Jesus would call him as soon as he 
saw him.- 

Samuel R. I think Matthew was not already a dis- 
ciple — this was the first time he was^ called ; but he had 
already gathered up his bags and money, and was pre- 
paring to go home when Jesus called him. 
{Several held up hands in assent.) 

JosiAH. It is all the same thing, even if he did not 
go that minute — he began to prepare to go perhaps, 
and did not actually go, tiH Jesus had passed some 
time. 

Mr. Alcott. No: it was of very little 
Hofinefu. consequeuce. Now tell me what it is to 

follow Jesus, how can you follow him? 
Nathan. I must be good and mind his example. 
Mr. Alcott. But I want a real action — something 
that you can live, to-day. 

Charles. To be temperate when I eat 

Instances and i* ^ j 

illastratioo.. ^y dinner to-day. 

Ellen. To be patient, as Jesus Was with 
people, when my little sister troubles me. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you trouble her ever? 

Ellen. Yes ; I know I do ; but she troubles me 
when 1 am getting her to sleep ; sometimes she will not 
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go to sleep, and she often cries when I take care of her. 
I must be (mtieut and kind. 

George K. When my rbrother plagues me and 
strikes me, instead of striking back again, I must 
forbear. 

Lemuel. When my, mother asks me to go an er- 
rand — to go down to a shop and get some cloth, because 
the man is engaged, and I am at pluyj I must go will- 
ingly, I must obey her cheerfully. 

Susan. I must bear with Frank. 

Lucia. I must bear with my little brother, when I 
put him to bed — very often he cries and will not be 
good. 

Mr. Alcott. Are ydu kind to hi?n when he cries? 

Lucia. Yes ; yet he will cry, and not do as I want 
him to; then I must be patient. 

Josiah. I think that Jesus meant that Matthew 
should follow hirn and hear him preach ; and when he 
was crucified, that he should follow his example and 
preach, and should tell others about it^ so that when he 
died they should preach, and then those persons should 
preach, and so oh till now. 

Alfred. I. think like Josiah, and that Jesus wanted 
Matthew to follow him till he died, and then be an 
apostle till he was himself crucified, or something else, 
like Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. Josiah, did you ever follow Christ 
yourself ? 

Josiah. Yes ; I did to-day. My little sister this 
morning had a withered flower, which she seemed to 
think a great deal of, and my mother asked me to put 
the faded leaves, that had fallen off, into the fire ; and 
when I did, my little sister cried excessively, and 1 went 
up to her and told her a story, which seemetl to please 
her very much, so that she forgot the disappointment 
about the withered flower and its faded leaves. 



At 
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Mil. Alcott. And you think it was following Christ 
to tell her that story ? 

What mast aH your faculties obey when 

Obedience. /. ,, j^i • ^ «» 

you follow Christ? 

All. Conscience. 

Lemuel. What are the names of the faculties that 
shoulfl follow conscience. 

Alfred. Reason. 

Charles. Understanding. 

Lemuel. The affections. 

George. Passions. 

SusAir. Appeti^tes. 

One. Aspiration. 

Mr. Alcott. What is tbat.^ 

Lemuel. Wanting to go up. 

Mr. Alcott. There is a better name for aspiration, 
the faculty that goes up. 

Several. F.iiih. 

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject 
^"^i^^- to-day? 

Lemuel and Others. Following Christ. 
Nathan and Others. Faith in Christ. 
Charles.. Imitating Christ every day. 
George B. The way to follow Christ. 
Martha. Obedience to Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Have all been interested to- 
^^^^ day? 

Many. Very much interested. 

Josiah. I have been interested, because I have had 
a chance to talk so much. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think some others were not 
interested, because they had no chance to talk? 

Josiah. The next time I will not speak till recesa. 
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Mr. Alcott. We wish to have you talk, Josinh, and 
all others, when you have thoughts of your own to 
give. We want your own thoughts and feelings. We 
want you to tell what goes on in your mind while we 
are reading, and while you are conversing one with the 
othefr That is one way by which we can understand 
what good the conversations do you. Put your thoughts 
into words, and then we know what you are, and 
what you intend. By words and actions we judge of 
all intentions. 



CONVERSATION XLV. 

SPIRITUAL INSTINCT. 
8T7FXR8TITIOir. 



Review. — ^ Healing of the Impotent Man at the Pool of Retheada^ from the 
Sacred Text. — Ideaa and Pictures of the Scene. — Medicinal Springs. — 
Superstition. — Awe of the Invisible. — Imaginative Fears. — Ideas of the 
Miracle. — Formality. — Examples. — Faith. — Thd Conversation. 

Mr. Alcott began by inquiring about the 
last Conversation. 
They remembered Josiah's illustration of the with- 
ered jQower, and Andrew's image of Jesus' looking at 
the beautiful fishes ; also the discussion of the differ- 
ence between material and spiritual miracles, and Jo- 
siah's long conversation thereon. Each recalled the 
thoughts of others. 
Then the lesson of the day was read. 

UEALIirO OF THE IXFIRM MAN AT THE POOL OF 

BETHESDA. 

John V, 1-13, 

Volfar MrvLf ST. 1 After * this there wai a feast of the Jews ; and Jesus 

J^ii^aTenod, ^g„t up to Jerusalem. 
4740. 

2 Now- there is at Jerusalem, by the sheep-mar&el, a pool, 

Jerusalem, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Rethesda, having five 

•Levit.xxiii.2. P*»'<^^««- 

Dent. zvi. ^ ^^ these lay a great mnltitade of impotent folk, of blind, 

halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the 

pool, and troubled the water : . wboioeTer then first, after 

VOL. II. 18 
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Tnl^r JEn, 27. the troubling of the water, stepped in,- was made, whole of 
JvhanFenod, ^haUoever disease he had. 

5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 
Jeruaalem. thirty and eight years. 

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had beea 
now a long time in that ease, he saith unto him, Wilt thoa 
be made whole ? 

7 The Impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, 
when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool : but 
while I am coming, another steppeth down before me. 

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

9 And inmiediately the man was made whole, and took 
up his bed,' and walked : and on the same day was the sab- 
bath. 

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured. It 
• Jer. zTii.SS. is the sabbath-day} * it is not lawful for thee to carry Uy 

bed. 

11 He answered them. He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said 
unto thee. Take up thy bed, and walk ? 

13 And he that was healed wist not who it waa : for Je- 
sus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in Out 
place. 



The children asked Mr. Alcott the meaning of the 
words halty wist, impotent. 

,«. George B. I. don't see why the man 

Ideas and Ptc- 

tares of the could not Step in, when the other men did. 
Mr. Alcott. Can either of you explain 
that.? 
Lucia. It was the man who stept in first that was to 
be cured ; because he would render the water impure. 

Franklin. Only one had room to go in. at once, and 
that one would impurify the water. 

George B. Perhaps it was a steep place, and only 
one could go down at once. . 

Susan. They had di0erent diseases, and when the 
water was stained with one disease, they had to wait 
till it had settled down to the bottom of the pool, and 
the clean water had come up. 
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Charles. I was interested in this verse, "For an 
angel went down at a certain season." I thought of the 
angel as coming down and putting his hand in and 
moving it about to make it pure. I think it is all an 
emblem. The pool, you know, has stagnant water and 
is not very pure. It represents the mind of a sick per- 
son. And the angel represents goodness coming into 
the mind, and purifying it ; and when the mind is per- 
fectly pure, it purifies the body and makes it well. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you describe the angel .^ 

JosiAH. I can, Mr. Alcott. It was not visible to the 
people ; and they only saw the water troubled and 
thought of an angel. 

Elleit. I thought of an angel with a white robe, 
all unspotted, to represent purity. It was the angel of 
purity because it purified the water, and the angel had 
light hair, and a wreath of lilies round his head to 
represent purity. The wings were light blue. 

Charles. I thought of a white robe, but a red man- 
tle to represent warm zeal — the zeal to do good. I 
thought the hair was black, so as to make a fine con- 
trast ; and he had a trumpet with which he blowed upon 
the waters to trouble them. He comes on the wind be- 
cause that is high and strong and invisible. At first 
there was a very slight expression of doubt upon his 
countenance, whether he could do what he was going 
to do, but when he found that he had done it, he smiled 
and flew away. He had two wings on his head, two 
on his sides, and two on his feet. 

Franklin. I think he had a long golden wand to 
touch the waters with, and not a trumpet ; and a wreath 
of flowers on his head, and on his forehead, in golden 
letters, the words " Angel of Purity," and he had gol- 
den slippers. 

( The rest latched. ) 
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Mr. Alcott. How many wou}d dispense with the 
golden slippers? 

(All held up, their hands,) 
Who think a visible angel literally troubled the water? 

{All.) 
Are there any such pools no w-a-days? 

Ellen. There are none we can see with our eyes. 

Lemuel. I thought that pool could be seen. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; it can be seen now, I believe. 
Did it differ from all other pools that yon have heard 
of? 

Charles. ' An angel was in the pool to make it cure, 
and they believed it could ; but there is no faith in such 
things now. 

Mr. Alcott. Did ydu never hear of pools that 
cured? 

Charles. Oh, yes I have. Virginia 

Medicinal c ««:««„ 

Springs. Springs. 

Others. And Saratoga. 

Franklin. And I think the pool of Bethesda was 
a mineral Spring ; and ^hey believed it could cure, and 
BO il could. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. How did the porches round the pool 
look? 

Nathan. They were places to stay in while they 
were waiting ; they were built on the banks of the 
pool — five of them, and seats were all round, and a 
room to go in and put on another dress. 

JosiAH. I think they were little houses with slanting 
roofs on one side. Mr. Alcott, in the country I wonder 
whether you have ever seen those sheds near churches ; 
people are in the habit of d^-iving their chaises under 
them. I think there were five like those, or one all 
round, divided into five parts, and little doors on the 
back part, where they could go in^ and one was for 
the lepers exclusively. 
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Hales. I thought of small houses on the banks of 
the pool, and there were little rooms to dress in. 

Lemuel. I thought there were arches, like that one 
under the Franklin Library ; and within the arches, 
after you. had passed through^ you came to steps of 
granite that led down to the pool. 

Nathan; I thought of tents only, made of wood. 

Charles. I thought there was a little round house 
that enclosed the whole pool, and there was a little 
narrow entry all round large enough for two persons to 
walk ; and the roof of the house made five inclined 
planes supported by two pillars each. Between each 
of these was a small window from the entry, except 
one place where there was a door into the entry, and 
opposite that door, on the other side of the entry, there 
was another to go down into the pool. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see such a house? 

Charles. Yes, my uncle has one at his farm. 

Mr. Alcott. What made the bubbUng? 

Charles. Why, the spring bubbled. 

Mr. Alcott. What made the spring bubble? 
{Severnl attempts but no ans'ioer,) ^ 

Nathan. The angel made the bubble. 

Charles. The angel moved the waters on the top, 
but the bubbling below went on all the time. 

Lemuel. The water ran through the rocks with so 
much force, it made the bubbling below. 

Hales. I thought it was full of rocks down at the 
bottom. 

Franrlin. I think it was rain that filled the springs 
at a distance and run through the rocks, that made the 
lower bubbling. 

Mr. Alcott. Then there were two forces? 

Franklin. Yes ; t^e spring below and the angel 
above. 

Mr. Alcott. Who made the spring from below ? 
18* 
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Franfliit. God. 

Mr. Alcott. Who sent the angel? 

Franklin. God. . - 

Mr. Alcott. There was one source ; might there 

m 

not have been but one force — one agitation P 

Franklin. Oh yes ! I suppose they were supersti- 
tious ; they saw the water moving, and they thought an 
angel did it. 

Mr. Alcott. What does superstition do? 

Superstition. «;, r^ i ^ j • 

Franklin. It makes us suspect and ima- 
gine. 

Charlbs. I suppose the Pharisees had taught them 
that there were angels, and angels were great things ; 
and when they saw the water moving, they thought 
that was a great thing, and so they thought an angel 
did it. 

Lemuel. I think it was the prophets who. told them 
of the virtues of the Spring, and they said it was an 
angel. 

Frankun. But even the prophets only sa-w the 
angel in their spirits. 

Mr. Alcott. When a little infant sees a 
Avreoftke leaf twirling and shaking in the wind, and 
°^^"* ^* sees no band move it, what do you think he 

thinks? 

Lucia. He wants. to know why it does so. 

Charles. He thinks it is God. 

Samuel R. No; he does not think it is God, ex- 
actly — : he thinks it is something above himself, but he 
does UQt know what. 

Mr. Alcott. When a very little child is hurt by a 
stick, what does he think? 

Franklin. He thinks it is a bad stick. 

Mr. Alcott. What does he make of the stick and 
the quivering leaf ? 



SUPERSTITION. 311 

Francis. He thinks the leaf quivers of itself. 

Ellen. He thinks it is a living creature. 

Francis. Yes ; because it moves, as he does. 

Mr. Alcott. What did these people at the sheep- 
market think, when they saw the waters moving? 
{No answer,) 

A child sees a carriage and horses in the 
PeaSr***^^ sky — they seem to be. galloping down — 
the carriage is all on fire — the horses go 
very Swiftly — oh, mother, see it! -r-it is coming down ! 
— it will carry me off!: — it will burn the world up! 
My dear, it is only a cloud. What is all that? 

Several. Imagination *— fear, 

Franklin. Superstition. 

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you superstition — fear 
of the unknown? 

(Many,) 
Ten me an instance. 

{Several declined, though they said they remembered,) 

George B. Once I was in bed and heard the creak- 
ing of a door, and I thought it was a robber. 

Mr. Alcott. Is there always fear in superstition? 
Can any other sentiment make it — can love ? 
{Most doubted.) 

Franklin. Yes. 

Charles. Hope can make superstition ; people de- 
sire good and find good signs. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think there was any supersti- 
tion about this pool? 

{Some held up hands,) 
Who among you really think an angel came down and 
troubled the waters — that these people understood the 
whole matter right? 

{^11 rose,) 
The subject of superstition will come up again ; we will 
return to the text. 
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JosiAH. Mr: Alcott, I think the people 
Ideas of the Were glad to find out that Jesus had done 
Miracle. ^j^j^ ^^ ^j^^ Sabbath day, but I do. not see 

why. 

George B. I do not see why he told that it was 
Jesus. 

JosiAH. Nor I ; for they must have known already 
that it was Jesus. No other man could do mirax^les, you 
know ; and besides, he must have known that the Jews 
wanted to do harm to Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. Are you sure that they thought no one 
but Jesus could do such miracles? 

Lemuel. It would have been very ungrateful for 
that man to have told it was Jesus, to expose hini to 
danger ; but I think he did not know that it would. 

Charles. I think he thought it would make the 
Jews believe in Jesus, to tell them what he had done. 

Franklin. Yes ; he thought they would love Jesus 
for it, but they only wanted to know it that they might 
accuse Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. How accuse him? 

Franklin. About the Sabbath day ; they 
Formality. jj^j ^^^^ understand that doing good was not 
work. 

Mr. Alcott. But carrying a bed through the streets 
— was that work? 

Hales. Not when Jesus, told him to. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think they r-eally thought 
either Jesus or the man did wrong? 

Nathan. I don't see why they should. 

Franklin. I think that man was very sorry after- 
wards that he told of the cure. 

Mr. Alcott. We should think Before we tell of our 
friends, things that cannot be understood or appreciated. 
According to their law it was wrong to carry a bed on 
the Sabbath day. 
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CflARLE». I thick if Jesus bad, come with a king's 
crown, and sceptre, and royal robes, and bringing a 
great deal of money and honors, they would have let 
him do any thing on Sunday that he wished, and said 
not a word about it. 

Fbankliit. I don't think he would have done so 
much good if he had come so. 

Mr. Alcott.' Had they right notions about power 
and dignity ? 

Charjles. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you tell me of any 

Examples. , . ., .. ^ . , 

example in modern times of a mistake, 
such as these Jews made about the Sabbath day ? . 

Lemuel. Some people think it is wrong to go and.see 
sick people on Sunday. 

JosiAH. I have heard people say it was wrong to go 
to an apothecary's shop on Sunday. 

George B. People think it is always wrong to sew* 
on Sunday ; but it would not be wrong to sew a shroud. 

W. Augustus. People think it is wrong to go and 
buy medicine on Sunday, but it is not. 

Hales. Some people think it is wrong to eat on Fast 
day, but we do. 

Asidrew. Some think it wrong to ride out on Sun- 
day, or to take a walk. 

(^Franklin and Corinna agreed.) 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think those things are wrong? 

Ellen. I think it is wrong to go out on a Visit, 
because it will be likely to take your mind from what 
you ought to be thinking of yourself ; but it is not wrong 
to visit the sick, or to go out to talk on interesting sub- 
jects. 

Emma. If they were going to take a ride for mere 
pleasure, I think it would be as well to take another 
day ; for though you might not think or talk of any 
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thing wrong, and the riding would not be wrong, yet 
Other and different kind of people would do so. 

JosiAM. A friend of mine was sick, and the doctor 
thought it would be well to go and ride on Sunday — and 
that was right. 

George B. It is wrong to go and Sail on Sunday. 

Ellen. Yes ; I know that it is wrong, because boats 
almost always get upset that go and sail on Sunday. 

(TAe children laughed,) 
I have very oflen heard so; I have oflen, heard of 
pleasure boats being upset on Suilday ; and I should 
think it would be so — that God would make it so on 
purpose as a punishment. 

Mr. Alcott. Would the same wind upset it on 
any other day? 

George B. I don't see why that man 
' should not take up his bed and walk, if 

Jesus told bim to. 

William C. 1 don't think he would have been 
cured, if he had not had faith enough in Jesus to do any 
thing he commanded him to do. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you imagine people standing 
round, and calling Jesus a bad man, and Jesus telling 
him to do this thing which they thought wrong, to 
prove hirf faith? 

William C. Yes ; lie wanted to see if he too would 
think it wrong. 

Franklin. It tried his faith, because the people all 
thought it was wrong. 

Emma. It could not be wrong, if Jesus had told him 
to do it. 

Mr. Alcottw What kind of faith was this that 
Jesus called but? 

Susan. Faith that Jesus could cure him. 



u 
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JosiAH. I do not see how that man could have 
faith in Jesus, when he lived in that Porch, and could 
never have seen any of his miracles, or heard of his 
power. 

Franklin. I don't think he did live in the Porch, but 
somewhere else, and had heard of Jesus. 

Charles. I think he was not so well tak^n care of 
as to live always in that Porch. But I think it was his 
strong desire to be cured that made him so easy to be- 
lieve that Jesus could cure him. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by Jesus conveying 
himself away? 

Charles. Why, he walked away as any man would. 
I suppose the lame man was so delighted at finding 
himself well that he did not take notice. 

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject 

8«bj.ct. j^^y^ 

Emma and Others. Faith curing sickness. 
Charles and Others. Faith. 
George B. Purity. 
One. Superstition. 

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you been more 
L^om*"^" interested than usual to-day? 

(Several said yes,) 
How many have been as much interested as usual? 

(Many,) 
How many not so much ? 

(Hales. 
Those who have tried as much as usual to-day may 
stand up. 

(Many.) 
Sometimes I ask a question, and you look as if you were 
going to say something, and I wait, and nothing comes ; 
how is that? 
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Samuel R. I can't express my thoughts. 

{Several agreed.) 
Ellen. I have no thoughts to express. 

(So several,) 
Charles. I don't have either difficulty ; hot some- 
times my attention is diverted, and I do not hear what 
is going on. 

JosiAH. I cannot always remember the words I want 
to use. I sometimes have to wait ; and I try to remem- 
fier my words by saying then! over to myself; but very 
often, while I am doing it, my words, and thoughts, and 
all, are forgotten ! 

Mr. Alcott. Sometimes I do not express myself 
well, or so that you can understand me. How many 
jfeelthat? f 

(Some raised their hands,) 
Whenever that is the case, you should say that you 
do not understand the question. Da you always have 
thoughts? 

(Jill rose, and some said,^^ almost always.^^) 
How long do yoa think we have been conversing to-day? 
( The judgment- varied from ten mimUes up to two 
hours. It vfas two hours,) 



CONVERSATION XLVI. 

RESURRECTION OF SPIRIT. 

SPIRITUAL REVIVAli. 



ReTiew. — Conversation of ieras with the Jew* on the Care of the Impo- 
tent Man, from the Sacred Text. — Wholesome Food. — R«trilNitioa.«- 
Type of the Appetites and Passions. — Repentance and Contrition. — Il- 
lustration of Contrition. — Confession of Faults. — Quickening Agency of 
Conscience. — Spiritual Renewal. — Persecution. — Activity of Spirit. — 
Unity of Spirit. — Lidkitationa of the Flesh. — Paternity of Spirit. ~ Spir- 
itual Renovation. — Retribution. — Subject. 

Mr. Alcott began by recalling the miracle 
at the pool of Bethesda, and asked what 
else they remembered. 

Nathan. We talked about the porches. 
Frank. And about the angel pictures. 
Lucia. And why the first man only was cured. 
Mr. Alcott. I might have remarked to you, that 
this man being impotent could not put himself into the 
pool without assistance. 
Ellen. He says, " There is no man to put me in.'' 
Mr. Alcott. What principle did the conversation 
lead us to think of ^ Tou know we spoke of people's 
ascribing things to wrongs causes — of a little infant's 
thinking a twirling leaf was alive. 
. Charles. Superstition. 
(^Mr. Alcott referred to the Dutch st^erstition about 

the Stork^s protecting houses,) 
Charles. That is because Storks are kind. 

VOL. II. IS 
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(FortotM other superstitions were mentioned, some 
beautiful and some not so, both by Mr, Aleott and 
the children. But- so many associations of this kind, 
signs, ^e, came thronging, that he arrested the sub- 
ject, and said that it was too great a subject to take 
up now.) 
Ellen. I wish we could have a whole forenoon's 
conversation on superstition. . 

Mr. Alcott. We will at some time. It was intro- 
duced now, as you remember, by there having been a 
Jewish superstition about this pool of Bethesda — they 
thought an angel made it bubble. It really bubbled. 
Now look over while I read 

THK coif VERS ATION OF JESUS WITH THE JEWS ON THE 
CURE OF THE IMPOTENT MAN. 

JOHK.V. 14-30. 

^?^^^i^'\ \ . - 14 Afterward JeauB findeth him in the tern - 

Julian Period, Quickening of , j ,» * u- d ■. u .1. _^ 

4740. Spirit. P'®* ^°^ '^^ ^^^ '**™> Behold, thovHart 

made whole : sin no more, lest a worse 
Jonualem. thi^g come unto thee. 

15 The man departed, and told.the Jews that it was Jesua, 
which made him whole. 

16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and 
sought to slay him, because he had done these things 00 the 
Sabbath day. 

17 But Jesus answered them. My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work. 

IS Therefore the Jews sought the more to 'kill him, be- 
cause he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also 
that God was his Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, 
▼erily, I say unto you. The Son can do nothing of himself, 
but what he seeth the Father do : for what things soever he 
doeth, these al8<> doeth the Son likewise. 

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and showeth him all 
things that himself doeth : and he will show him greater 
works than these, that ye may marvel. 

31 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and qoickeneth 
them ', even so the Son quickeneth whokn he will. 
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29 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment uato the Son : 

23 That all men should honor the Son, even aa they 
honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which hath sent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlaating 
life, and shall not come into condemnation : but is pamed 
from death unto life. 

25 Verilyj verily, I say unto you. The hour is coming, 
aud now is, when the dead shall h«!ar the voice of the Son 
of God : and they that hear shall live. 

26 For as the' Father hath life in himself; so hath ha 
given to the Son to have life in himself; 

27 And hath given him authority fo execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of man. 

28 Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 

* Mat. XXV. 46. ^ -^"^ &\\bl\\ come forth , * they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

30 I can of mine own self do nothing : as I hear, I jadg« } 
and ray judgment is just j because I seek not mine own will, 
but the will of the Flather which hath sent me. 



( Upon the fourteenth verse Mr, Alcott asked,) 
Do you suppose sin made him infirm? 

(^Several held up hands,) 
What sin would make him impotent? 
Lemuel. Idleness. 

Mr. Alcott. Ttiink of that expression in 
Wholesome ^j^^ fifteenth ^erse, ''made him whole,'' 

Did you ever hear that some kinds of food 
are wholesome, and some kinds of food are unwhole- 
some? Now should you not take care to eat such kinds 
of food as make your bodies whole — wholesome food? 
{They all held up hands, and Mr. Alcott made a few 
more remarks and finished the reading. ) 

Now tell me, what has been most interest- 
Retribution. . • ^L* J* ' a 
ing in this reading? 
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■ 

Gborob K. I like the twenty-eighth and tweDty- 
ninth verses. They mean that when they had done 
wrong, their consciejice should come forth to punish- 
ment, and the good would be called to happiness. 

Mr. Aloott. And what is the grave ? 
Af^tites.^ George K. The appetites and passions. 
Mr. Alcott. How many think so .^ 
(Jifew.) 
What is the feeling that lifls ^Conscience out of the 
grave of appetite ? 
George K. Faith that one can do right. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the feeling about the past? 

George K. Repentance about wrong. 
cStritStt* "*^ Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the 

words "a humble and contrite heart"? 
As many as have had the feeling of contrition, not fear 
of punishment, but of contrition, may rise. 
(^Several rose.) 

I will tell you a story of contrition in a 
Contrition?"' little girl, three years old, who was the 

other day being prepared for dinner by her 
mother, who was in a. hurry to go to her little baby, 
the little girl's sister. The little girl does not like to be 
washed, and was displeased because her mother was in 
a hurry ; and when she heard her little sister cry, and 
felt that it made her mother more in a hurry, she was 
angry and said, I doix't love little sister, I wish she was 
dead, I will throw her out of the window ! Her mother 
said. Why, my little girl ! not love your little sister ! wish 
she was dead ! And when the little girl heard what she 
had said, though her mother did not say another word, 
or speak of punishment, she looked very much shocked, 
and said, Oh, mother, I am very naughty ; I want to go 
and lie down ; I feel bad ; I want to be alone. And 
her mother said, you had better, and think of it^ And 
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she put h€r on the bed and left her. And bye 
and bye the little girPs father went into the room, 
and he did not know what had happened, and he 
said, What are you lyings there for, my little girl? 
And she said. Oh, father! I feei very bad-^I am very 
naughty — I am not fit to be seen, (and she hid her 
face in the pillow.) What have you done? said be. 
Oh, I have said I did- not love little sister ; I wished 
she was dead ; and I would throw her out of the win- 
dow. I am very naughty ; I feel bad ; I want to be 
alone; (and she hid her face again and cried.) In a 
minute she said again, Father don't love me, mother 
don't love me, little sister don't love me, God won't love 
me. And her father said, I love you, and am very sorry 
for what you have done ; and God is sorry ; but he will 
love you again, if you are really sorry — are you sorry? 
Yes, father ; and I love you, and I love God, and every 
body. And her father said, will you go and kiss little 
sister? And she said yes ; and she got up and went 
and kissed every body in the room. Was that con^ 
trition ? 

(^All assented.) 
But to return — 

Charles. I think "the grave" here means the 
state of those who have been led into wrong by others, 
and who have stifled their consciences. And " the hour 
that is coming " is when Jesus shall have been killed, 
and they shall be awakened by that to think ; and when 
their consciences will either punish them or make them 

happy. 

Mr. Alcott. Such of you as think that you have 
not risen from the grave of appetite and passion, may 
rise. 

(Xone rose,) 
Such as have not risen fully? 
{All rose,) 
19* 
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What is the grave of the Soul of each par- 

of FaSu." ticular one of you ? Each one of you think 

within yourself, into what particular grave 

your spirits are most liable to fall. I shall require an 

answer from each. 

EiiLEN.. Temper — love of vexing/ I sometimes 
love to say things to plague my little sister. 

Mr. Alcott. Oh, Ellen ! to^ry to give pain ! It will 
need the voice of the Son of God to lift you out of that 
l^rave. 

George K. My ^rave is something like Ellen's. 
( This very unwillingly, as if ashamed,) 

Hai<£». Mine is passion, I think. 

Martha. I don't know the principal one, but impa- 
tience is one of mine. 

Francis. The appetites are mine, and I like to 
thump and hurt> 

Mr. Alcott. Yes; and it has almost buried yoa. 
At first, you had not a very strong constitution, and you 
have indulged yourself till it is weaker still, and weaker 
and weaker it will grow, until your mortal body, which 
has been the grave of the spirit, itself finds a grave in 
the earth. 

Francis. Torday I only mean to eat a piece of ham 
for my dinner, so big. {Showing his two fitters.) 

CoRiNNA. My grave is passion. 

Andrew.. Mine is anger. 

Nathan. Laziness and eating are mine. 

Mr. Alcott. You mean eating more than you 
ought. How does your head feel afterward — doeB it 
not feel heavy? How is it with you, Lucia? 

(Lucia did not speak,) 
Perhaps there is not any. 

William. Mine is anger. 

Mr. Alcott. Anger- is more than the grave. The 
raging of anger is like fire ; it originated the pictures of 
hell. Hell is the state of raging passions. 
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Lemuel. My grave is appetites and passions. 

Charles. Passions. Anger is a hot grave. 

Samuel R. Tantalizing — a love of playing unkind 
tricks ; and I have a great many more. 

Mr. Alcott. I shoald like to have the deepest grave 
told. 

Susan. Disobedience and thoughtlessness. 

Mr. Alcott. Disobedience is the spade that digs 
the graves ; and sometimes it digs very deep graves. 

W. Augustus. Passions and appetites. 

Samuel R. Love of tantalizing is the deepest in me. 

(All the rest confessed to this sin, and Mr. Alcott made 
some observations upon the malignity that has. its 
germ in this habit qf tantalizing.) 

Mr. Alcott. But Lucia, you have not told. 

Lucia, (hesitating.) Impatience, I (relieve. 

^ . ^ . Mr. Alcott. How does the voice of the 

wiickening 

Agency of Son of God come to us m our graves? 

Conscience. -mr -rk ^-^ • 

Martha. By Conscience. 
George K. In repentance — Conscience is the voice 
of the Son of God. 

Mr. Alcott. As many as think that they have heard 
the voice of the Son of God may rise. 

(Several did.) 
Tell an instance. 

Charles. ' Afler I came from fishing the last time I 
went, when you talked to ipe about it. 

Andrew. When I put a little kitten's feet into the 
water to frighten it. 

George K. AAer I have plagued my sister. 
Lemuel. Once I put a little puppy, just born, into 
the frog pond. 
.( He seemed distressed in telling this, and all the others 

seemed to think it was particularly bad.) 
Mr. Alcott. All, who are in the habit of troubling 
your brothers and sisters knowingly, wilfully, may rise. 
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(A great many rose,) 
And all this time you were burying your brother and 
sister in the grave of anger and ill temper. Ellen does 
not know how much sin in her sister may have its origin 
in her want of patience and her unkindness. 

( Considerable conversation arose here on the responsi- 
bility of the tempers of others, especially of those 
younger than themselves, which seemed to impress 
the children very seriously.) 

What is meant by *' passed from death unto 

Sw:l. life"? 

Martha. Awakening of Conscience. 
Mr. Alcott. Why did the Jews seek to 

Persecution. ... t ^ 

persecute Jesus.** 
George K. I think they i*eally thought he had done 
wrong. 

(Sonie agreed,) 
Ellen. I donH — I think they hated him because he 
was so good. 

{Others.) 
Mr. Alcott. Who think as George does, that the 
Jews really thought it was wrong to cure the man on 
the Sabbath day f 

{Charles, Samuel R,, George, Martha, and Andrew,) 
How many think they knew it was not wrong? 

( The rest,) 
What was the feeling within them, do you think .^ 
Ellen. Jealousy, and malice, and spite. 
Charles. And envy. 

Mr. Alcott. Who among yon bave felt spite? 
{Many rose.) 
Who have felt jealousy? 

{Some,) 
Who have felt malignity — a love of hurting? 
{Many.) 
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What did Jesus mean by "My Father 
SpmVy***^ - worketh hitherto, and I work"? 

One. God works all the time. 
Charles. On Sunday as well as at other times. 
George K. God works in our Faculties. 

Mr. Algott. What did Jesus mean by 
m y o pin . .gj^yj^g q^^j ^^^ j^jg Father? 

Charles. The Father of his Spirit. God made 
Jesus — He was a part of God. 

George K. He was like God in goodness. 

£llen. He was God himself. 

Lemuel. He was equal in goodness. 

Mr. Alcott; Are you equal to God in Goodness? 
(None replied,) 
Is goodness in you like the goodness of God ? 
(Some,) 

George K. It don't seem to me that Jesus was 
equal with God exactly. 

Charles. Jesus had a decaying body on him — that 
was all th.e difference. 

Mr. Aloott. Was not the body God's, and has not 
God the Universe on him? Are you in God, or is God in 
you? 

Charles. I had rather think of myself in God, be- 
cause it seems as if we should be taken better care of. 

All. So I think. 

Andrew. I think " resurrection unto life " 
thrF^eih"'** means that, if we are good, we are carried 
into God ; but if we are bad we are not. 
Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by " the Son can 
do nothing of himself, "<&c.? 

Lemuel. The " Son " means our Spirits, and our 
spirits can do nothing without God's help. 
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Several. That is just what I think. 
Mr. Alcott. What faculty do all the senses obey? 
. Charles. The Spiritual Faculty. 
Mr. Alcott. Are the senses the imitators .^ 
Lemuel. Yes ; of the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. George, do you love to do 
Spirit *^^° things which your father does.^ 
George K. Yes. 

Mr, 'Alcott. What does it mean by saying " The 
Father loveth the Son and showeth him all thingis that 
himself doeth"? Whatl^ here signified by the Father 
and the Son ? 

Charles. God is the Father. 

Francis. The Son is our Spirits. 

Mr. Alcott. How does the Father show the Son, 
that is, how does God show our spirits all that he him- 
self does.^ 

Several. In our Spirits. By Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by 
RenovaUon. saying "t will show you yet greater 
things " ? 

Susan. Raise the dead bodies of people. 

Charles. It is a greater thing to raise men's spir- 
its out of wrong things and feelings, into right thoughts. 

George £. I think the crucifixion was a greater 
thing. 

Samuel R. I think the birth of a little child is 
greater than to do the miracle of raising the dead. 

Charles. I think it would be a greater . thing to 
raise us out of our appetites and passions. 

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by " The Son 
quickeneth whom he will". ^ 

George K. Puts Spirit into men. 
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Mr-. Alcott. What is meant by " The 

Father judgeth no man, but has committed 

all judgment unto the Son"? When you have done 

wrong, do you first condemn it yourself, before you feel 

that God does? 

Charles^ Yes; our conscience condemns us. 

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by "Honoring 
the Son even as you honor the Father "? 

Charles. Conscience is just like God, and if we 
do not mind conscience, we shall not honor God. 

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by this, *' Of my- 
self I can do nothing " ? 

Ixemixel. ' The body can do nothing alone. 

Andrew. God gives the power to do things. 

Mr. Alcott. ** As I hear I judge ; " what does that 
mean? 

Charles. As conscience told him, so he judged. 

Mr. Alcott. " My judgment is just." 

Charles. Yes ; because he judged by Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. And here is the principle of Justice ; 
he says "because I dp not seek mine own will," &c. 

Charles. He did not act from his own selfish incli- 
nations, but from what he thought was right and the 
will of God, and so he found, himself possessed of 
God's kind of power. 

Mr. Alcott. What is Will? 

Charles and Lemuel. Your determination. 

Andrew. Your desire. 
Ellen. Your wishes are your will. 

Mr. Alcott. The will wishes, desires, determines, 
chooses, acts; the will is the Spirit in action, even 
when we are determining to do something. 

Lemuel. Yes ) determining is an action. 

Mr. Alcott. Thought is will in the mind. Love 
is will in the heart, Lust is will in the body. 
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Now tell me what has been our subject 

Subject. j^^y, 

George K. Faith workiug id the body. 

Ellen. The evil arising from bad passions. 

Charles. The humility of Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. The subjection of Jesus to God. But 
take the subject out of Jesus. 

Charles. The subjection of the will of the Body to 
that of the Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the word that means the will 
in the body? 

Lemuel. Lust. 

Andrew. The will of the spirit is to do right ; the 
will of the body is to do wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. Our subject has been the resurrection 
of Spirit from the lusts of the Body ; the lifting up 
of the spiritual will out of the material will. That is 
the great subject on which Jesus wa« talking. It was 
introduced by his curing the impotence of the man at 
the pool of Bethesda. 



CONVERSATION XLYII. 

UNITY OP SPIKIT, 
COirSCIENTIOUSNESS. 



Review. — Convenatioa of Jesus with the Jews after the Core of the Impo- 
tent Man, from the Sacred Text. — Spiritual Insight. — Spiritual Blind- 
ness. — Spiiitual Evidence.. -~ Witness of Spirit. < — Immutability of Con- 
science. — Voice of Conscience. — Ubiquity of Conscience. — Practical 
Holiness. — Grounds of Faith. — Evidence of Consciousness. — Invisi- 
bility of Spirit. — ftecord of Spirit. — Duality of Spirit. — Subject. 

Mr. Alcott. What was our subject last 

Seview. ^. ^ 

timer 

Susan. Jesus was sought to be killed by the Jews, 
because they thought he made himself equal with God. 

Ellek. And because he healed a xnan on the Sab- 
bath day. 

Charles. The resurrection of life. 

George K. The rising of the Spirit out of the 
appetites and passions. 

Mr. Alcott here read the lesson. 

COJfTINUATIOir OF THE COITVERSATIOK ON HEALIITG THE 

IMPOTENT MAN. 

JoHic V. 31-47. 

Vnlsar JBm, ^* ^ . ,^ . 31 * If I bear witness of myself, my witness 

JuSan Period, Spiritual ;- not true 

4740. Testimony. " °®* *™®' 

H ^ t There is another that beareth witness of 

Jerusalem, jq^ . ^Qd I ]cqow that the witness which he witnesseth of me 

♦ Ch.viu. 14. '»^T^^' 

t Matt. iii. 17. 33 Ye sent unto John, % and he bare witness unto the 

tCh. i.7. truth. 

YOL. II. 20 
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Vulgar iEra, 97. 34 But I receive not testimony from man : . bat these 
'"^»*n^2"><*» things 1 say, that ye might be saved. 

35 He was a burning and a shining light : and ye were 
Jerusalem. willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

36 But I have greater witness than that of John : for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath 
sent me. 

* Hatt. iii. 17 ; 37 And the Father hfanself, which hath sent me, * hath 
xvii. 5. borne witness of me. Ye hava neither heard his voice at 

t Dfiut iv 12 ***y time, f nor seen bis shape. 

38 And ye have not his word abiding in you : for whom he 
hath sent, him ye believe not. 

39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life : and they are they which testify of me. 

40 And ye willuot come to me, that ye might have life. 

41 I receive not honor from men. 

43 But 1 know you, that ye have not the love .of Grod in 
you. 

43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me 
not: if another dhall come in his omtu name, him ye will 
receive. 
X Ch. xii. 43. 44 % How can ye believe, which receive honor one of 
another, and seek not the honor that comeOi from. Grod only ? 

45 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: 
there is oiu that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye 
trust. 

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed 
(^ Gren. iii. 15. me : $ for he wrote of me. 

Deut. xTui. 15. 47 gy^ jf y^ believe jiot his writin|^, how shall ye believe 
my words ? 



CHi^RLES. I like the forty-secon4 verse, 
Insight. Jesus knowing about their love of God. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by the love 
of God.J^ 
George B. Faith in God. 

Martha. I think Jesus knew that the Jews did not 
keep God's commandments. 
Mr. Alcott. Which commandment? 
George K. They did not keep the commandment of 
loving God, or they would not have found fault with 
JesUs.. 
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Mr. Alcott. How do you suppose Jesus knew 
tbem so well? 

George K. By their actions. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that he knew in any 
diflferent way from what you find out? 

Lemuel. I think Jesus knew because he made the 
men J for Jesus was God. 

Charles. I think Jesus knew so much about Human 
Nature, that he could tell what people thought, by the 
least expression of their faces, when they did not know 
they were betraying themselves. 

George K. I think God told Jesus in his Spirit — he 
sent an angel down. 

Mr. Alcott. What difference do you think there 
was in his and your communication with God? 

Charles. I think he was much more holy, and that 
that made him not know different kinds of things, but 
know the same things better. He thought more, he felt 
morej and his interviews were much more holy. 

Andrew. I like the forty-third verse — *' I 
BHadDcss. ^^ come," &c. I think his coming in bis 

Father's name means that he came to tell 
them there was a God., and to teach about God ; and 
they would not receive him because they did not care 
about such things ; but those who come in their own 
names are kings and people, who only think of them- 
selves and only talk about themselves. 

Charles. They did not like Jesus because he was 
so plain, and did not pretend to any thing, and talked 
about spiritual subjects, instead of about battles, and 
conquest, and worldly honors, and such things, 

George K. The reason they did not like Jesus was, 
that he was so simple and meek. He was not an out- 
ward, but an inward man, who talked about God. 
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Charles. They would have been glad of a man who 
would feast them ; they did not understand what he 
meant, so they thought it was very dull and dry. 

Mr. Algott. Why did they not understand? 

Charles. Because their minds were darkened by 
temptation. 

Mr. Alcott. How is it when Charles's mind is 
darkened by temptation ? 

Charles. Then I &m ais stupid and dull — 

Mr. Algott. What unfits us for receiving spiritual 
truth ? 

Lemuel. Intemperance — Self-indulgence. 

Charles. We are blinded. I do not un- 
IrUeSSl derstand what is meant by the thirty-first 
verse. I should think it meant that one 
should not rely on one's own views of one's self, and 
that others should not, Jesus could rely on himself, 
but he wanted to teach the people generally to get 
impartial witnesses, like John and others. 

George K. I think he did not choose to bear wit- 
ness of himself^ because that would seem like boasting ; 
but that John's witness would not seem so. 

Mr. Algott. Why did they think John's witness 
was true? 

£llek. Because he was a prophet^ and they be- 
lieved in him. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose a man should come and say 
with great earnestness, that he was Jesus Christ, and 
so that you knew he believed it himself; what would 
be in your mind? 

Charles. That he was insane. 



Mr. Alcott, Is there no internal evideoee 
Witaeii of ^f j^g ^^^^ ^j. ft^isehood of any thing ? 

Charles. Yes ; Reason. ^ 
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Mr. Alcott. Is Reason unerring? 
Oeorgis. K. Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. How many think it is Conscience that 
testifies to the truth f 

(^11 held up hands.) 
Recorder. Is there no such thing as a morbid or 
mistaken conscience? 

Mr. Alcott. A little while ago I heard two persons 
discussing the subject ; one said Conscience never erred ; 
but that Reason mistook its decisions ; the other that 
Conscience erred. What is your opinion — is it your 
conscience that errs, or your other faculties? 
(Most said Conscience never erred.) 

Charles. I know your opinion ; for you 
SSnce!^ °^ often tell us that Conscience should be 
obeyed. 
Mr. Alcott. Yes; Phope that I have always told 
you to obey Conscience. Do you think that Jesus' Con- 
science always spoke, and that his Reason always 
understood it ; and that he always obeyed it? 

{All held up hands,) 
How is it that some people do not hear the Conscience? 
Charles. Because they leave off obeying it, so that 
they cannot understand it. Intemperance dims the 
perception of Conscience. 

Mr. Alcott. Tell some instance. 

George K. Conscience does not speak to 
Conscience. ™e when I am doing a thing, but after- 
wards. 
Mr. Alcott. Does it not speak, or do you not 
hear ? Do you suppose you could hear it before, or 
when you were doing it, if you listjened? 
Georqe K. Yes. 

Emma. Mr. Alcott, I very often do* wrong things j 
but I always hear my conscience ; it speaks low even at 
first, and while I am doing wrong. 

30» 
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Mr. Alcott. Those boys, who hear the voice of 
Conscience sometimes speaking loud and of puoish- 
mentj may rise. 

(Jtfany rose.) 
Why does it speak loud ? 

Susan. Because it wants to keep us from doing 
wrong. 

George K. When you first begin to do wrong, it 
begins to speak low ; then it becomes loud ; and at last 
it gets tired, and the voice dies away. 

Mr. Alcott. What makes the ^oice die away? 

Charles. Because-you g^t deafened. 

Mr. Alcott. There is a friend at a distavee, whose 
lips are moving, and I hear him speak low words of 
warning ; I approach him and he grows louder, clearer, 
and more distinct. Again I see him speak to me, and I 
turn away from him. He raises his voice to make me 
hear, but I walk away, and away, till at last his loudest 
voice can no longer be heard. Is Conscience your 
friend ? 

Charles. Yes, it is our friend^ though we are some- 
times its foe. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. Have, you all heard the voice of 
Conscience ? 

Charles. I might as well pretend not to hear a 
cannon. 

Ma. Alcott. How many are hear Con- 

Ubiquity of spl^nre ? 
Conscience. science r 

Andrew. I am getting nearer and nearer ; 
and when I get up there I stay a good while. 
Mr. Alcott. You linger a while around it* 
( Others said they sometimes toent up to it and some- 
times ran away from it.} 
Where is Conscience ? 
Lemuel. In the Spirit. 
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Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I suppose that you caniiot think, 
cannot study, cannot . remember, unless you use your 
Conscience ; that every lesson you learn without the 
Sense of Duty is in vain. It never becomes any part of 
your mind. But only eai'nest love makes it one with 
your mind. 

What does Jesus mean by <' I need not the 

Practical ^^ .. n ,, a 

HodiDess. testimony of man"? 

{No answer.) 
How was John " a buj^ning and- shining light"? 

Nathav, By gpodness. 

Frajyk. Faith. 

L^HUEii. Love. 

Mr. Alcott. How does Love burn? 

GfiORGE K. Love is Conscience, and Conscience 
burns when we do wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. How did the works of Jesus bear 
witness that God had sent him? 

George K. His miracles proved that God 
was with him. ' His outward miracles were 
turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand. 

Andrew. And curing the sick ,and lame. 

Lemuel. And raising Lazarus. 

Martha. Raising the dead was inward. 

George K. Preaching is an inward miracle. 

Andrew. Casting out den)ans was inward. 

Another. Walking on the water was outward. 

George K. Making people good was inward. 

Mr. Alcott. If Jesus had come into the 
GroundB o vForW, and had flcOt walked on the water, or 
turned water into wine, or healed the par- 
alytic and impotent man, or raised Lazarus, sbauld you 
have still believed hin»? 
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George K. If he had preached as he did, I shoald 
have believed. 

Lemuel. And made people good. 

Mr. Alcott. Which kind of miracles proved him 
great f 

Susan. Both ; but the inward most. 

Samuel R. . I think no miracle could be altogether 
outward. 

George K. Yes ; raising the dead is very inward, 
for it requires an operation on the Spirit to set the lungs 
breathing. 

Mr. Alcott. And do you think that all outward 
filings begin inwardly? 

Emma. Mr. Alcott, I do not think that wickedness 
itself is entirely unspiritual, because without spirit the 
body can do nothing. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the greatest kind of miracle ? 

Nathan. Turning water into wine. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose I- should turn water into 
wine, should you have greater feeling of my power f 

{Ml rose.) 
Should you (lave greater confidence in my power to 
make you good? 

{Only Nathan rose.) 

What bore witness in Jesus, that he was 

Evideneeof rmod? 

Mant. God. 
Mr. Alcott. What bears witness in yoa ? 
Some. Conscience. 
Others. Your actions. 

Mr. Alcott. Your actions prove you come from 
God? Why jio you love? 
Lemuel. Because I cannot help it. 
George K. Because Conscience tells me. 



I 
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Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by say- 
|nvisibiiity of jjjg ., Ye have not seen God," &c. ? 

Lemuel. It means by the outward eyes. 

Mr. Alcott. How many of you think that God has 
a shape ? 

Lemuel. God is not a thing. 

Nathan. God is nothing. 

Ma. Alcott. Do you mean there is no God, or that 
God is not a thing? 

Nathan. God is not a thing, he is a Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. How do you know that he is? 

Lemuel. Because he holds every thing together. 

Mr. Alcott, What does it mean by ** And ye hav« 
not his word abiding in you"? 

Martha. The Bible is his word ; and the Bible 
prophesied there would be a Saviour ; and they did not 
believe. They were not conscientious. 

Francis. Conscience did not stay in them, because 
they did not mind it. 

Mr, Alcott. What if all Conscience was 
sphit.^ °^ written out in a book, what would the name 

of the book be ? 
Lemuel. The Bible. -^ 

Mr. Alcott. How did the Scriptures testify of 

Christ ? 

Martha. The prophets prophesied. They speak 
of Conscience and Reason, the two faculties of the 
Soul. 

Mr. Alcott. It says in the Bible, ''All 
Spiit!^**^ things are double.'' What does that 

mean ? 
Charles. Body and Spirit. 
Martha. Reason and Conscience. 
Charles. What is there double about God? 
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Mr. Alcott. Spirit and Matter. Nature and Man 
double God, and thus present him in appreciable 
forms to the senses. . 

What have we been talking about — what 
" ^**^ " ■* has been the general subject? 

Lemuel. About testimony. 

Mr. Alcott. What doeei Jesus testify to here? 

Lemuel. He testified of Spirit. 

Emma. Conscience — its testimony. 

Samuel R. Spirit, and Conscience, and God. 

Mr. Alcott. Conscience is the testimony or wit- 
ness of the Spirit in Man« Its testimony is ever true. 
It is the Law of God in the Soul. 



CONVERSATION XLVIII. 

SABBATH OP SPIRIT. 



HOLY TIME. 



Review. — The Disciples placking the fiars of Corn, froiri the Sacred Text. 
— Ideas of Labor. — Sunday Employments. — Sunday Readings. — Church- 
going. — End of Sunday or Sabbath. — Meditation. — Idea of Sunday Du- 
ties. — Devotion. — Cheerfulness. — Prayer, apontaneons and formal. — 
Lord's Prayer. — Spiritual Greatness. — Emblem. — Holiness. — Sabbath 
in the Soul. — Subject. 

As usual, Mr, Alcott began with remarks 
oview. ^^ bring their attention to the subject, and 

then asked what was the subject of the iast conversa- 
tion, (omitting the review of Wednesday.) 

Lucia. It was a subject, I remember, very difficult 
to get hold of, and which required a great deal of 
thought. 

Cbarlcs. It was about Witness pf Spirit. 

Most. Could not remember. 

Mr. Alcott. I am not surprised — it was on a very 
abstract subject. 

Charles. I do not know what abstract means. 

Mr. Alcott explained, and then read the last lesson, 
which revived the last conversation. He then read 
the lesson for the day. 
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THE DI8CIPLS0 PI^UCKIKG THE EARS OF CORN OX THE 

SABBATH DAT. 

Matt. zii. 1-8. Mauk ii. 33 to the end. Luxa vi. 1-5. 



Vnlgar iEra, 27. Julian Period^ 4740. 
In a Prctgreas. 



Luke vi. 1. 



Hatt. xii 1. 

Mark ii. 23. 
Matt. xii. 1. 
Luke vi* 1. 
Matt. xii. S. 



Mark ii. 24. 
Luke vi. 2. 

Luke vi. 3. 
Mark ii. 25. 
Luke vi. 3. 
Mark ii. 25. 

Mark ii. 26. 

Luke vi. 4. 

Matt. xii. 4. 

Matt. xii. 5. 

Matt. xii. 6. 
Matt* xii. 7. 



Holv Time ^^^ '^ ^'^^ ^ ^"' °" ^^° aeeond Sabbatii 
after the first, that he went throngh the 
com-fieldfl : 
and his disciples were an hungered, and began to pluck the 
ears of corn 
as they went, 
and to eat, 
rubbing them in their faandk. 

But wben the Pharisees saw U, they said unto him, Be- 
hold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath day. 

Why do they on the Sabbath day that which is not lawful ? 
And certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye 
that which is liot lawful to do on the Sabbath days ? 

And Jesus, answering them, 
said unto them. Have ye never read 
so much as this, * what David did, . 

when he had need, and was an hungered, he, and they that 
wore with him ? 

How he went into the house of God in the days of Abia- 
thar the high priest, and did 

take, and eat the show-bread, and gave also to them that 
were with him, which 

was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them that were 
with him, f but only for the priests ? 

Or haye ye not read in the X law, how that, on the Sab- 
bath days,. the priesfai in the temple profane the Sabbath and 
are blameless ? 

But I say unto you, that id this place is one greater than 
the temple. 

But if ye had known what this meaneth, $ I will have 
mercy, and n.ot sacrifice, ye would not have eoodenmed the 
guiltless. 



* 1 Sam. xxi..6. 
X Num xxviii. 9. 



t Exod. xxix. 32, 33. Lev. viii. 31 and xxiv. 9. 
$ Hob. vi. 6. Matt. ix. 13. 
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Vnlgar iEra^ 37. Jalian Period, 4740. 
In a Progr««s. 



Mark ii. fP. And he said unto them, The Sabbath wa« made for maO| 

and not man for the flabbath : 
Mark ii. Si8. Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath. 

Mr. A1.C0TT. What interested you? 

Lucia. I liked the fourth verse, and I 
Labor.** know why, but I cannot tell. What is the 

show bread f 

Mr. Alcott. The showbread was prepared for the 
priests^ and for thein alone. . 

Charles. I liked the second vers6. It was not law- 
ful according to their law. They made their own law. 

Mr. Alcott. That law was made by Moses. 

Charles. They did not understand it right. 

Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake? Was it in. 
the nature of the work ? 

Charles. They thought every thing was work. 

Mr. Alcott. What distinction is there in work? 

Charles. Wprk of the hands, and work of the 
spirit. The Pharisees did not consider. 

Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake, as to the 
nature of work? 

George K. They were mistaken — they 
Impioyments. thought they ought to think on the Sabbath 
day, and not to do any thing else. 

Lemuel. I think the Pharisees did not understand. 

Mr. Alcott. What part of their nature was 
wrong? 

Lemuel. I don't know. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the proper work for Sunday ? 
That will explain your ideas. 

Herbert. Going to church. 

VOL. II. 31 
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Nathan. Reading. 
Reading. Andrbw. Going to churefa, and not play- 

ing all the time as on week days. We 
may read other books beside the Bible, such as Psalm 
books. 

GoRiNNA. Watts's Hymns. 
Edward J. Pilgrim's Progress* 
Nathan. I read any book I can get. 
Mr. Alcott. Such as Oerman Popular Tales .^ 
Nathan. Yes ; if I could get it. 
Mr. Ai^coTT. Would it he right? 
Nathan. No; but I do. 

Mr. Alcott. All who think it right to select their 
reading on Sunday, may rise. 

{Almost all rose,) 
All who read what they please-^ any thing they can 
get, may rise, 

{Nathan and Edward J.) 
Andrew. I generally read in -the Bible, when I read 
on Sunday ; and sometimes I draw. 

Mr. Alcott. What other ways of spcnd- 
ing Sunday are there r 
W. AnousTUS. Going to Church. 
Charlesw We should go to Church to hear, and 
understand, and think about the sermon ; but if we go 
because other people go, it is better to stay at home. 
Franklin. I think so too. 

George K. I think it is not the going to Church, 
but the hearing, and thinkings and improving. . 

Mr. Alcott. ^What is Sunday for? 
n o an ay. puj^j^j^^iN. To learn and think about 
moral subjects — to make resolutions, &c\. 

Mr. Alcott. Which of our faculties is Sunday 
for? 
Franklin. The Spiritual. 
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Mr. Algott. How is tho body to be used that day 
— should you indulge your appetites — should you eat 
and drink a great deal- on Sunday? 

All. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Should you be disobedient to ^your 
parents ? 

All. No* 

Mr. Alcott. Should you get angry, and be unkind 
to your brothers and sisters ? 

All. No. 

Emma. I should not think that it would be right to 
be disobedient, or to do any of those things on any other 
day. 

Mr. Alcott. Would it be worse to do those wrong 
things on Sunday thau on any other day? 

Charles. Yes ; for it is a day especially set apart 
for thinking about right and wrong, and all the reasons 
for doing right. 

Mr. Alcott. i should like to have some of the 
little boys tell me what Sunday is for — I want a little 
bey's Sunday, not a grown up person's. 

SsTfiRAL. To make us better: 

Mr. Alcott. Oh yes ; every body^ has said that 
always ; but I want to know what is to be done. 

Edward C. We should go to Church. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the object of going to 
Church? 

Edward C. Goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. Whose goodness, the Church's? 

Edward C. The person's who goes to Church. 

William C. To learn about Spirit, and to go to 
Church, and read, and think, so as to learn. 

Charles. I think the Church does a great deal of 
good by supporting the minister. 

George K. And it holds the people. 



344 RBCOAD aF COirVE&SATIONS. 

Lemuel. We go to Church to learn bow to keep 
our spirit pure, and to repent. 

Mr. Alcott. Describe repentance. 

Lemuel and Others. I cannot. 

George K. It is brought about by Conscience 
speaking ; you listen and feel you do wrong. 

Charles. I think the use of Sunday is to 
take us from outward things, and carry us 
inward — to think about God. Thinking is an action. 

Mr. Alcott. What makes a thought good ? 

Charles. What you think about. It does good to 
think, at any rale. It always does yourself good. 

Lemuel. You must practise what you think. 

Mr. Alcott. Give me a description of a Sunday, 
for a little boy. 

George K. He should get up early, after 
DuUes. ^^ ^^ ^^ has rested ; he should pray thanks. 

(Host the rest, because three spoke together, 
I only retained LemueVs,) 

Mr. Alcott. Is getting up the first thing? I want 
you to begin while he is asleep. 

Lemuel. "He should wake up, and pray to be made 
good ] he should go down and read his Bible ; and should 
eat but little breakfast, so as not to be dull and be un- 
able to think ; and then he should study his Sunday 
School lesson, think about it, and behave very well 
at Sunday School, and walk still, and not play, be- 
cause there shquld not be noise. And when he is in 
Church, he ought not to whisper, but try to understand 
the sermon ; and if he cannot understand, ask his 
parents ; then he should not eat any meat for dinner ; 
and should keep very still at intermissfon ; and then if 
he does not go to Church, he should read and think 
about it ; and then at supper, he should eat bread and 
milk ; then he ought to read in the evening. 
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Mr. Alcott. Where are father and mother — 
brothers aud sisters? 

Lemuel. He should be kind to them. 

George K. If you have younger brothers and 
sisters, and they do not know how to read, you should 
read to them spiritaal stories. 

Charles. Then just before going to bed 

Devotion. * u ^ 

you should say your prayers. 
Mr. Alcott. Say your prayers ? 
Charles. Think your prayers. 
George K. Act your prayers. 

Charles. You should think of the baby, 
and then you will get good. And, that 
thing puts me in mind about the right way of passing 
Sunday ; that it should be easy, and you should smile. 
A little baby smiles, and you should smile back again ; 
for a little baby is perfectly good, and would not smile 
if it was wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. And if your neighbour were sick? 
Charles. And should get well, you should smile, 

Mr. Alcott. You spoke of saying prayers 
rayerg. — what prayers are best, those learned by 

heart, or those which you make yourself? 

Several. Those you make yourself. 

Charles. I should not think it made any difference, 
if you understood them. 

Lemuel. And if you felt them. 

Mr. Alcott* Would you say the same prayer if you 
had been good or bad ? 

Lemuel. You can say the prayer of repentance, 
when you are bad« 

Mr. Alcott. How do you say a prayer of repent- 
ance ? 

Lemuel. You feel sorry, and resolve to do so no 
more. 

2t* 
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Mr. Alcott. How many of you are in the practice 
of saying a prayer that has been taught you? 
{Almost aU rose.) 
Charles. I say Jesus' prayer — but something else 
besides. 

Mr. Alcott. How many say prayers of 
Foraiai Pray«r. y^ur own entirely r 

{All sai down, and none rose,) 
How many add a little to the prayors that they have 
learned ? 

{Almost all rose again.) 

Charles. There is one thfng I do not 
'^7^^' understand. In the evening you cannot 
say, ''Give us this day our daily bread," because it is 
not day. I generally alter it and say nightly rest instead 
of bread. 
Welles. You can say " day by day." 
George K. I have heard it said that that sentence of 
the prayer showed that it.was to be said every day. 

Mr. Alcott. Now let us return to the text. What 
do you say about the disciples' going through the corn- 
fields and plucking the ears of corn and rubbing them 
in their hands? 

Charles. Why it is only a plain fact ; there is 
nothing to be said about it. They were hungry and 
wanted corn ; they rubbed it in their hands, because 
they had no other way of getting it out. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by a greater 
GroaiDMs. thau the temple? 

Charles. Himself. 
Lemuel. It means that a Spirit is greater than a 
Temple. 
Mr. Alcott. What is meant by its being greater? 
Lemuel. It is not greater in space, but greater in 
goodness ; the temple had no goodness. 
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Mr. Alcott. Are there any other Spirits, than that 
of Jesus, greater than a temple? 

Lemuel. Yes ; any body is. 

Andrew. A body is not greater than the Temple, 
but a spirit is. 

Mr. Alcott. In what sense is the Spirit greater 
than the temple? 

Several. In goodness. 

Mr. Alcott. How are you greater than the temple 
we are in ? 

Franklin. In goodness. 

Charles. And in imagination ; for we can spread 
our thoughts wider and higher than the temple. 

Mr. Alcott. Is a drunkard greater than a temple? 

Several. No. 

Franklin. Yes ; I think he is a little greater ; for the 
smallest particle of spirit is greater than the . largest 
temple. 

Lemuel. Even a drunkard is not all bad. 
( The rest assented to these last ideas.) 

Mr. Alcott. What is the holiest temple to wor- 
ship in ? 

Lemuel and Others, The body. 

Franklin. The drunkard's body is the temple of the 
appetites. 

Mr. Alcott. Do the appetites have so holy a thing 
as a temple? do they always make a temple of the body? 
One. No ; a market-house, sometimes. 
Lemuel. A distillery. 

Francis. A pig-stye. 

Another. A grog-shop. 

Mr. Alcott. Is a drunkard's body a temple in 
ruins, telling of former greatness? 

Charles. Oh yes I that is a beautiful way to express 
it! 

Mr. Alcott. Is a proud man greater than the 
temple ? 
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Lemuel and Others. Yes. 

Franklin, A proud man may be good in other 
things. 

Charles. He is a peacock — the greater he thinks 
himself the smaller he is. 

Mr. Alcott. What does the seventh verse mean? 

Andrew. It means that if they had known what 
Jesus meant and understood him, they would not ha^e 
thought him guilty of any thing wrong. 

Mr. Alcott. How is the Son of man 
Lord of the Sabbath day? 
Charles. Goodness governs the Sabbath, and Jesus 
was Goodness. 

Franklin. The Sabbath is an emblem of holy time. 
Lemuel. The Sabbath day Was time, and Jesus was 
better than time. 

Charles. The Sabbath day is time, and Jesus is 
eternity. 

Mr. Alcott. What does Son of Man mean ? 
Lemuel. Jesus — he was the son of Joseph. 
Mr. Alcott. Are any of you Lord of the Sabbath 
day? 

{None thought so.) 

Mr. Alcott. What does Jesus mean in 

ufi^s'oJi!" the verse in which he says " The Sabbath 

^ was made for man, and^not man for the 

Sabbath " ? 

Lemuel. The Sabbath would not have been made if 

man had not been made first. 

Andrew. Man does not make the Sabbath him- 
self; but it is made for him, and other people tell him 
of it, and that it is to make him better. 

Mr. Alcott. Which is the inferior, the time in 
which we worship, or the worshipper? 
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All. The time is inferior. 

Ma. Alcott. "VVho among you think the Sabbath 
has been made for you by others, and who think they 
themselves have made their Sabbath? 
( They did not seem to understand these questions, and 
did not respond either way, ) 
Who keep Sunday out of their own mind? Who like 
to have it come, like to read, like to go to Church, like 
to think, are grateful for the day, &c. ? 

(^Almost all rose,) 
Who prefer other days to Sunday? 
{George B, and Edward J,) 
Edward J. I do not care a great deal about it, one 
way or the other. 

( The rest liked Sunday,) 

Mr. Alcott. What is the subject of this 
^ ^^^ ' day's conversation?. Now all wait and 

think before you speak. 

Nathan and Emma. What Sunday is for. 

Samuel R. How to spend Sunday. 

Adrew and Others. The best way to spend 
Sunday. 

Franklin. How to spend and improve Sunday. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you take the sul^ect out of Sun- 
day ? Have we riot said something about forms? 

Nathan. Ob yes ; to avoid outward things has been 
a part of the subject. 

Franklin. How to avoid forms. 

Charles. Will not that answer do ? 

Mr. Alcott. Nothing will do, but to have you 
think. I expect the truth from you, because I deem it 
within you. 

Charles. You always keep asking and asking, till 
you get some particular word for the subject, and then 
you say, Yes, I understand that. 
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Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I ask and ask, till I get some- 
thing fit and worthy; but I am not thinking, gener- 
ally, of any particular answer. Sometimes I ask 
because I do not think myself, and hope that you will 
find some word that will embody the spirit, of the con- 
versation. Sometimes, always, indeed, I seek to assist 
you by my questions in finding the answer, by the free 
exercise of your own minds. All truth is within ; my 
business is to lead you to find it in your own Souls. 
Your YES and no, when you think freely, declare the 
fact that you have found it, or have failed in your quest 
of it. The spirit says yes, or no ; implying that the 
truth is or is not made conscious to its vision. We 
never know nor see all of ourselves. 



CONVERSATION XLIX. 

SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL RELATIONS. 

APPETITES AND PASSIONS. 



Review. — Healing of the Withered Hand, from the Sacred Text. — Anger 
and Indignation. — Paralysis. — Awe of Holiness. — Illustration. — Self- 
Knowledge. — Self-Insight. — Phases of Spirit. — Self- Indulgence. — 
Coontenancd of Spirit. — Emblems of the Passions. — Idea of the Scene. 
— Emblem. — Idea of the Cure. — Centres of Action. — Physiology and 
Psychology. — Identity of Spirit. — Spiritual Nurture. — Origin of Dis- 
ease. — Seat of Appetite. — Hunger. — Organs of Appetite. — Seat of 
Hanger. — Opinions of the Children. — Subject. — Method of the Conver- 
sations. 



Review. 



Mr. Alcott. Why do I commence the 
conversation by asking what we talked 
about last f 

Lemuel. Because the conversations are joined to- 
gether. 

Andrew. Because, to understand one helps us to 
understand the next — because they are all one. 

(^Others repeated these ideas. Some did not know 
any reason ; and Mr, Jilcott explained by analo- 
gies,) 
Mr. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus .^ 
Charles. In the cornfields near Jerusalem. 
Mr. Alcott. He was near Jerusalem, and I shall 
now read. 
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THX HEALING Or THE WITHERED HAND. 



Matt. xii. 9 - 15. Mark iii. 1-7. Luke vi. 6-12. 



Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740. 
In A Progrress. 



Matt. xii. 9. 
Luke vi. 6, 
Mark iii. 1. 
Matt. xii. 9. 
Luke vi. 6. 
Matt. xii. 10. 
Luke vi. 6. 
Luke vi. 7. 
Mark iii. 2. 
Luke vi. 7. 
Luke vt. 8. 



Matt. xii. 10. 
Luke vi. 9. 



Mark iii. 4. 
Matt. xii. 11. 



Matt. xii. 12. 

Mark iii. 5. 
Luke vi. 10. 
Mark iii. 5. 

Matt. xii. 13. 

.Matt. xii. 14. 
Luke vi. 11, 
Mark iii. 6, 
Matt. xii. 14. 
Luke vi. 11. 

Matt* xii. 14. 



Praotical 
Holiness, 



And when he was departed thence, 
it came to pass also on another Sabbath that 
he entered again 
he went into their synagogue, 
and taught. 

And, behold, there was a man 
whose right hand was withered. 

And the Scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether 
he would heal him on the Sabbath day : that they might 
find an accusation against him. 

But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which 
had the withered hand. Rise up. and stand forth in the midst. 
And he aiose, and stood forth. 

And they asked him, saying. Is it lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath days ? that they might accuse him. 

Then said Jesus unto them^ I will ask you one thing ; li 
it lawful on the Sabbath days to do good or to do evil? to 
save life or to destroy it ? 
Bat they held their peace. 

And he said unto them, What man shall there be among 
you, that shall have Q.ne sheep, and if it fall into a pit od 
the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 

How much then is a man better than a sheep .^ Wheie- 
fbre it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days. 

And when he had looked round about on them 
upon them all 

with anger ; being grieved for the hardness of their hearts : 
he saith unto the man. Stretch forth thine harfd. 
And he stretched it forth j and it was restored whole, like s< 
the other. 

Then the Pharisees 
were filled with madness, and (they) 
went forth with the Herodians, and straightway 
held a councii against 'him ; 

and communed one with another, what they might do to 
Jesus, (and) 
how thej might destroy him, ' 
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Charles. I don't think it is right for the 
i^dil^at^oii. Evangelist to say that he looked round with 
anger — I don't think he ever was angry. 
I think it means indignation. 

Georgb K. He looked angry. 

Lucia. He felt indignation. 

Franklin. I think they mistook the iadignation for 
anger. 

Mr. Alcott. Is the look of indignation different 
from that of anger f 

Emma. The look of indignation is not like that of 
anger. 

Charles. No ; there is disdain in indignation — 
contempt for meanness. I don't think you can feel 
indignation without something of contempt. 

Mr. Alcott. Can anger be mistaken by the good? 

Some. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Are they likely to do so, unless ttiey 
are easily angry themselves? 

Some. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Did Mark mistake? 

Charles. Perhaps Mark was angry himself, and so 
thought Jesus was angry. 

Recorder. The word anger, in the time this trans- 
lation of the Scriptures was made, did not mean any 
thing wrong. It merely meant trouble, agitation. 
Thus St. Paul says, '* Be angry and sin not ; " and in 
another part of the Bible it says, "God is angry with 
the wicked every day." 

Mr. Alcott. Anger generally refers to persons, and 
iadignation to principles. I do not think any degree of 
anger is right on any occasion. 

Franklin. Is not a withered hand merely 
Paraij.i.. a palsied hand ? 

VOL. II. S3 
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Mr. Alcott. It arises from a paralysis of the 
nerves of motion. The machinery by which the soul 
acts on the -hand is out of order. 

George K. I like the tenth and eleventh verses; 
" And behold there was a man, &c.'' I was interested 
in their asking whether it was lawful to heal on the 
Sabbath days? It was a catch. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did they wish to do this.^ 

George K. They wanted to hear what he could say. 

Lemuel. They wanted to accuse him before Pilate. 

Franklin. When Jesus asked his ques- 
iioiinet3. tions, they held their peace, because they felt 

awe, they felt that they were in the wrong. 
Charles. That shows some good in them. 
Franklin. I used to think they were struck dumb, 
hut now I see that they felt awe. 

Mr. Alcott. Who has felt this awe sometimes 
among you ? 

{Several.) 

Two little girls were standing in the parlor 

with their mother ; and their father, looking 
over his papers, found a beautiful picture, and gave it 
to the oldest little girl ; and her sister, who was youn- 
ger, in a moment of jealousy, said, '* I don't like father." 
And her father said, " I will give you a picture ; " and 
he found another and gave it to her. And she said that it 
was not so pretty — that she did not like her sister. And 
their father said to the oldest, " Will you give your 
beautiful picture to your little sister? " and she gave it 
to her immediately; but the younger sister did not look 
pleased. She held her head down^ and looked unhappy. 
ByiB and bye her father said to her, " Which is the best 
girl, the one who gives away her picture, or the one who 
takes it?'' She replied, '' the one who gives it away." 
Soon the father went out of the room ; and the little 
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girl followed him, and said, ^* Father, I am going to 
give this picture back again ; '' and so she went and 
gave it back to her sister. Why was thisf 

Franklin. She was overawed. 

Charles. I should think that she would not have 
taken it in the first place. 

Mr. Alcott. She is a very little girl, not four years 
old. How many of you understand the iTK)vements of 
that little girl's mind? 

{Several held up hands.) 
Do you think that the generosity of the sentiment 
expressed by Jesus, about saving the body on Sunday or 
any day, and the illustrations he used, overawed them? 
{They held up hands.) 

What do you think of the questions of 
now ge. jg^yg^ c« ig jj lawful to do good or to do 

evil on the Sabbath day "? 

George K. By asking that question they could an- 
swer their own. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you observe that he oAen talked in 
this interrogative way? 

Charles. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. How was he able always to strike at 
the state of their minds? Why was it that he knew 
their states of mind? 

Lucia. He knew about Human Nature by having 
studied himself, 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you have some 
of this knowledge, by which you can discover what 
is going on in other people's minds? 

{George K. held up his hand.) 
What is the innermost feeling in me now? 
{None answered but George K.) 

George K. That we should attend. Sometimes I 
answer a question by asking another. ' 
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Mr. Alcott. And bo you understand this method of 
Jesus? Who knows something of Human Nature, and 
can tell what is going on within others' minds? 
(Not many,) 

I will see whether I know. 
fl - nsig . ^jj^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ madg personal remarks^ 

09 to the present state of their minds, and asked 
whether he was r^^ht. Most acknowledged that he 
was right,) 
Mr. Alcott. Now what is my thought? 
Several. You want us to attend. 
Mr. Alcott. How could Jesus know people-s 
thoughts ? By the same method of discovery that you 
would, if you discovered them? 

Gorge K. Yes : he learnt it as we learn 
SpStf ** ^^^^ people are happy by their smrle. 

Charles. He thought first of their words, 
then their manners, then their faces. 

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that faces mean more to 
some people than to others? 

Charles. Because they understand — they examine 
faces. 

Mr. Alcott. What is it that tells ? 
Charles. The Spirit — the judgment. 
Lemuel. Other people's spirits were like his ; and 
he knew his own, and so he knew others'. 
Mr. Alcott. Why don't we know? 
Fraivklin. Because we do not choose tatry. 
Mr. Alcott. What gives the face its expression^ 
Frank. Mind. Spirit. 
Lemuel. Thoughts and feelings^ 

Mr. Alcott. What effect does self-indul- 

8eIf-[ndalgeDce. s * ..i ^ i 

gence give to the face? 
Franklin. It makes people's facea pale. 
Lemuel. It makes the face red. 
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Mr. Alcott. Who think that the shape 
of*SpirS?°^^ of the face is made by the predominaDt 
feelings and thoughts? 

(Almost alL) 
Who think the appetites and passions do not affect the 
face ? 

(^Some.) 
Who think that your faces are as expressive as they 
would have been, had you lived as you ought? 

{None held up hands.) 

You may give me some emblems of indig- 
aBbijm.ofthe nation, when it shows itself forth in the 
-face. 
(No answer for a long time,) 
How did Jesus look? 

Francis. He looked sorrowful. 

Lucia. There was some degree of contempt. 

Mr. Alcott. Can you give an emblem of anger? 

Charles. A tiger. 

Franklin. The elephant is indignant. 

Andrew. The hyena is the emblem of anger, 

Mr. Alcott. Give an emblem of love, 

George B. An angel*. 

Lemuel. A dove. 

Mr. Alcott. An emblem of revenge^ 

George B. An Indian, 

Charles. A lion. 

Franklin. Apollyon. 

Mr. Alcott. That is factitious. 

Franklin. No more so than an angel. 

Charles. Certainly not. 

Mr. Alcott. Your emblems this morning do not 
seem to come ; there is little imagination in them^ 

32» 
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Ms. Alcott. Gould you paiat Jesus look- 
idea of the . ijg ^^^^^ ^^ ^j^g multitude ? 



Lucia. I eaa describe how be stands, but 
cannot describe his look. 

( Oiher$ expre$$€d the $a$ne, ) 
Lemuel. I think be had a slight scoTvl. 
Charles. Ob no ; Jesus never had a scowl ; he was 
loehing down upon them. 

Mr. Alcott. • Why did Jesus speak of 
raismg a sheep out of tbe pitr 

Charles. He knc^w that tbey valued their property, 
and he gave that as an emblem. 

Mr. Alcott. What two objects was he trying to 
value I 

Emma. A sheep and a man. 

Mr. Alcott. And if tbey would save a sheep on 
the Sabbath day — 

Charles. Why should tbey not save a inaA ? 

' Francis. The man stands before Jesus — 
MeMofthe Q^^j^g^^ K. And looks full of faith ; and 

when Jedus told him to stretch his hand 
forth, he stretched it out immediately. 

Charles. It took some little time to get tbe muscles 
into play. 

Mr. Alcott. Now tell me how you think it was 
done ; how was it brougbt about — tbis healing of tbe 
withered arm? 

Charles. The man knew Jesus was in the midst of 
his enemies, and bis calling tbe man out gave him 
faith that he would cure him ; and tben Jesus stopped 
to ask questions to the rest, which made the man a little 
impatient ; and when Jesus spoke to him, he was quite 
ready to hold out his hand. 
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Mr. Alcott. Did the outward circumstances cure 
the man? 

Charles. Together with the inward circumstances. 
Mr. Alcott. What were the inward circumstances? 
You must exert your minds and tbiiik. 

Lemuel. Jesus' faith in God that he could, cure, and 
the man's faith that he could be cured. 

Mr. Alcott. Is the cure rendered remarkable bj 
the fact, that people are standing round doubting — and 
that it is the Sabbath day? 

{Several,) 
Now tell how faith acts on the nerves, blood, muscles, 
&c., and cures the hand. 

Charles. I don't know enough about physiology to 
tell. 
Mr. Alcott. Give your conjectures. 
CHARLESi I don't know how the nerves are con- 
nected with the soul. 

(Mr. Alcott described the two centres of tht 
Aet^! ®^ nerves ; the one in the brain^ the other in the 
pit of the stomach, and described how the 
body was formed, and then asked the question again. 
There was no answer.) 
Mr. Alcott. Is it a mystery ? 
All. Yes. 

Charles. Somebody else must find it out. 
Mr. Alcott. What knowledge do you lack? 

Charles. Knowledge of Body and Spirit 

Physiology and u _ ^i. 
Psychology. DOtU. 

,Mrv Alcott. Do you suppose that you 
shall ever come to such a degree of knowledge, both of 
Bodies and Souls, that you shall know all about forma- 
tion, diseases, &e., so that you shall be enabled to 
know how this withered arm was healed ? 
{There was no answer.) 
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Who think Jesus not only did the miracles, but under- 
stood how they were done? 

(^Several held up hands.) 

Charles. He could not do them unless he knew 
how. 

Mr. ALCoi*T. Do you not do some things without 
knowing how they are done — breathing for instance? 
(^Several held up hands,) 

Lemuel. But Jesus knew more than we do about 
breathing. If we knew about healiug, as he did, we 
could do miracles also. 

Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know? 

Lemuel. He was a part of God. 

Charles and Franklin. He was God. 
stl?u?^ ^^ Andrew. He was no more God than we 
all were, when we were born. 

Charles. He used his God more — I mean he used 
himself more. 

Andrew. We were all God when we were babies ; 
but have lost our goodness, and Jesus did not ; and so he 
was always God, and we are not. 

Charles. That is what I think. 

Lemuel. And I think just like Andrew. 

Franklin. And L 

Mr. Alcott. Was God ever a little baby? 

Charles. No ; he is in the baby -^ in all babies. 

Mr. Alcott. What part of the baby is not good? 

Charles. The body. 

Mr. Alcott. Oh, then I understand that you think 
Spirit and God are exactly the same. But should we not 
rather say Godlike? 

Several. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know what he knew? 
Are we, or those who come afler us, to know how soul 
and body are united? and how? 
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Martha. Yes ; by reading the Bible and becoming 
good. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose two people, very 
Nurture. Wise, and knowing all about the spirit 

and the botly, to have a child free from 
all diseases, pv tendencies to disease ; and abte to 
arrange every thing about the life of the child as 
they wish, and to give all the good influences — do 
you think that this child, .when it grew up, would be 
just like Jesus Christ, and could work miracles as he 
did.^ Or suppose him to have done wrong a very little, 
but to have repented fully ; would he do almost as Jesus 
did.^ 

Franklin. Not unless he could resist temptation. 

Mr. Ai.<:ott. But suppose he had, or repented. 

Charles. That child would not have had the 
temptations of Jesus. 

Mr. Alcott. That wanders from the subject — 
but do you think this child, thus trained, could do mira- 
cles ? 

(^Two held up hands,) 

Charles. But he had done wrong a few times. I 
cannot satisfy my mind on the subject. 

Samuel R. I cannot say one or the other. 

George K. I don't think he could. 1 cannot imag* 
ine that any body else should do such miracles as Jesus 
did. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the knowledge of 
dIkmb! the body equal, would a physician acqaint- 

ed with the soul be better than one who 
did not understand the soul? 
Several. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think diseases generally be* 
gin in the bodyf 
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(Several,) 
Do any think that they begin in the soul? 

{Martha and Others.) 
Charles. Sickness oomes from too much eating and 
drinking, which is done by the body. 

Mr. Alcott. Is the body the eater and 

ApVeUta. drinker? 

(Several said yes,) 

Nathan. No ; the Spirit. 

Charles. Does the spirit eat and drink. ^ 

Mr. Alcott. Does a dead body eat and drink. ^ 

Francis. No ; because the spirit is not there to 
move the body. 

LuciA. I think the spirit eats and drinks through the 
body. 

Mr. Alcott. How? 

Francis. The will moves the body. 

Charles. The spirit does not eat and drink, I am 
sure. 

Andrew. The spirit makes the body cat, and geta 
all the good ; but it could not eat without a body. 

Mr. Alcott. Which is the eater? 

Andrew. The body eats, but the spirit sets it in 
motion. 

George K. The spirit does not eat, it makes the 
body eat. 

Franklin. When the spirit leaves the body, the 
spirit does not eat. 

Mr. Alcott. What hungers? 

""^ ^' Several. The Body. 

Some. The Spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Does a dead body hunger? 

George K. No ; then the spirit must. - 

Mr. Alcott. Which is the hungerer and thirster 
and eater? 
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George K. Why, I suppose it must be the spirit 
then. 

Mr. Alcott. Does the eye see? 
Appetites, Francis. Yes ; but the spirit mnkes it see. 
Mr. Alcott.^ Does the hand touch .^ 

Several. Yes ; but the spirit moves it. 

Mr. Alcott. Does the knife cut? 

Several. Yes ; but the hand uses it. 

Lemuel and Lucia. No ; it is the spirit uses it. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think, that the organs used 
for mastication have any power of their own? 

Charles. No; but the spirit gives them power. 

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that you think the body 
sees and hears, eats and drinks? 

Charles. The spirit sees and bears, but does not 
eat and drink. 

Martha. The spirit eats and fixes the food and 
builds it upon the body. 

Mr. Alcott. Has your spirit the appetite? 

Charles. No ; the body has the appetite. 

Mr. Alcott. What organ of your body? 

Several. The mouth. 

Mr. Alcott. What moves the mouth? 

Several. The spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the connexion between th« 
spirit and the mouth? 

Charles. I do not think any one can tell that. 

Mr. Alcott. It is very simple, if you will think. 
What makes the spirit act on the body ? 

Several. Hunger. 

Mr. Alcott* Where is hunger, io the 
K. Boulorthe body? 

Several. In the soul. 
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Charles. In the body. The soul does not hunger 
for food. 

Mr. Alcott. What aots in hunger? 

Charles. The stomach wants something to do. 

Mr. Alcott. Does the hunger begin to act on the 
stomach, or the stomach act on the hunger? 

Charles. We are so made that we hunger at times ; 
and the spirit directs the action of the body when 
it hungers, and makes it eat; but the spirit does 
not hunger for food. The spirit hungers for inward 
things, and directs the body and makes it eat ; it does 
not get the food into itself. 

Mr. Alcott. But the spirit surely gets the good 
from the act of eating, does it not? 

Charles. The spirit causes the body to eat, and the 
effect of the body's eating is good on the spirit ; but the 
effect is not the cause. 

Mr. Alcott. The effect is always Involved in the 
cause. Did you ever hear these words — " Blessed are 
ye, when ye shall hunger and thirst aAer righteous- 
ness " ? 

Charles. I said the spirit hungered after inward 
things, but the body afler material things. I think 
there is something low in making the spirit hunger 
after food. 

Mr. Alcott. Yet the spirit must take care of the 
body, supply its waste and build it up, as it tends to 
decay. 

Andrew. Mr. Alcott, I do not think that the soul 
hungers, because it makes the body hunger, any moi*e 
than that the man is~the house, because he builds it. 

Mr. Alcott. Those, who agree with 
Se ChUd?in. Charles, may hold up their hands. 

{^One or two did,) 
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Those who thiDk that the Spirit hungers, may hold up 
their hands. 

(Several did,) 
I am uuable to decide this question. • 

Charles. Then why do you reason against me, 
and bring up every argument that you can against what 
I say? 

Mr. Alcott. I do not reason against you ; I am 
endeavouring to bring out what you think, and also 
the other view. 

Charles. What is your object then } 

Mr. Alcott, I will ask Lemuel — What is it that 
I am trying to do? 

(Lemuel hesitated.) 

Martha. I think you wanted to show Charles that 
the Spirit eats, and not the body ; for Charles seems to 
think that the body can do things without the Spirit. 

CHARLESh Well, if I do seem to think so, I do 
not ; I think the body hungers, but the Spirit shows it 
how to satisfy its hunger ; but you wanted to make me 
think that the Spirit hungers. 

Mr. Alcott Do any of you think that I wanted 
to make Charles think so ? 

Samuel R. I thought you wanted to make Charles 
see as you did about this. 

Mr. Alcott. I do not usually tell my opinion, — 
but it is true that I cannot conceive of the body hun- 
gering, any more than I can conceive of the body's 
seeing, or bearing, or touching, or running, or walking. 
. Charles. So it does run, and walk, and all ; but the 
Spirit makes it. 

Mr. Alcott. It is my opinion that the Spirit itself 
hungers after food for the body, as well as af\er spir- 
itual things -^that the Spirit sees,- hears, walks. 

Charles. I think the Spirit sees and hears, but that 
it only makes the body hunger and walk. 

VOL. II. 23 
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Mb. Alcott. I see how it is in yoar mind and 
where the difficulty lies. 

Charles. Well, I wish you would make itie see how 
it is, for I cannot see that the Spirit hungers after food. 

Mr. Alcott. So I perceive ; but we must' now 
drop the subject, and bring the conversation to a close. 
It will come up again hereafter. 

What has been the subject.^ 
° J** • Francis. Spirit acting through the body. 

(Several repeated the idea in several modijicatioru,) 

Mr. Alcott. The conversation has been 
c^MsJuon: long to day. — We have had more than 

usual of argument, if argument it can 

be called. 
Charlls. I don't think it has been much of an ar- 
gument on your side, for your side was only asking 
questions. 

Mr, Alcott. No ; it is my object to make you 
argue — make you reason, by giving the terms. I have 
not sought in these conversations to present my own 
views of truth, but to call forth yours ^ and by so doing 
make you conscious of your own powers of finding it. 
It is the part of a wise instructer to tempt forth from 
the minds of his pupils the facts of their inmost con- 
sciousness, and make them apprehend the gifts and 
faculties of their own being. Education, when rightly 
understood, will be found to lie in the art of asking apt 
and fit questions, and in thus leading the mind by 
its own light to the perception of truth. 
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FORESIGHT OF SPIRIT. 
PnOPHSCY. 



Review. — Multitudes follow Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Miracles. — 
Preaching. — Prophecy. — Idea of Prophets — Conditions of Prophecy. —■ 
Prophetic Instincts. — Inspiration. — Sympathy with Suffering and Sor- 
row. — Reformation. — Gentiles. — Imperfection. — Subject. — Suspennios 
of the Conversations. — Synopsis of the preceding Conversations. — 
Clese. 

Mr. Alcott. How many have read over the lesson 
for the day ^ 

{Many held up hands*) 
The rest may read it over now. 
{A pause,) 

He then asked, what was the subject of the last con- 
versation ^ 

Nathan. Whether it was right to heal on the Sab- 
bath day. 

Andrew. Jesus curing the withered arm. 

{Lemuel and Others repeated the same idea.) 

Mr. Alcott. What subject opened out of these 
circumstances.^ 

They did not answer, and Mr. Alcott read the lesson 
for the day. 



EBCOBD or COKTBB8ATION8. 

MULTITUDES FOLLOW JKSU9. 
Matt. zii. 15-99. Makk ui. 7- 13. 



Vulgar ^ra, 97. Julian Period, 4740. 
In a Progress. 



Matt xii. 18. But wbeo Jesue knew tt, be withdrew hia- 

Humanitj. .^jf fj^m thence, 

Mark iii. 7. with his disciples to the sea ; 

Matt. zii. 15. and great multitades followed him, 

Mark iii, 7. ftom Galilee, and from Judaa, and from Jerusalem, and from 

Idumea, and from beyond Jordan : 
Mark Ui.8, And they about Tyre and Sidon, a great moltitode, when 

tbey beard what great things he did, came unto him. 
Mark iii. 9. And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship sboold 

wait on bam, because of the multitude, lest tbey sheold 
throng him. 
Mnrk iii. 10. For he bad faeafed many ; insomuch that tbey pressed 

upon him to touch him, as many as bad plaguea. 
Matt. zii« 15. and he healed them all, 
Mark iii, lU And unclean spirits, when they saw hini) fell down before 

him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God, 
Mark iii. 19. And he straightway charged them thai tbey should not 

make him known. 
Matt. zii. 17, That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaiaa 

the prophet, saying, 
Matt, zii* Iftt * Behold mj servant whom I have chosen ; 

My beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased ) 
I will p«t my spirit upon him. 
And hes hall show judgment to the Gentiles^ 
Matt, zii, 19. He shall not strive n«r cry ; 

Neither shall any man hear his voice in the streele^ 
Matt. zii. 90, A bruised reed shall he not break, 

And smoking flax shall he not quench, 
TIN he send forth judgment unto victory. 
Matt. zii. 9K And in his oameehall the (3entiles trust 



He then showed on the map the extent of countiy 
from which the multitude came to him. 



» Isaiah xUi« U 
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Mr. Alcott. Why did the multitudes go 

Miracles. i ■ t ^ 

and seek Jesus.'' 

Herbert. Because they wanted to hear him preach. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever go to hear any one talk 
about right and wrong .^ 

Herbert. No. 

Nathan. Yes ; you do, whenever you go to church. 

Lemuel. The multitudes followed Jesus to see his 
miracles. 

Mr. Alcott. Could you see a miracle.^ 

Several. No ; a miracle is in the thought. 

Nathan. A miracle is partly in the eye, but mostly 
in the thoughts and feelings. 

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a miracle.^ 

George K. Yes ; a great many. 

Mr. Alcott. What? 

George K. Why, breathing — the motion of the 
pulse. 

Charles. It can be prbved that miracles are not in 
sight, but in feeling ; for whatever you might see, you 
could not know it was a miracle, unless you thought and 
felt — all the miracle is in the meaning. 

Mr. Alcott. Did the people go to see the outward 
miracles of Jesus, or to feel miracles within their spir- 
its? 

Lemuel. Partly for one and partly for the other. 

Mr. Alcott. Why did he provide a ship.^ 
reac iDg. Lemuel. He did not want the multitude 
pressing round him. 

George K. And he did not want to be interrupted 
in the midst of his sentences to heal sick people. I 
think he wanted to do, as once before, when the 
multitude thronged upon him ; he wanted to have the 
boat ready, so that he might get iti and row off a little 
from the land, and stand and speak where all could hear 

2S* 
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Rnd see buo, which would he better for th^in and better 
for him. 

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; but, George, don't you think 
Jesus was always willing to be interrupted in the oudst 
of his sentences to heal sick persons? 

George K. Yes ; I suppose he was. 

Charles. " He shall not strive, nor cry," 

p ecy. ^^^ J think this means that his being the 

Son of God should not be proved, by his crying aloud 
about his being the Son of God, and praising himself; 
but it would be found out by his actions. 

George K. I think the reason Jesus did as he did 
was because he wanted to do what would prove the 
prophecy of Isaiah true. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose Jesus would have 
done this, if Isaiah had said nothing about it? 

George K. Yes ; for his conscience' sake. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose that Jesus had in 
his mind, as he went about doing good, what Isaiah had 
said? 

George K. Yes. 

Charles. Because Isaiah had prophesied about 
God, and therefore Jesus wanted to make the prophecy 
true. But if Isaiah had not prophesied about good 
things, he would not have felt in his conscience any de* 
sire to prove it true. 

George K. I do not think now that he did it to 
make Isaiah's prophecy true, but because his con- 
science told him to. But God wanted to prove Isaiah's 
prophecy true, and so he told Jesus through his con- 
science to do those things. 

Mr. Alcott. What is a prophet? 
Prpphtftii. AitDREw.. I think only a good man can be a 

prophet, because he keeps his Spirit pure. 
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Mb. AiiCOTT. Are there any prophets now? 

Andrew. I don't know of one. 

Lemuel. I think there may be one whom God tells ; 
and that he can assist othera to be good. God tells a 
good man more than a wicked man. 

Mr. Alcott. Does God make a man a prophet, or 
does he make himself ^ 

Lemuel. Himself. 

Mr. Alcott. How does a prophet find out things? 

George. K. God tells him. 

AIr. Alcott. Is a prophet born, or does it depend 
on himself to be a prophet? 

George K. It depends all on himself. 

Charles. I think good people, who hope to make 
others good, are thus nfiade to prophesy, and believe 
that it will come to pass. 

Mr. Alcott. Hope then is the prophet? 

Charles. Yes ; Hope and Faith. 



Condition of 



Mr. Alcott. Are there any prophets 



? 



Pcophocy. nowf 

Charles. No ; because people are not so 
good now ; they have not hope and faith ; but if all the 
babies could speak right off there would be prophets 
enough. 

Mr. Alcott. What is it that despoils these little 
ones of their prophetic power? 

Charles. Oh, they learn outward things, and it takes 
up their attention, and the bad begins to come in. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the father and mother bad 
the prophetic power, and should guard it in their 
children. 

Charles. It would be necessary to have a great 
many parents join and arrange things, so that the babies 
should not be tempted too much by outward things ; 
they should make a society, a prophetic society. Be- 
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sides, there is another reason why babies cannot be 
prophets immediately — it takes them some time to get 
acquainted with their bodies, and get their organs used 
to speaking ; and they are not abl« to speak till it is too 
late. It is important that the child should be taught to 
keep on good terms with the body ; should feed it right, 
and take right care of it. 

Mr. Alcott. Can there be a prophet among you? 
{Some thought there might , and some not.) 

Charles. I think every one can be a prophet ; 
every one has the small germs of the prophet within 
him. 

Mr. Alcott. Are there other creatures 
fnatincts? beside men that prophesy ? 

George K. Quails prophesy rainy weather. 

OHARtiES. Cows in Switzerland go under fir-trees 
before there are storms ; and storms always come soon 
after, though there is not the slightest cloud in the 
sky before. I saw that in a well authenticated ac- 
count. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you believe these things.^ 

Charles. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Whati)elieves? 

Charles. My prophetic power, I suppose. 

Mr. Alcott. How is it with birds of passage? 

George K. What we call prophecy in animals is 
generally called instinct. 

Mr. Alcott. What is instinct? 

Charles. I do not like to think that animals that 
prophesy, and birds of passage, 8lc., when they prophe- 
sy, act as machines. I like to think they know. 

Martha. I used to think that prophets were never 
babies ; but thought they came iuto the world grown 
up. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think so now? 
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Martha. Yes, rather. 

Charles. But if they were born grown up, they 
would still be young. 

Martha. But their Spirits might be old. 

Charles. What would a mother say, if God should 
gi?e her a great man for a child ! 

Martha. I did not think they had parents, but came 
from God. 

Charles. I used to think so too ; for it says in one 
place, that two prophets went up to heaven in chari- 
ots of fire ; and I supposed that, if they could go off so, 
they might have come so. 

Mr. Alcott. What do you say to this 
nspira ion. yerse, " Behold my servant," &c.? 

Nathan. " My beloved " means Jesus. God was 
pleased with him because he was good — full o£ spirit. 

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever felt that thoughts 
were given you, that you were full of spirit f 

George K. Yes ; all our thoughts are given us ; I 
think that God chose Jesus from out of his angels, 

Mr. Alcott. What are angels? 

Lemuel, Spirits without bodies, 

Mb, Alcott, How did God put his Spirit upon 
him.' 

George K. God gave some of his Spirit, not all of 
H, upon him -^ but a great deal, 

Lemuel. You should not say a great deal, 

Nathaxi. He gave him a little at first to see if he 
would use it well, and then more, 

Charles. I wish you would let me say that God is 
up in the sky ; for I like to think of God up there, 
though I know he is in my thought and inspires it. For 
I like to have a place ; and that is so pure, so blue, and 
handsome, with such beautiful stars! 

Mr. Alcott. But there is danger of mistaking tha 
forms for the thoughts themselves. 
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Chari.es. Ohy I don't think I should ever go so far 
as that, 

.1. -.u Mr. Alcott. What is meant by "A 

Sympathy with ^ 

SoiferiDg and bruised reed shall he not break," &c. ? 

Charles. The smoking flax means Tirtue, 
and that he will help it burn bright. 

Lemuel. The smoking flax means love, and he does 
not put it out. 

M% Alcott. ''The bruised reed," — What is that 
an emblem of? 

Charles. A bruised reed is a person who has al- 
lowed his body to master him, and the Spirit is passed 
away. Jesus, when he came, found a great many in 
that state, and he did not discourage them, but tried to 
get back their strength. 

Samuel R. A bad man is a bruised reed — he is 
broken down, and finds it hard to mend — but he ought 
not to give up, and Jesus would not discourage him. 

Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person is very unhappy, 
bereaved, bruised in heart. 

Lemuel. He should be comforted. 

Charles. Oh yes ; that was what I wanted to say. 
There is a beautiful piece in Cheever's Common 
Place Book about that. 

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by judg* 

Reformation. ^ , . ^ , - ^ 

ment and victory herer 
Charles. Oh, when a person is all wrong and has 
injured his body very much — increased its appetites, 
and filled it with bad habits, and his strength is al- 
most gone, and it is very hard to repent and have 
pure thoughts, and get right ideas, and do right all the 
time, and not indulge, then it is a very great victory for 
him to be as he ought, and understand the words of 
Jesus, and do as he directs. 
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Mr. Alcott. Who are the Gentiles? 

Charles. I suppose the rest of the world 
thought the Jews, who were the only people that ever 
had prophets, were a great deal better than they. God 
had seemed to send every thing to them ; and there 
were no prophets any where else. But when Jesus 
came to the whole world, then they found they were 
something themselves, and trusted in him. 

Mr. Alcott. What has interested you 

Imperfection. ... 

most m this conversation. 

Stillman. About the prophets. 

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you can ever be a 
prophet? 

Stillman. Yes. 

Mr. Alcott. Some think they never can. 

Charles. Then they never will be. 

George B. I think I never can be a prophet, be- 
cause I am not good enough. 

Mr. Alcott. Will not Gt>d let you be good enough? 
— has he arranged things so that you cannot be good? 

George B. No. 

Mr. Alcott. Then is it God or yourself that pre- 
vents you from being a prophet? 

George B. It is myself, I do not try hard enough. 

Mr. Alcott. What is the subject of our 

Subject. ^. ^ , 

"' conversation to-day. 

Lemuel. Prophecy — the means of prophecy. 

Mr. Alcott. We have now followed 

Saspension ... • j j 

oftheCoQ. Jesus through the varied and successive 
▼eraa ons. gcenes of his life, to the time when he is 
preparing to enter upon a more public course of action. 
In our next conversation we shall see him preparing to 
preach his celebrated Sermon on the Mount. But we 
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shall leave him for the present ; and aAer Vacation, 
during which 1 hope you will refi'esh your minds, and 
renovate your bodies, by heiilthful sports and heaoliflil 
scenery, resume our conversations at this place. 

Before we close, however, let us dwell ■ 
CM»r«aSmir moment on the principnl events that bsTa 

ioleresletl lit. At OLir last geaeral review, 
we left Jesus, whojn we.re^ard as ihe Symbol of Spirit, 
about making disciples. We have now seen this sanis 
Spirit, of which he is the type to our outward senset, 
gaining Disciples ; sanctioning Marriage by its pres- 
ence ; announcing the glorious doctrines of Immortality, 
of S|>iritual Renewal, and Spiritual Worship ; tke 
Efficacy of Faith, its power over Physical Nature, 
and its Divine Sympathy with Suffering and Sorrow. 
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